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IN FOUR TEEN VOLUMES. 


THE MISCELLANEOUS PIECES 


From Urry? Edition 1721, 


THE CANTERBURY TALES © 


From T vr Edition 1775. 
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Grete well CHAUCER whan ye: mete— 
Df ditees and of ſonges 
The which he made, 
The londe fullfilled js aver all. GOWER, 
My maiſter CHAUCER--chiefe poete of Bretayne---- 
Whom all this londe ſchulde of ryght preferre, | 
Sith of our langage be was the lode- Herre 
That made firft to dyſtylle and rayne 
The gold dewe dropys af fpeche and eloquence © 
Into our tunge — his excellence. LYDGATE, 
The honour of Engliſh tong is dede---. 
My mayfter CHAUCER, floure of eloquence, 
Mirrour of fructuous entendement, 
Univerſel fadir in ſcience 
This londis verray treſour and richeſſc-... 
The firfte fy nder of aur fayze langage. 
Venerabill CHAUCER,principall poete but pere, 
Revinly trumpet, orlege and regulere, 
In cloquence balme, condict and diall, 
- Mylky fountane, clere firand, and rois riall, 
Of freſehe endite throw Albioun land brad. DOUGLAS. 
O reverend CHAUCER! roſe of rethouris all, 
As in oure toung flour imperial 
\ That raiſe in Brittane evir, quha reidis right 
Thou heiris of Makers the triumphs royall, 
The freſche enamilt termes celefliall: 
This mater couth haif iluminit full bricht, 
Was thou nocht, of our Inglis all the light, 
Surmounting every toung terreftriall 
As far as Mayi's morrow dois midnight. - DUNBAR. 
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PHETTITEL WORKS” 


' GEOFFREY CHAUCER. 


VOL. X. 
CON LAINING 18 


MISCELLANEOUS PIECES, viz. 


TESTAMENT or CRESETDE, BELLE DAME SANS MERCY, 
LEGENDE OF GOOD WOMEN, f ASSEMBLE OP LADIES, - 
PRAISE OF WOMEN, Fc. Sc. Sc. 


To tame the rudeneſs of his native land. 


But natheles certain 
Lean right now no thrifty Tale ſain, 
But CHAUCER, (though he can but lewedly - 
On metres and on riming craftily ) 
Hath ſayd hem in ſwiche Engliih as he can 
Of olde time, as knoweth many a man; 
And if he have not ſayd h eve drother, 
In o book, he hath (a other . 
Who fo that wol his la: 4 TALES, ver. 4465. 
Dan CHAUCER, well of Engliſh undefil'd, 
On Fame's eternal beaderall warthy to be fil d 
ola Dan Geffrey, In whoſe gentle ſprignt 


The pure well.-head of did dwell... 
He whilft he lived w. Tuveraigne head 
Of ſhepherds ali SE G2 _ SPENSER. 


Old CHAUCER, like the morning r, 
To us difcovers tay fromfar ; b £ 
His light thoſe miſts and clouds diffolv!d 
Which our dark nation long involy'd j £4 
But he deſcending to the ſhades | $3 
Darkneſs again the age invades. DENHAM. 

. CHAUCER, him who fir with harmony inform'd 
The language of our fathers-..-His legends blithe 

He ſang of love or knightthood, or the wiles 

Of homely life, thro* each eſtate and age 

The faſhions and the tollies of the world 

With cunning hand portraying----- : 

Him who in times------ | 
Dark and untaught degan with charming verfe © 
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_ Showris of halle gan fro the north diſcende, 


SW 1828 9 


"MISCELLAN ES. | 


| — wrecd Ser 
TESTAM. OF FAIRE CRESEIDE:” 


HIS a7 


A pour felon till acarefull dite- n "oh A 
Should coreſpande and be hirn... 
Right ſo it was whan I began to write 

This tragedy, n FR 
Whan Aries in middis oi the Lent 


* . 4 
* > — 


That ſcantly ſro the cold i might me defende. 

Yet nertheleſſe within mine orature 
t ſtode, whan I ĩtan had his hemis brigut 
Withdrawin daun, and ſeylid uadir cure; 3 A 
And faire Venus the heante of the night,,, , 1: 
Upraiſe, and ſette unto.the welle ful cigbu 
Her goldin face, ia oppobtionn,. . {> ff 5/7 on) | x 
Of god Phabus, directe diſcending daun. 14 

AO 2 pee 9 
ſcide, which might paſs for the a book 0 tory, 1 i- 
been informed by Sir Jaines Aer late Earl of Ke Up, and l. 
verſe aged ſcholars of the Scottith nation, wat one Mp. Robert 
Henderſon, chief fchoalmatter of Dumferlin, a little time he- 
fore Chaucer was firſt printed, and dedicated to King fienryviil. 
by Mr. Tnynne, which was near the end of his reign. Mr. Hen - 
derſon wittily obſerving that Chaucer in his fifth book had re- 
lated the death of Troilus, but made no mention what 
of Creſeide, he learnedly takes upon him, in a fine poetical wa 
to exprets the punithment und end due to i falſe unconſta 
whore, which commonly terminates in exaream miſery, pry; ) | 
_Awy 


> & 


OBEY "TESTAMENT or canon. 8 


Sr 


Throughout the glaſſe her bemis braſt fo ls” 
That 1 might ſe on every fide me B/ & 
The northrin winde hath porified the _ 

And ſhedde his miſty cloudis fro the ſkie,” Ar 
The froſte freſid, the blaſtis bittirly 

Fro pole Artike came whiſkjag loud and mil, 
And cauſid me remove ayenſt my will: 545 

For I truſtid that Venus, Lov'is quene, 
To whom ſomtime I hight obedience, © © 
My fadid hert of love ſhe would make'grene, | 
And therupon with humble reverence Nl 
I thought to praie her hie magnificence, W 
But for grete colde as than I lettid was © 
And in my chambre to the fire gan pas. deen. 

Though love be hote, yiein «man ofage| | 
It kindlith nat ſo fone as in youthed, 

Of whom the blode is flowing in 4 rage, 

And in the olde the corage dul and ded, 

Of whiche the fire out warde is beſt remed: 

To helpe by phiſike wher that nature failed 

Tam experte, for bothe I have aſſailed. _ 335 

- I made the fire and bekid me about, 
Than toke I drinke my ſpirites to comforte, 

And armid me wel fro the colde theroute: | 

To cutte the wintir night and make it ſhorte 

T toke a quere, and lefte al othir ſporte, | 

Writin by worthy Chaucer glorious 

Of faire Creſeide and lufty"Troilus: ae 42 
n 


— 
* 


* "TESTAMENT DF CRESETDE; \. 
And there I founde aftir that Diomede 
Rece vid had that lady bright of heẽwe Wen bn. 
How Troilus nere out of his witte abr ede, 


And wept full fore, with viſage pale of heẽ we, 


- 


For which wanhope his teris gan rene wre 
While Eſperus rejoyſid him againe 3! +7 tl 00 
Thus while in joe he lived and while in paine. 49 
Of her beheſt he had grete comſortindſg. 
Truſting to Troie that ſhe wold make bea x4 BY 
Whiche he defired moſt of al erthly Pe 18 
For why ? ſhe was his onely par amour: 


But whan he ſawe paſſid both day 09-005 e Ty DR 


Of her gaincome, in ſorowe gan oppreſſe 


His woful herte in care and hevineſſee 6 


Of his diſtreſſe me nedith nat rehetſe , 
For worthy Chaucer in that ſamè bo ce 
In godely termis and in joly verſe 
Com pilid hath his caris;-who willlok e:: 
To breke my ſlepe anothir quere w_ 01 ae T 
In which [ founde the fatal deſtinñ AMA 
Ob faire Creſeide, which endid Mn, 11365 

Who wote if all that mA 


Nor I wote nat if this narratcio:nnn Fa 10Þ 
Be authoriſed, or forgid e 93 8. fo wing iN 
Of ſome poete by his invencion, MN #1 vil 0 
Made to reporte the Wee 3.004 1% rA 


And wofull ende of this luſty — ins 1 n 
And what diftreſſe ſhe was'in or ſhe deide. 2 fer [ 


$. TESTAMENT OF CRESEIDE;/ 
Whan Diowede had al hiv appetite | 93% unt. 


Ll ABA PN 2 
Upon anothir ſette was his delite, öl 
And ſende to her a libel repudy d a OH, 


And her excludid fro his comp an: 


Than deſolate ſhe walkid up and doung. 5 


Wi * | | a 
2 7 a 2 FS 4 ; 


As ſome men ſaine in the courte as commune. 7 
O faire Creſeide l the floure and a per ſe 
Of Troĩe and Greece, —— AT 
To chaunge in filthe al thy feminite,: 1 0  / 
And be with flefhlyluſt foamaculate;  » dvr v0 
And go among the Gtekes erly — tn 101 
So giglotlike, taking thy foule pleſaunce! 10 
Fhave pite the ſhould fall ſuche miſchaunce. © 
Vet nerthtlefle; what er men deme or 0 
In ſcornfull r 27 
I ſhall excuſe as ferforthꝭ as i may - de ed 1 
Thy womanhed, n fairnefſe; 
The which Fortune hatꝶ put to ſuche diſtreſſe 
As her pleſid, and nothing throughe the gilte 
Of the through eee ee eee 
This faire lady, on —— - 
Of al comforte and conſolatioun, I 1 2 
Right prively, withoutfelo'wſhip eee, eh 
Diſhevekd, paſſid out.obithe.toun. 1 
A mile or two unto amanfoun 7 
Bildid ful gaie, her her fathir Calchas 5 
ag che Grekis dwelling was. 98 


renn 


TESTAMENT OF/CRESEIDE; 3 


Whan her he faw the cauſe he gan enquire "EM 
Of her comming a ſhe ſaid, ſighing fulſorey;® ! 1. 
For Diomede had gottinhis dere 
He woxe wery, and would of me no mor 
Quod Oalchas, Doughtir, mepe thou nat therſure, 


Para vinture al comith far the heſt:]]].]).0.̃ U. 


Welcome; to me thou art ful dere a geſt 10g 
This olde-Calchas; aftirthelawe Wus tio, 
Was kepir of the temple as a preſi r 


In whiche Venus and her ſoune Cupido hy. A 0 
Were honourid, and his chambte was net,, 
To which Creſeide with bale enomntimaret bo 
Uſid to paſle, her prayirs for to ſaie: 1 1751 


While at the laſt upon OOO Fil 1 ms 
As cuſtome was, the peple ferre and nere 

Before the none unto the temple went 5 1 

With ſacrifice devout in ther manereg-14 ns 1 04 


But ſtil Creſeide, hevy in her enten, 
Into the church would nat her ſelf preſent, 9 
For giving of the peple any deming Pra: Way 


— ——-—- 11 BAY 
But paſſid into'a ſecrete oratore/, ©. E 
Where ſhe might nn iT 


Behinde her backe ſhe cloſid faſt the dure, 


And on her kneis bare fel donn in hi; 


Upon Venus and Cupide angiti x:; 
| She cryid out, and ſayid in this i „ LIP 0-426 26d þ 
Alas that er I made you ſacriſiſe! 146 


Fa 0 
Now am 1 made an unworthy outwaile, ee, 
And al in care trandlatidiis my joĩeoe::: ow F 
4 Who al we gre tber, 


Siche 1 fro Diomede and noble Troilus 


Am clene excluded; ahject, odious? 8 

D O falſe Cupide ! note is to wite let ches, al 

And the mothir of Love, that blinde goddace; 

Ye cauſed me undirſtande alwaie and tox N“ö 

The ſede of love was ſuwin on my face 

- And aie grewe grene thotongh your ſople grace; 
But now, alas! that ſede with froſt is ſlaine, 

And l fro lovirs leſte and all forlaine. P 01 28 140 

Whan chis was ſaid doun in an extaſy, 

Raviſhed in ſpirite, in a dreme ſhe ſel. 

And by apparaunce herde where ſhe did lie 

Cupide the King tinging a ſilvir bell 

Which men might here fro he vin inta hel, 

At whoſe ſounde before Cupido aperes 

The ſeven planets diſcending ſro the ſpheres, 110 

Whiche hath powir af al thing eee 

ro rule and ſiere hy their gret bee f 

Wedir and winde, and courſe variable: 

And firſt of al Saturne gave his * 

Whiche gave to Cupide:litil reverence, 

But as a boiſtous,chorle in his manere 

Dame crabbidly 9 loke and ers wha 


— 


'TESTAMBNT: orn. N 


His face frounſid, his lere wen dike the bade, 1 
His tethe chattrid, and ſhivered with the chin, 
His eyin drouped, SEA a $64: thetrpi G 
Out at his noſe the mildrop faſt gan bin, 
With lippis:blew; and chekis lene W : N ba 
The iſcickjls that fro his heer doune honge 
Was wendir grete, and as a ſpere N wy 


Attour his belte his liart lockis laĩe 
Feltrid unfaire, or fret with froſtis dane iT 
His garment and his gite ful gay as I En A. 


His widrid wede fro him the winde out =" . L 
A bouſtous bowe within his honde he bre, 
Undjr his girdle! a faſhe of felone flains 
Fedrid with.ſe and hedid with holſtains. 168 
Than Jupiter right faire and Wr PEE” 
God of the ſlerrie i in the firmament, e WeE? 
And norice to al thing generable 
Fro his fathir Saturn ſatre different. 
With burly face, and browis bright ho brew, 45 


Upon his heda garlonde wondirs gaĩie 7 ** 

Of flouris faire, as it had ben in Maie; NP pf * 
His voice was <lere, as eriſtal was lie eien, | 

As goldin wier fo glittring was his here, E: 1 


His garment and his gite ful gaie of grens; | 
With goldin liſtis gilte on every gere, 115 
A burly brandy about his middle” he bere, 


And in' his right hand he had à groundin 2 4 
Annen 1 


7 


— 
a 5 
Next aſtir him came Mars, the god of ire, 
Of ſtrife; debate, and all diſcenciou nm 
To chide-and fight azGerſe as any fire 5 0172 £17 
In harde harneſſe hewmonde and habergioun,- '' 
And on bis hannch a rouſty ſel fauchoung; 7! 7 
And in his hande he had a rouſty ſworde, 251; 20 3 
Writhiag his face, with many angry worde; 189 
Shaking his brand before Cupide he come, 
With red einge üs glowing eien 
And at his mouth a blubbir ode of ſome, Wa 2131 
Like to a bore whietting his tuſkis kenq̃ 
Right tulſurelike, but temperaunce in tene, 
An horne he bleme with many bouſtous bragge, 195 
Miche al this whrid with warte hath made to wagge. 
Than faite Phobub, lanterne and lampe of light, 
Of man and beſt, both frute and florihingg , 
Tendir norice, and bahtifhir of night, 65 Mon bg 5 
And of the worlde cauſing by ee 1» WOK 
And influente life in al erthly thing, An 
Without comfurte of whom of force . 10 
Muſt go dyin ee eee ere e. ge 03 
As king royall he rode upon a chare; 
The whiche Phaeton ſomtime gidid ene, 
The brighuneſſe uf his face whan it was bare 
Non might beholde for perſing of his fight, 
This goldin carte with firy bemis bright 4 Kind 
Foure yakid ſtedis ful different of he we 
But baite or tiring through the ſpheris drew. 210 
YN EY | 


TESTAMENT OF.CRESEIDE. 


7 | TRSTANTNT/OF/CRLSRIOR, | 14 
The belt wasſodde; 0 e 8 0 


Callid Eoye in the orient, In! 1 

I be ſeconde ſtede enge übe, Hog 4147 
Whitely and pale, and ſomdele ufcendent, 
The thira Pyrois, one ae An 
The fourth was blak; and callid Phlegounes/, 
Which rollith Phœbus doum into the fe-: 15 

Venus was there ee ag rr 

Her ſonn'is quarrel to defende, and mae 


Her owne complaint; cladde in a nice atay, 
The one halfe grene, th othir halfe ſable blake,” 
White heer as gold, kernbit and ſhede _— 


MY in her face ſemid grete vatiaunce, ö pick 
hiles parfite truth and whilis aan. "9h 
3 ſmiling ſhe was e e en 
Provocative with blinkis amorous, Stk! iT 
And ſodainly chaungid and We 236; 0 fools 3 303 
Angry as any ſerpent venomous 
Right pungitive with wor dis odiou s 


Thus variaunt ſhe was, who liſt take kepe, 
With one eye laugh and with the othir Goal "a6 | 
in tokening that al fleſhely paramourr/ 
Which Venus hath in rule eee, | 
Is ſomtime ſwete, ſoratime bittir and fol" - 1 0 
Right unſtable, and ful of barisunt *i 
Mingid with careful joyr and falſe pleſaunce, Py 
Now hotte, now colde, now blith, row Tul of RO, 1 
Now grene as lefe, now widrid and ago. 23¹ 
Feine &. * 7 1 


* 
-P 


14 Ts Task OF CUES TINS: . 
Wich boke in hand than come Mercuritus, Kr 


Right eloquent and ful of ræthori se, t ble? 


With politg-tetrbid arid deliciousy) £5 2coo) 2d 
Wich penng aud inke to-reporte al cdi, 
Setting ſongis aud ſinging merilyy [414]! 1 
His hode was red keclid attour his truĩniůo) 
Like til a pocte of the olde faſioun. Mito; 21845 
Boxis he, n f a 22712 7 


And ſugrid ſiropes ſor digeſtion, L T7541 Py i? dl 151 * 


Spicis belonging to the potĩiqu ares 
With many wholſome ſwete . 510 28 1 
Doctor in phiſike cledde in ſcarlet goun. 
And furrid wel, as ſuche one ought to be, 
Honeſt and gode, and nat a worde couth lie 232 

Next after him come Lady Cynthia 
The laſte of al, and ſwiſtiſt in her ſphere ,. 


Of colour blake, buikid with hornis tw. 


And in the night ſhe-liftith beſt t' apere. 
Hawe as the leed, of colour nothing elere, 
For al the light ſuc botqweth at her Wecken, : 
Titan, for ot her ſelſe ſhe hath non other. 239 
Her gite was gray and ful of ſpottis blake, 
And on her breſt a chorle paintid ee 15 
Bering a buſhe of thornis on his bake, , 
Whiche for his theft might clime no ner the Fore. 
Thus when thei gadrid were the . 
Mercutius chei choſed with one aſſent 7 U 
To be fore · ſpekir in the parliment. 42866 
E 


A N 


Who had ben there and liking for to here 
His faconde tomge and termis exquiſite] 1 g 
Of rethorike the practike he might lere 
In brefe ſermon a AL GR 2: 4 Hoek 
Before Cupide, valing his cappealite,” © 5: 
Speris the cauſe of that vocacioun, + <1 | 9 #4 
And he anon ſhewde his entencibun . 273 

Lo, quod Cupide, who wol blaſpheme the mine 
Of his owne god either in warde or dede 

To al goddis be ere, ee b; 59 1 
And ſhould have bittir painis to his mede: 
I ſais this by yondir wretche Creſeidd e, 
The whiche through iſo wah ſomtime'flour of love; 
Me and my mothir ſhe ſtately ean reprove, 280 

Say ing of her gret infelicite 1 7 hob 
1 was the aduſe; and my mothir Venus'o: n: 
She called a blinde goddes and might nat fe, + 
With ſelaundir and defame-injuriousp v4 17: 
Thus her living unclene and lechirous 
She would retorte on me and my motheerr,.Üͤ 
To whom | ſhewde my ere _ avi 

And fithe ye are Were N {1oqnvet F: 
Participant of divine fapience, + ont 7 
This gret injury done'to* our hie ka n INH 
Me thinke with paine we ſhuld make a 21 
Was ner to goddis done ſuche „ e MS of 
As wel for you as for my ſelfe I ſa jc 
Therfore go . to revenge I you bee. n — 490 

Bij 


| 
| 
[ 


3 E523 % 8 8 * .» k * 1 
16 TRSTAMEN vor enn g. 


| Mercurjnitm Obie Ehtwanfandds; 4 bx Toll * 

And faid, „ e 7 i mel *iM 
Referre you tothe hyiſt planet here, 12140 
And take to him the low iſt of dere, 15 % al 


The paine of Creſeide ſor to modiſie, * to} f 


J ft algo” 


Jam content ( quod he) to take thevewa, -'3er 


Than ths prcetitSaurn and the Moe, 9.4 


Whan thei the matir-tipely had digeſt, id M 
For the diſpite to Cupide that ſhe* ing done, 
And to Venus opin and manifeſt,” en bak 
In al her life wid che deeper { ed 8d Sis) | 
nenne x »d'f 
And to al, lovirs be abhominable. 308 


This doleful ſentence Saturne 7 855 in e. 
And paſſid doun-where tarefull (ba | ag | 
Had an heb Bo paid ep RgRy + lla 52 
Than laufully an this wiſe gan he ſai 3/ + at 
Thy grete faireneſſe and al thy beauty n * 
Thy wantor blode; and eke thy goldin bee, 

Here I exclue ſro the for evirmere | 44557 
chaunge thy mirihe into melancoly, at bo 5. 
Whiche is the rnothir of al penſiveneſſe. sgi ir 

Thy moiſtir and thy hete to colde and dry, WIR #ic 
Thine inſolenee, thy plaic and wantonneſſe, | 228 
To grete diſeſe, thy pompe and i Py * 7 
Into mortal nede and grete/penurie;- 7 


Thou ſuffre Halt, dn br de. 322 


TESTAMENT. np op 


 Ocruil Saturne! froward and angries eld Wo 
Harde is thy dome and to malicious, * 010 1 
Of faire Creſeide why haſt thou We 
Whiche was ſo ſwete, gentill, and amorows? | | odd; 


Withdrawe thy ſentence and be gracious, A = 
As you were ner, ſo ſhewith through thy tel | 
A wrekeful ſentence givin on Creſeide. 3839 


Than Cynthia, whan Saturne paſt . 140 
Out of her ſete diſcendid dounè bli v 
And red a bill on Creſeidè where ſhe laie,  _ | 
Containing this ſentence diffinitive, e, 
Fro hele of body here I the deprire, | 
And to thy ſikeneſſe ſhal be no recure, 
But in dolour thy dayis to endure 336 

Thy eriſtal eyen mengid with blode I make, 
Thy voice ſo clere unpleſaunt here and hace, 
Thy luſtic lere orſpred with ſpottis bla ke, 
And lumpis hawe appering in thy face 
Where thou-comiſt eche man ſhall flie the place: 
Thus ſhalt thou go begging fro hous to hous =O 
With cuppe and clappir, like a lanarous. 343 . 

This dolie dreme, this ugly viſioun. 
Brought till an ende, Cxeſeĩde ROO: | 
And all that courte and eon vocacioun 
Vaniſhed awaie; than roſe ſhe up and che, - 

A poliſhed glaſſe, and her ſhadowe couth * | 
And whan ſhe-ſawe' her Ch COON + 1 
Il ſhe n were-wo | n'ote, God wate. 330 j 
B ij 
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Weping ful ſore, Lo! that it is (quod ſhe) ) 
With froward langage for to move and ſtere 
Our crabbid goddes and fo' is ſene on me 
My blaſpheming now have t bought ful dere, 
All yerthly joie and mitthe Tetarere;: 
Alas this daie; alas this wofull tideg 
By this was ſaied a childe came fro the hal 
To warne e e eee I 
Madame, your fahir biddeth you cum in hie, 
Hie hath marveile ſo long on grofe yoke, 
And faith your bedis beth to long fomdele, ' ' 
| The goddis wote all your entent full wele. 364 
Quod ſhe; Faire child; go to my fathir dere, 
And praie him come to ſeke with me anon; 
And ſo he did, and ſaied, Doughtir, aha here? 
Alas! (quod ſhe) fathir, my mirthe is gone. 
How ſo? (quod he) and the gan all expone 
As | have told, the vengeaunce and the wrake 
He lokid on her ugly lepir's face, ' | 7 
The whiche beforewas white us lily flour, 
Wringing his handes oftimis ſaied/ Alice 
That he had lived to ſe that wofull hour! 
To her ſikneffe, and that doublid his pain: 
Thus was there care iow betwixt hem twain. 378 
| 


* 


- 


-TESTAKENT OV ORESEIDE, 


Wan thei togidir mournid had full lan 

g Quod Creſeide, Fathir, I would nat Bo, 

Therfore in ſecrete wiſe e ſet me e 540 

To yon hoſpitall at the tun is ende, be 0 

And thidir ſome mete for char ite me "I is 

To live upon, for all mirth in this erttn 

Is fro me gone; ſoche is my wickid . TEL . 
Whan in a mantill and abevir hat, TEA 

With cuppe and clappir, wondir privilix 

He' opened a ſecrete gate; and out therat =» TOTES 

Conveyid her that no man ſhould efpie, - + 1 // 


There to a village halfe a mile therebie 

| Delivered her in at the ſpittill hous, 211 mn An 
And daily ſente her part of his almous. 392 

Sum knew CAO g e e n 1 

Of her, bicauſe ſhe was fo deformate, ' 

With bilis blake orſpred in ber viſage, ww 

And her faire colour fadid cee 1560 TE RE. ir 

Yet thei preſumid for her hie regrate 


And till mourning ſhe was of noble kinn, 
With bittir will there thei tokin her in. 399 
I The daie paſſid, and Pherbus went to reſt, 
The cloudis blake orwhelid all the ſkie, 
God wote if Creſeide were a forowfull-geſt, - 
Seing that uncouth fare and herborie ; 5 
But mete or drinke ſhe dreſſid her to lie 
In a darke cornir ot the hous alone 
And on this wiſe weping ſhe made her mone. 4 


. : of - 

KO AAA OF CRESEIDE. 
= d Kg 
{ *. 


Here folowet the me, % 

o ſoppe of ſoro we ſurikin into care l- e 

O caitife Creſeide now and evirm are!!! 

Gon is thy Joie and al thy: ee ee e #1 b 

Of all blithneſſe now art thou blake and bare; 

There is no ſalve that helpin maie thy fare; 
Fell is thy fortune; wickid is thy 'werthe, + 


Thy bliffe is baniſhed; and thy bale vaberde;- + 


Undir the grete God it l gravin ware 


Wher men of Grece ne yet of Troie might herd!4 4 1 


Where is thy chambir wantonly beſ ene 
Wich burly bed and blankits N e | its i 
Spicis and wine to thy cblatioun n, 
The cuppis all of gold and ſilvir . n 
Thy ſwete metis ſer vid in platis c len, 
With faverie ſauce of a gude faſhioun n 
Thy gaie garmentes with many godely goun,, - 
Thy pleſaunt laune pinnid with ** LAY $45 22s 
All is arere thy grete roiallrenoun;. 424 
Wbere is thy gardein with thy Greeis ane; A 
And freſhe flouris, which the quene Florzie 
Had paintid pleſauntly in every pain,, 
Where thou were wont full merily in Maie 
To walke, and take the dewe by it was dai, 
And here the merle and maviſe many one, 
With ladies faire in carolling to gone 
And fc ther roĩall renkis in ther mie! 432 


2 
This lepir loge take for thy godely house, 
And for thy bed take nom bouche of ſtro, 
For wailid wine and metisthou had tho ni He a1 
Take moulid bred, pirate and fidir ſoure, n A 


But cuppe and clappir is all now ago. "oy | 


My clere-voice and my courtiy g 
Iz ranke as roke, fall hidous here and harre, _ 3 F 
Deformid is the figure-of my face,, 
To loke on it no peple hath lihin g 


So ſped in gt, fie with fore üb 0 05 


Lying emong tlie lepir ſolke, Aal, are 


O ladies faire of Tree and Grece! asd. 
My freile fortune, mime inſelicite, e 0 
My grete miſchefe which n ; 5 
ee e ere we IT 
As | am now paravintore that e, eckt 
Por al your might, may come to the fameende rift 


Or ellis worſe, if any worſe maie be: | 


Beware therefore, approchith nere your ende. 45 
Nought is your fairneſſe but a fading floure, 
Nought is your famous laude and hie honour. + +1! 
But winde inflate in othir mennis eres, 
Your roſing tedde to roting ſhall retoure, 
Exemple make of me in your memo ure 
Which of ſoche ere b „ &T 
Al welth in yerth as wind aτẽ,) uit were 
2 1 e e e e Ck ay | 


&- + #1 7 TE: ; 197} , 247 . | 
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TESTAMENT OF enrstror. 


Thus chiding with her drerie deſtine 
We ping ſhe-woke the night fro ende to ende gel bn. 
But all in vain g her dole, her carefull cri, 
Might not remede, ne yet her e mend: 
A lepir ladie roſe and to her wende, 42 wrt 
And ſaied Why ſpurniſt thou again the wall 
To fle thy ſelf; and mende nothing at all!? 7 
Sith that thy weping bur nnen; % 
I counſaile the make vet tus of a nede, 
Go lerne to eee ee fri, 
And lerne aftir the lawe of lepers lede. TH 
There was na hate, but forthwith than ſhe yede 
Fro place to place, while cold and hungir ſore 1 vi 
Compellid her to be arankebeggore.: - 1 
That ſamè time of Troie the garniſuun 
Whiche had the chieftain worthy Troilus 
Through jeoperdy of warre had ſtrikin dounn 
Knightis of Grece in nombir marveilous 
With grete triumphe and laude 1 | wt 
Again to(Troje right toially thei rode” „ 
The waie wher Cxeſeide with the lepir bode: at 
Seing that compamie come with o ſteven 3's: 
Thei gave arrie, and ſhoke cuppis, Gode ſpede,: 
Worthie Jordis! for Godd'is love of heven > 
To us lepirspart of your almoſe dede! 
Than to her erie noble Troilus toke hede, 


Haxing pite; nere by the place gan pass 
Where Creſeide ſat, nat — what ſhe was. 487 


Than apos him ſue keſt up bothe her egen, 
And with a blinke it com intill his thopgh t! 


That he ſomtime bar ſace before had ſein," 5110 


But ſhe was in ſoche plight he knew her naught, 
Yet than her loke into his minde he brought, 
The ſwete viſage and amorous blenkingg 
Of faire Creſeide, ſomtime his own derling. 494 
No wondir was ſuppoſe in mind that ha 
Toke her figure ſo ſane; and lo now uh ob zi T 
Theꝰ idea of a thing in caſe mene 1 3 oY 
So depe enprintid in the fantaſie //../! -. .- err 
That it deludith the . N 
And ſo appereth in forme and like eftnes „ 1012 
Within the minde as it was figurate: +: $$ keepen 
A ſparke ol love than til his hert couth ſpring, 
And kindilid his body in a fire 
With bote fevis, in ſwette, and trembiling ei woH 
Him toke, while he was redie to exſpirc ; i bn Nn 1 
To bere his ſhilde his breſt begon to tire, 14 * A 05 
Within a We eee bafs 
And nertheles nat one anothir:knewe.. > | 1 | 
For knightly pite and memoriel!. 41 
Of faire Creſeide a girdill gan he tab, 144+ ! 
A purſe of golde, and many a gaie — 2 2 a8 
And ia the {kirze of, Cxeſeide doun gan ſhake, ' + 
Than rode awaie, and nat a worde he ſpake, e, 
Penſife in herte, while he came to the toune, 
Aud for grete care oft fith almoſte fell daune. 3 6 


_ FRITAMEAND, or nnn, 23 


| 
| 
| 
* 


, * 


err e ar 
Eche dne t uthir privily gav οο‚ꝑi t 
eee ee ee d 19 
Hower it be, unto vun n, ‚ Trete 


n e 
What led you (quod he) have ye 0 ele 
That doeth to us fo gtete numanite' 1 1 
Yes, quod » lpre man, 1 knowe him ele, I 
Troilus it is, a knight gentle and fre- 1 90 
A Tata! 5 ar 
Stiffir than ſtele there ſterte u bittir o e © "548 
Throughout ber hert, and fill doune to the ground. 

e e 

Wich many a carefulbcrie and cold/atane, 

Now is my breſt wich ftormic floundis flad, - 1 

Wrappid in wo, oh wretchfull will of one! 19 

Than fell in fwoun ful oft or ſhe would ſone, 

And evirin/her-ſwouning cried ſhe thus, 

O © falſe Creſeide, and true knight Trois! 536 
Thy love, F 

I comptid ſmall in my proſperite, 

So efflatid | was in wantonneſſe, „ 

And clambe upon the fickle whele fo hie, 

All ſaiche end love | promittid to the © 

Was in thy ſelf fikill and furious: 
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TESTAMENT OF/CAESLIDE. 23 
For love ofme'thou-kept rhy.copmtiniaunee A 
Honeſt and chaſt in converſacieb git 3407] 09t 7 
Of all women pnotectour and defence! ions 7! © 
Thou were; and helpid ther ppibiegy> 7/4 rr 
My minde on fleſhly fouleaffecion -- 3003 + + wie 
Was enclitiid to hiltis lecherous! 04 1 | 1 
Fie, falſe Creſcide! o true knight Troilust !? 330 
 Lovirs, beware; und take gode hede abont 
Whom that ye love, for whan ye ſuffre pam 
I let yon wit there is right fee throughout N 
Whom ye mai truſt to have true love again; 
Prove whan you woll, your labuur is in vain; 
Therfore l rede ye take them as ye finde, 41, 581 
For thei are ſad as wedircocke in winde. 357 
Bicauſe I knowe the grete unſtahleneſſe, 
Brittle as glaſſe, unto my ſelſe I fais, 
Truſting in othir as grete brutilnefley - 2 
As inconſtaunt, and as untrue of fai , 
Though ſome be true 4 wot right/few ar thei 
Who findith truthe let him eee ee, 
None but my ſelf as now 1 woll accuſ -- 364 
Whan this was ſaid with 1 
And in this manir made her eſtam ent: 
Here l bequeth my corſe and cariouunn- 
With wormis and with todis tu be ren, 
My cuppe, my clappir, and mine ornament, | 
And all my gold, theſc lepre foike 3 Th 
Whan | am dedde to burie me in grave. lah 
FValume X. C 
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EPA DAE * 
Whiche Troilus in doverie to me ſfeude bo. 05001 
To him again Hev&ibwhan l' m ded de: 
To make my careful eth unto him kende : 
Thus I conclude ſhutt ii and make un ende: 
My ſp'rit [ leve to Diane; uhere ſhe d welle, 
To walke with her in waſt wodis and welles. 378 
O Diomede! thou haſt hothe broche und belte 
Whiche Troilus gave me in tokiningg 
Of his true love: and with that worde ſhe fwelt. 
And ſone a lepirman toke of che ring ß, 
Than buried her withoatip tarying 7 157 v7 24 
To Troilus forthwith the ring he bare, 
And of Creſeide the det he gan declare. 585 
Whan e e SI Fa L 
Her legacie, and lamentacioun,” 1 06 7 
And how ſhe endid in ſocke yore; W 
He ſwelt for wa, and fell doupe er rp | 
For forgwt his hefte to braſt was bonum, tho. 8 


I 


Sighing full ſadly ſaĩed I can no more, 
dhe was untrue, and wo is me ther fore. 105 492 
Some ſaĩth he made a tombe of marble graĩe, 
And wrote her r as b. 
And laid it on her grave whereas ſhe ir, 
In golden lettirs, conteining this reſoun 
Lo! faire ladies, Crefeide of Croiè taun, un v1 
domtime comptid the floure of IVE. 4, 
Vuder this ſtone, late lepir, — a 399 


# \ ”. $4.44. <3 ww * 
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None wrordbip-weand en, in this bdlade: hort, 
Made for your worſhip and inſiruction; nec πιν] 
Of charite l moniſhe and eahor tc, £31 i uf 


Minge nat your love with ſalſe difcepciony {> +! 
Bere in your mimle this ſore conchiſioan al ſ 
Of faire Greſeide as | have ſaied before; -' 


1 ſhe is dedde 1 8 Saen 686 
Thus endeth'the pitefull re eee 
e n $3.10. 912305 37; 
THELEGENNE eee 
A Thouſand timis have herd men tel ,-- of af 
That there ĩs joĩe in heven and pain in he, o 
And l acord itwele that it is ſo 1077 1 2d ns 077 
But nathelefſe yet wot{welealſgo' 5s 1 
That there n'is non dwelling in this countre 5 
That eithir hath in heven or hell be, 
Ne maie of it none othir waies witt n 
But as he herd ſaied or found it writtin, : 
For by aſſaie there maie no man it prev: 
But eee eee 10 


RS es £5" I Lx) 


A Sir tic bay] 
Legende of Good 8 8 a. took offence 


at Chaucerꝰs large ſpeeches againſt the ugtruth of wom 
therefore the Queen enjoined him to compile this book in the 


commendationof ſundry maidensand wiveswhoſhewed them- 


ſelves faithful to ſaithleſs men. AEM to have been RT 
ten n ; 
* ** ft 
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LEGENDE'09'G00D WOIFEN.: 
Well mor#+hingthanitheihan ſeer wich bye! 
Men ſhall nat wenim every thing a lle * 101 whe t/ 
But if himſelf it ſeeth or els it doetk : S738 fo 0 
For God wote thing is ne vir the leſſe on 
Though every wight ne maic it not ie 1 
Bernarde the monke ne faugh not all patde, 
Than mote we to bokis that we ſinde, Mei ddt d 
( Through. which che olde thipgis ben id binde) 
And to the doQrine of theſe olds wiſe, | 
Yeve credence.ineyery ſxilfull wiſe, . 
That tellin e bprerid Tarts D 
Of holines, eds Earley i bent 7 
Of love, of hate, and uthir ſondrie thinges, 
Of whiche I maie not makin reherſing ess 
And if that olde bokis were -wie 225 
Horne were of allremembraunce the kae. 
Well ought us than honourin and beleve 
Theſe bokis there we han none othir preve. 
And as for me, though that IR £204 
On bokis for to reile l me felite, : +1. 20 
And eee eee 2. 
And in mine herte have hem in reverence © 
So hertily, that there is gamꝭ none 5 | 
That fro my bokis makith me to gon, | 
But it be ſeldome, on the holie dae, 
Save certainly whan that the month of W 
Is comjn, and here the foulis ſing. 
And that the flouris ginnin for to ſpring, 


Farwell my boke and my de vocion. Neid: Nutt? 

Now have l than eke this condicion, 40 
That above all the flouris in the mene 
Than love I moſte theſe flouris white and rede, 
Soche that men callin Daiſies in our toun; War 
To them have l ſo grete affectioun, 130 9 220 4 


As I ſaied erſt, whan comin is the Maie, -4 
That in my bedde there dawith deer. | 10 
That 1 n' am up and walking in the mede 24 
To ſene this floure ayenſt the ſunne eas FA 


Whan it upriſith erly by the motowe; 2 0 
That blisfull fight ſoftinith all my ſorowe; 

So glad am I han that ee 524. +» ir 
Of it to doin it, allreverence, ': 7 bn og hh ne TL 
As ſhe that is of all flours the floure,? ©! + 1: 121% 
| Fulfillid of all vertue and honoure, e. 10 
And evir ilike faire and ſreſhe of hewe +. 335 


, 


As wel in wintir as in ſummir new 


This love Tevre?; and ſnall until i die, ane a: dT 

All ſwere I not of this, I woll nat lie. tl 3X 
There lovid no wight hottir in hislifes- $vo! bg 

And whan that it is eve l rennꝭ blies, 


As ſone as evir the ſunne ginnith weſt . 


To ſene this floure how it woll go to tet; 
For ſere of night, ſo hatith ſhe derkueſſe, DUN 


Her chere is plainly ſpred in the brigluneſſe | 


Of the funne, For there it woll uncloſe: 4247 65 
Alas that I ne” had Engliſhe, rimei or proſe, 
C iz : 


3% recht or Good Wollt. 


Suffſaunt this flourSto praiſe ar icht! 

But helpith ye that han colin ing ee 

Ye lovirs, that ean make of e e 

In this caſe ought ye to be diligent 

To ſorthrin me fomwhat in my 3 

Whether ye ben wirh the Lefe or the . 

For well I wote that ye han here beforne 

Of making ropen and lad awaie the rd 

And l come aftir glening here and os" ns 11 2s 

And am full glad if i mae finde an ere 

Of any godely worde that ye han lefte; _ 

And though ie happens to reherſn ſt lulif 

That ye han in your freſh? ſongis faied || etl 

Forberith me, and beth not ill paid. 80 

Sith that ye ſe L doe it in the hondur!- | 1 

Of Love, and eke in ſervice of the flour, 1 

n eee vs n 

She is the clerenoſſe and the very light 7 nl Lowe 24 

That in this derke world me windith ue 

The bert within wefull breſt 1 

And loverh ſu fort, dat ye ben verily” | IT 

*The maiſtris of ny wit and nothing I; ngdw has 

My worde, een eee 

That a5 an Harpe ohe yith to the honde, 90 

And makith founeaftir his fingiring, Put - 

Right ſo moe ye out of mine herts "1" 

Soch voice righe as you liſt to laugh = ping > {4 1 

. 4 41 an 
* 
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As to mine yerthly god to you tel IN 35 
Boche ene en >> 75» bh&, 
But wherfore that I ſpake to yeve credenee 


Io old ſtories, and doen hem reverence; in x 0 
And that men muſtin motè thing bile ve 
Than men may ſene at eye or ellis pre ve, 2 
That ſhall I ſein whan that I ſe my time: 2 
t maic not all at onis ſpeke in rime; FO? 91 0 . 
My buſie ghoſt, that thurſtith nn, 

To ne is dare yg fo flv of hee, 5 10 


Conſlrainid me with ſa gredie deſire 103 
That in mine herte 1 felin yet the fire! ub ic ol 
That made me to rife er it were daĩe, 5 


And this was now the firſt morowe of Maie, - 4+ 
Wich dredſull herte and . Aeta rf 
For to ben attherefarreQion ng 11 

Of this flours, han that it ſhould e 1 65 

Again the ſunne, that roſe as redde as roſe, 

That in the breſt was of the beſt that Py Mos in 

That Agenor'is doughtir ladde awaie; Saru 

And doune on knees anon right I me ſette, 113 

And as I could this freſhè loure b grette, 20 1914 a} 

Kneling alwaie till it unclofid Wr 

Upon the ſmall; and ſoſt, and fwets 8 +l 0 40% 

That was with flouris fete embroudi#a}y/ 10/7 

Of ſoche ſwetneſſe and ſoche odour oer al“ 120 

That for to ſpekin of gomme, herbe, N garde 

Compatiſon maie none imakid dee, 1 


E LEGENDE or O πν ,n. 


For it ſurmountich plainly all odou tes, 24. 
And of riche beaute the moſt gaye of en 
Forgottin had the yerth his pore eſtate CG 
Of wintir, that him nakid made andimate; 
And with his ſworde of colde-ſoſoregreveds 
Now hath the! atempre ſonne al that _ * el 
That nakid was, and clad it — n e 
The ſmalle foulis, of the ſeſon fain, t 1 
That of the panter and the net ben rd, 7 
Upon the ſoulir that hem made awhap ec 
Inwintir, and diſtroyid had ther brode, 
In his diſpite them thought ĩt did hem . 14] 
To fing of him, and in ther ſong difpiſe 135 
The fouſè chorle that for his covitifſe-'; - 
Had hem betrayid with his ſophiſtri : 
This was ther ſong; The foulir we deſ e, 
And all his crafte and foe ylongincere Az 363 
Layis of love, that joie it was to here, S 
In worſhipping and praiſing of her thokds:1: raue 
And for the newẽ blisſull ſy mit 's ſake; 982 0 op 4 
Upon the hraunchis full af;bloſmis ſoft: 
In ther delitg thei tournid hem full aft, BA 
And ſorgin, Bliſſid be 1 NN. 145 
For on his daie I cheſe you to be mine Lad g. 5 1 


Withoutiꝑ repenting. mine hertè ſwete! 1 
And therwithall their beckis gonnin . 
Yelding honour and humble obeiſaunce 54 T 


To Love, and dideen ther othir — 130 
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That longith unto ov and to nature; 
Cdnſtre we that as you liſt I doe no mad e AT 
And tho that had dbin unkindeneſſe 
As doeth the tidife for e 02 10 fittY 
Beſoughtin mereie of ther treſpaſing,/! //! | 154 
And humilly ſongin ther repentin g 
And ſworin on the bloſmis to be true, Murs nt 
So that ther makis would-tpen hem rhe:) ©) 1177 
And at the laſt thei madin'ther acord eg 
All found thei Dautigit for the time a lurde, 160 
Yet Pite thorough his ſtrong gentill mig 
Foryave, and made mercie paſlin right 
Through Innocence and rulid N 2777 03 N 
But | ne clepe nat-irinocptice falie, nw tus 1 
Ne falſe pite, for vertus is the dna 6 4 101 1.264 
As Ethicke ſaieth, in ſoche manir I mene: 
And thus theſe foulis, voide of all malice, i! i: 1! 
Accordidin to love, and laſtin dite 
Of hate, and ſongin all of one acord e.. 
Welcome Sommir, our govirnour and lorde! 1970 
And Zephyrus and Flora gentillyx TID b 204 | 
Yave to the flouris ſoſt and tendiriyx Milo! Sing! > | | 
Ther ſore breth, and made hem for to ſprede, 
As god and goddeſſe of the flourĩe med 
In whiche me thought I mightè daĩe by daĩie 175 
Dwellin alwaie the joly monthe of Mae 
Withoutin ſepe, withoutin mete or drinke; 1: '-! ! 
Adoune full ſoftily'l gan to ſinke, 45 755 tri 11 


And lening on my elbow and my ide 
The long daie I ſhope me for r, ana 
For nothing ellis, and I ſhall nat 12 0 L 1608 dt bo A 
But for to lokin upon the Daiſtey) | 1 +) 1 
That well by reſon men it — 31 geb 
The Daiſie, or els the eye of the daie, at rt lf. 
The empriſe, and the leure:of flouris all? 185 
I I praie to God that fairè mote ſhe 8 1 1691 00 
And all that lovin flouris for her fake! | + 1 
Bot nathelefle ne wene ba bee bas THA 
In praiſing af the Floure again the Lefe 7 1 7 
No more than of the corne again the 34 1090 
For as to me ulis levir none ne lother; ar 
I nam withholdin yet with 8 | 
Nel 1 n'et who ſervith Lefe ne who the Floure; 
Well brouk in thei ther ſervice or labourez 1 


For this thing is all of anothir tonne, 193 


Ot old ſtorie, er ſoche thing was begonne. 
Wan that the funne out of the ſauth gan witgh'd 110 
And that this floure gan cloſe and gon to reſt, 
For derknes of the Nen the which ſhe drede, 
Home to mine FF 200 
Jo gone toireſt, and erly for to riſe 3% 
To ſene this floure to ſprede-as/l delle | 5 
Ami in a little herbir that + have, G 6crt of J 1 
That benchid was of turvis freſhe igrave, 
I bad men ſhouldin me my couchè make; 205 
For deinte of the newè ſommir's ſake | 
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I bad hem ſtrawin flourisot-mybedders! -: 17) 04/1 
Whan I was laiedand had mine ey hedde 
fell aſlepezandNeptanihoure or tw] wr bo 4s 
Me met haw-[laic in the midowe tho nend 

To ſene this floure that I luve ſo and dr ede, 
And from aferte came walking in che mede 
The god of Love, and in bis hande a queen, 
And ſhe was clad in roiall habite grene, A biuuen 2 
A fret of TG ares une, FEM 165570 rer 


Wüh deen end | hall wat te,» 121 14411 
For all the world riglit as a erdbeer 10 % 2421905 nf 
Icrounid is, wth white levis lite ha Pet 
So OY 2116) gab 
For of o perlè fine arientalllJlJuJ 
Her bia ene ee al; Ha bei no r. 
For which the white caroune above the grene . >| 
'Y made her like a Daiſie for to 1ſene, © 4 1 . | 
Conſidrid eke her ret af gold above; © 2: 225 
Iclothid was this miglit ie god of Love Ae 33 > 
In filke embroidid; full of grenè green, 14 
In whiche there was a fret of red roſe leves, 
"The freſniſt ſens the worlde was firſt begann 
His gilt here was yerounid with a ſon 430 
In ſtede of gold, for hevineſſe and weight,. 
Iherwith me thought his face ſhone ſo bright 
That well ynnethis might l him behold. 
And in his hand micthouglit I ſawe him hold 
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Two faric dartis as the gledis rede 233 
- And angelike his wingis ſawe | ſpredeg/ 
Aud all be that men ſain that blinde is he fs 
Algatis me thought that he might wele ſe, 
For ſteruihj on me he gan behold. ed na o 
And by the hande he helde this noble quene, 
Crounid with white, aud clothid al in ar i Da A 
So womanly, ſo benigne, ard ſo eke, . 
That in this worlde though that men ene. 


Halfe her beaute ne ſhouldin thei nat finde 245 

In creture that yformid is by Kinde, 
And therfore maie I ſain, as thinkich me, 

This ſong in praiſing ol chis ladie fre: 


- , Hide, Abſolon, thy giltè treſſis clere, 
Heſter, late thou thy mekeneſſe all adoun, 230 
Hide, en 0 

Penelope, and Marcia Catoun, ai n 

Make of your ifehode no „ 

. Hide ye your beautics, Iſoude and Helein, 

My ladie cometh, that allchis nie diftain.- 25g 

Thy faire bodie ne let it not appere 4] 

Lavine, and thou Lacrece of Rome toun, 

And Polyxene, that boughtin love ſo dere, 

And Cleopatra, with all thy paſſioun | 

Hide ye your trouthe of love and your renoun, 260 

And thou Thiſbe, that haſt of love ſoche pain, 

My ladie cometh, that all this maie diſtain. 


FH 


 #F 
& ® 
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„Hero, Dido, Laodomia', ifer ol 1 ewes oF 
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And Phyllis hanging for Demophoon , 
And Canace; eſpyid by thy chere, 4265 
Hypſipyle, betrayid by Jaſon, e e Po 9531 3 BAY 
Makith of your trouth e Hot 
Nor Hypermneſtra or Ariadne, yetwaine, +) {+ 4. 


My ladie cometh, chat all thismaie diſtainn. 


This balade maie full well iſongia be, we 
As | have ſaid erſt, by my ladie fre, + wo hh he © 
For certainly all theſe mowe not ſuſſice 
To! apperin with my ladie in no wiſe/, 1 
For as the ſunnè woll the fire diſta ß, 
So paſſith all my ladie ſovèerainn, 255 
That is ſa gode, ſo faire, ſo debonair ec, 
I praie to God that evir fall her fairen 
For ne had comfort ben of her preſence 15 &f 
I had ben dedde without any defencge 57 
For drede of Lov'is wordis'and his chere, 280 
As whan time is hereaftir ye ſhall here. 

Behinde this god of Love ee 2g bod 
awe coming of ladyis ninetene OG 
In roiall habit, a full eſie pace 
And aftir them of Coates asbl bes V. Dial | in8h 
That ſens that God Adam had made of yert gn 
The thirdè part ef mankibde, ortheFerth, ett HA 
Ne wende 1: gat by poſfibilite 28737 mi beute bug 
Had evir in this ids Wolde We, wo D Avin of 

Volume X. Yi ime W3od 2745 1 


E 


/ 


And true of love theſe women were echons 
Now whether was that's wondir bürger non, | Þn & 
That right anom as that theĩ goune eſpie 

This floure whiche 9 
Full ſodaiuly thei ſtint in all at ou sa,, 
And knelid doune as tt were for the nones, 295 
And ſongin with o voice, Hele und eu: 
e HI fi HO re er dN N ele u 
That berith our aldir priſ in figuring, well ed 
He ese coreuailiviththo witecing 3. iN 1 2 
And with that worde a compas enviroun wr 
Thei fittin hem full ſoftly adoun 2. 

Firſt are goto Le, nd liv que, T7 
With the White coroune, yclad all in grene, 

And ſithis all the remnaunt by and by, | 

As thei were ef eſtate; full curtiſ j 

Ne mee k e 
The mountenante of a furlong waie of ſpace. 

I kneling by this floure in gode entent 
Abode to knowin what chis peple ment 
As ſtill as any ſtone, till at te laſtt V ne 
This god of Love on me his eyin caſt, 105 
And ſaid, Who knelith there? and — 

Unto his aſking whan that I it herd, 
And ſaied, Sir, k am l, and come him nere, 
And ſalued him. (Quod he) What eee : 
80 nigh mine owns floure ſo boldily? ? 316 
ee Wi truily „ ene 
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A worme to nighin nere my flour than thou. 
And why, Sir, (quodit): and it Hit v 11 ers 
For thou Mt arr ern werd gepr. 340 . 
It is my relike digheand:delitablegss 7! 7: mul 
And thou eee e eee rig 
And of mine old ſervauntis thou miſſaleſt, 
And hindriſt hem with thy tranſlacionn | 
And lettiſt folke from ther de vocionm 323 
To ſervin me, and holdiſt ile t 0; nge 1497” 
To ſer vin Love; thou maieſt it nat dene, & 1 
For in plain text, withbutin nede oi gloſ ej, 
Thou' haſt tranſlated The Romaunt of the Roſe, 
That is an hereſie ayenſt my la we; i SEL d 77 330 
And makiſt wiſe folke fro me to withdraw 
And of Creſeide thou haft faide ene g Io 
That makith men tb 1 2 
That ben as trewe as er was any ſtele: mo 
Of thine anſwere aviſin the right wele, PE "835 
For though that thou renyid haſt my lawe, 
As othir wretchis have done many a dae, 
By Seint Venus, which that my mothir is, k 
I that thou:liwetbau ddt repichtin miez. . See 1G. | 
So cruilly that it ſhal wel be ſeue. $4430 2 53 tt. _ 
Tho ſpake this lady, ctothid all n green, 
And ſayid, God, right of your curtifie | reds 27s 
Ye mote herkin if that he can ceplie 2 
Ayenſt al this that ye have'to:himrmeved;-!: > » | 
A God ne ſhoulde nat be thus agreved; - Biwak 345 
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But of his deite he ſhal be ſlable jn 
And thetto gracious and merci able 
And if ye were a god that knowin all! 
Than might it be, as I you tellin ſhall, | 
This man to you maie falfely ben ads 1085 350 
That as by right him oughtin ed Rae. 
For in your court is many a 4 ee 3b 
And many a queint totoler accuſoun. 
That tabouren in youreris Wale! «four 
Right aftit ther ĩmaginacioun, 
Jo have your dallaunce, and bone en vy; 
'Cheſe ben the cauſis, and, I ſhal nat a | 
Envie is lave'ndir of the court alwaie, ' is 4 10 
For ſhe ne part ith neĩthir night ne dae 
Out of the houſe of Cæſar, thus ſaith Dant, 360 
Who ſo that goeth algate ſhe wol nat want. 
And eke peraunter fer this man is niſſe 
He mightin done it, gelling no malice /, 
But for he uſith thingis for tormake 1513 0p; 5.) 
IIim reckith nought of what matir age 36s 
Or him was bodin makin thilkè twey - 
Oft ſome perſone, and durſt it niht, 
Or him repentith uttirly of this, 132 
He ne hath nat dotic lo grevondly mis - 
Too tranſlatin that olde clerkis write, 370 
As though that he of malice would enditen 
Diſjite of Love, and had himſelfe it wrought; 
This ſhould a rightwiſe lorde have in his thought, 


And nat be uns times, ee, Wh ban 
That han no rewarde hut at tirann i;; 373 
For he that king or lorde is nature, 
Him ought not be a tiraum e rue 
As a fermour, to done the harme he can, 
He muſt thinkin it is his liegꝭ ma, 19 
As is his treſour, and his golde in coſer, 1 380 
This is the ſentence of the philoſopher 1 58 
A kinge ts kepe his liegis in juftlee} jj 
Withoutin doutè that is his offices 1 1 2 00 
Al wol he kepe his lordes in ther degre,'/ 1 i 
As it is right and ſxil that theiſhalde bo 38 
Enhaunſid and honourid, and moſt der,; 
For thei ben halfegoddis in this world here, 
Yet mote he done both tight to pore and riche, T 
Al be that ther eſtate be nath both liche,, 
And have of povir folke 09% e e 


For lo the gentil kinde of the lion! a ba 
For whan a flie offendith him or biteth Hug 
| He with his taile awaie the flie Dee IS; 


Al elily, for of his genterie 0. 09 0 1 4 
Him deinith nat to wreke hin 6b TY 395 
eee eee ep Lot 13 he 
In noble corage ought to ben areſt, W e! 

> And wayin every thing by equitt ea 
And have regarde unto his owne N 8 „ 
For, Sir, it is no maiſtrie for a lorde ee | 
To dampne a man without anſwere of . Eg 

Duj > 
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And for a lorde that is ful foule to uſe; 
And it ſo be he-maie him nat excuſq̃ 
But aſkith mercy with a dredeful herte, 
And profirith him right in his bare ſherte. 405 
To ben right at your owne jugement, 
Than ought a god by ſhort aviſemennt 
Conſidre' his owne honour and his treſpace, _ 
For ſith no cauſe of deth heth in thiscaſe 
You ought to ben the lightlier merciable: 410 
Lettith your ire, and beth ſomwhat tretable; 
The man hath ſervid you of his conninges, 
And forthrid well your law in his makinges; - 
Al be it that he can nat wel endite, |, 
Yet hath he madin leude ſolke delite'- 413 
To eee eee 2 
He made the boke that hight The Houſe of Nane, 
And eke The Deth of Blaunchè the Ducheſle, | 
And The' Parliment of Foulis, as -gefle, _ 
And al The Love of Palamon and Arcite - 420 
Of Thebis, though the ſtorie is knowen lite, | 
And many an hymne for your holy daies, 
That hightin Balades, eee f 
And for to ſpeke of othir holineſſe, 
He hath in proſe trauſlatid Boece, | f 
And made The Life alſo of Saint Cecile, 
He madin alſo, gon is a grete OR 
Origines upon the Maudelaine, 5 
Him oughtia now to have the leſs paine; 

d 
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He hath made many a ley and manyꝰ a thing. 43 

Now as ye be a god and eke a kinſg g,, 
I your Alceſte, Whilom Quene of hrace, 
I aſke you this man right of your grace; +1 nl 
That ye him nevir hurte in al his live 
And he ſhal ſwerin to you, and that blive, 435 
He ſhal ner more agiltin in this wiſe, 9 5! 
But ſhal makin as ye wol him deviſe 
Of women trewe in loving al their life 
Where ſo ye wol of maidin or of wife, by ofT 
And forthrin ybu as muche as he — aig | > HOP 
Or in The Roſe or ellis in Creſeide; 5 ads 5 1001 

The god of Love anſwerde her be. to 0 
Madame, (quod he) it is fo longe agon $04 
That. I you knew ſo charitable” and and Diele 
That nevir yet fithin the worlde was newe 445 
To me ne founde I bettir none than xe; 
If that I wol yſavin my degree 
I may nor wol nat werne your requeſt: 
Al lieth in you; doth with him as you leſt. 

Lal foryeve withoutin lengir ſpac, J 
For who fo yeveth a yeſte or doth a grace 
Do it betime, his thanke ſhab be the more. 
And demith ye what he ſhal do therefore. 

Go, thankith now my lady here (quod he. * 5111 
I roſe, and doun I ſet me on my knee, 481 
And ſayid thus; Madame, the God above 
For yelde yon that ye the god of Love aiv 161 U 
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Have makid me his wrathe to foryeve,” | 


And give me grace ſo lange for to live 7 
That 1 maie know ſothily what ye be 460 


That have me holpen and put in this degre! 


But trewily I wende as in this caas 


Nought have agilte ne done to Love treſpas; 


For why? a trewe man writhoutin dredn,e 
Hath nat to partin with a thev'is dede? 465 

Ne a trewe lovir ought me not to blame 
Though that Iſpeke a falſe lovir ſome ſhame, 


Thei oughtin rather with me for to holde 


For that l of Creſeide wrote or tolde, 

Or of the Roſe; what ſo mine author ment 470 
Algatis God wote it was mine entent  _ 
To forthrin trouth in love, and it cherice, 
And to ben ware fro falſeneſſe and fro vice, 


Ey whiche enſample this was my mening. 


And ſhe anſwerde, Let be thine arguing, 475 
For Love ne wol not countirpletid be 
In right ne wrong. abd lerne that of me: 


Thou haſt thy grace, and holde the right therto; 


Now woll faine what penaunce thou ſhalt do 
For thy treſpace: Underſtandith it here 1 
Thou ſhalt while that thou liviſt en 


The moſt partie of thy time ſpende 


Id making of a glorious Legende | 
OF Ocds Weds, Noth inaidiaic ddd mite) 
That werin trewe in loving all ther lives, 485 
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And tellin of falſe men tliat hem betraien, 
That al ther life ne do nat but aſſaien 
How many women thei maie done à name; 
For in your world that is nat holde a game 
And though that the like nat a lovir bs 49 | 
Speke wel of love, this penaunce yeve l the, r 
And to the god of Love I ſhal ſo praie 
That he ſhal charge his ſervantes by cop ale | 
Jo forthrin the, and wel thy labour quite; 

Go now thy waie, this penaunce is but lite; 
And when this boke is made yeve it the . 
On my behalſe, at Eltham or at Sene. 
The god of Love gan ſmile, and than he ſaide; 
Wolt thou (quod he) wher this be wiſe or mae, 


N 
5 S. 
* 38 2 * 1 


— . 
ow 


be 


Or quene or counteſſe, ar of what degre, 500 
That hath ſo litill penaunce ye vin the, 0 5. A af 
That haſt deſervid ſorely for to ſmerte?- 1111157 7 
But pite rennith ſone in gentle herte, - 


That maiſt thou ſene ; ſhe kithith what ſhe is. 
And [ anſwerde, Naie, Sir, ſo have I blis; nl 
No more but that I ſe el ſhe is gode. + + 5 7 
That is a trews tale by mine hole 
( Quod Love) and that thou knowiſt wel bende, * 


it it be ſo that thou aviſè tg e 

Haſt thou nat in a bokꝭ in thy cheſte 1 
The gretè godeneſſe of the Quene der K 
That turnid was into a Dãiſ ie 86 
She that for her huſbonde cheſc to die, tl We 
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And eke to gone to hell rathir than he, 
And Hercules reſcuid her parde, 


0 
And I anfwerde againe; and ſayid, Ves; 


Now know I her ; and is this gode Alceſte, 


The Diicſie, and mine owne hert' is reſte ? 
Now fele I wel the godeneſſe of this wife, 

That both aſtir her deth and in her liſe 

Her gretè bounte doublich her renoun, 

Wel hath ſhe quit me mine affectioun 

That I have to her floure the Dàieſie; 

No wondir is though Jove her ſtelliſie, 

Astellth Agaton, for her godeneſſe, 

Her white corowne berith of it witneſſe, 

For all ſo many virtuis had ſhe * 

As ſmal florounis in her corowne be; 

In remembraunce of her and in honour 

Cybilla made the Daicſie, and the flour 

Icrownid al with white, as men maie ſe, 

And Mars yave her a corown red parde, 

In ſtede of rubies ſet among the white; 


Therwith this quene won red for ſhame alite 


Whan ſhe was praiſid ſo in her preſence. 


Than ſayid Love, A ful grete negligence 
Was it to the, that ilke time thou made 


(Hide, Atfolen, thy treſſic ) in balade, 


That thou forgette her in thy ſonge to ſette, 


Eith that thou art ſo gretly in her act: e, 


| oh 


52s 


335 


549 
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And wotiſt wel that kalender is m 
To any woman that wol lovir bea 
For ſhe taught all the crafte of trewe loving, 
And namily of wifehode the living, wy 
And all the bondis that ſhe ought to kepe; 
Thy litil witte was thilke time aſlepe; SME 4th 
But now l chargꝭ the upon thy liſe ot ow 167 
That in thy Le than make dEchiv with; ro 
Wuhan thou haſt othir ſmale imade before 330 
And fare nom wel, I charge the no more, r bas 
But er | go this muche I wolthe tel, by 
Ne ſhal no trewè lovir come in hel. 

Theſe othirladies fitting here arowe __ 
Ben in my balade, if thou conſt hem knowe, 5 55 
And in thy bokis al thou ſhak hem finde, 
Have hem We eee . 
mene of them that hen in thy knowing, 
For here ben twenty thoufande mo ſitting 
Than that thou deal adfh ghd ina, 569 
And trewe of love; for ought that maie befal; - 
Makith the metris of hem as the leſte, 


I mote gone home, the ſunne drawrith weſte, 
To Paradis, with al this companie, 
And ſervin alwaiethe freſh Diaific 2+ + + 86 
At Cleopatra I wol that thou beginne, In oR 
And ſo forthe, e ee * 
For let ſe now what man that lovir be 


Wol done fo n n _ 10 n 
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I wote wel that thou maieſt not al ĩt rime ' 37 
That ſuche loviris diĩddin in ther time e 
It were tp longe to redin and to here: 
Saffifith me thou make in this manere, N 
That rthou;reherce of al ther life the _ | 4 
Aftir theſe olde authors liſte fur 2 375 

For who ſo ſhal ſo many a ſtorie tel N 1K 
Sey ſhorrily; or he ſhal to ee TECH 
And with that worde my bokis gan 1'take, * 
And right thus on my Legende gan make. - 599 

Thus tndeth the en, 1 71 
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QUENE-OF/EGY PTE 7 oo 2 
PP re of Ptolemy the King, W vel 
That all Egypt had in his governing, 
Reignid his ſuſtir Quene Cleopatras 
Til on a time bifel there ſuche a caas #1 
That out of Rome way ſent a ſenatour 5 
To conquerin relmis, and bring honour * 

Vnto the tune of Rome, as was uſaunce, 


To have the worlde at her obeifaunce, 

And, ſothe to ſaie, Antonius was his nam. 
So fil it, ee ee eee 1021920 

Whan he was fallin in proſperite IQ! WA 


Rebel unto the toune of Rome is Ws 
And or al thiꝭ the ſuſlir of Cæſare 
He leſt her falſely, er that ſhe was ware, 
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And would algatis han anothir wife. * 
For whiche he toke with Rome and oer. 

Natheleſſe, for ſothe this ilke ſenatuur 
Was a ful worthy gentil werriour, 4 > 


4 


And of his deth it was ful grete damage: 
But Love had brought this man infuck a mages 20 
And him ſo narow boundan in his laas, ftoT 
And al for the love of Cleopatras, - * #0511 +04 

That al the world he ſet at no value: 1 


Him thought there was nothing toben ds 
As Cleopatras ſor to love and ſervee: 0 


Him roughtè nat in armis for to ſter de 
In the defence of her and of her right. 


This noble Quene eke lovid ſo this knigùe 
Through bis deſerte and for his chivalri e 
As certainlie, but if that bokis lie, 30 
He was of perſon and of gentilneſſq̃ 
And of diſcretion and of hardinefe, 1 +, 
Worthy to any wight that livin maie, 
And ſhe was faire as is the roſe in Maiez t 
And, for to makin ſhorte is the beſt, 335 
She woxe his wife, and had him as her leſt. 23 
The wedding and the feſtꝭ to deviſe; 

To me that hade ĩtakin ſuche empriſe 


Of ſo many a ſtorie for to make, 75 11 SF 
Nee AIG dio: 4 
Of thing that berith more effecte and charge, 
For men maie ovirlade a hippe or barge; Au, 
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And forthy to effecte than wol I ſkippe, 
And al the remnaunt I wol let it ſlippe. 
Octavian, that wode was of this dede, 
Shope him an hoſte on 2 to —_ 
Al uttirly far his diſtruction, {4 172 
With ftoate Romainis, cruil as 5 We 
To ſhip thei went; and thus I let hem ſaile. 
Antonius was ware; and wol not faile 
To metin with theſe Romaines if he maie, 
Toke eke his rede, and both upon a daie 
His wife and he, and al his hoſt, forth went 
To ſhip anone; no lengir thei ne ſtent, 
And in the ſe it happid hem to mete; 


Up goeth the trumpe, and for to ſhoute and ſhete, | 


And painin'hem to ſet on with the ſunne; 
With grifly ſoune out goith the grete gonne, 
And hertily thei hurtlin al at ones, 


” = 
x * 
- 


And fro the top doune comith the grete ſtones, 60 


In goth the grapinel ſo ful of crokes 
Among the ropis ran the ſhering hokes, 
In with the polaxe pteſith he and he, 
Behinde the maſte beginnith he to fle, 


And out againe, and drivith him or horde, 


He ſtickith him upon his ſper is orde, 
He rent the ſaile with hokis like a ſithe, 


He bringeth the cuppe, and bidditk hem be du 


He pourith peſen upon the hatchis ſlider, 
With pottis ful of lime thei gon togider, 


Y 


/ 
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And thus the longs daie in fight thei perde, 
Til at the EI lay I TORR Mn 1 bak 
Antonius is ſhent and put to flight, | uk TH 
And lnb e 12 


Fleeth eke the Quene, with al her purple aue, 15 
For ſtrokis whiche that went as thicke as haile; 


No wondir was, ſhe might it nat endure : 
And whan Antony ſawe that avinturey” + 68 tt 


Alas (quod he) the daie that l was borne! +: | 
My worſhip in this daie thus have I lorne, 80 
And for diſpaire out of his witte he ſterte, : 
AT A eee REF LE dT 
Er that he ferthir went out of the place: PT. 
His wife, that could of Cæſar have eee | 


To Egypt fled for drede and for diſtreſſe; 85 
But herkenith, ye that ſpekin of kindeneſſQG. 


Ve men that falſely ſwerin many an ots 
That ye wol die if that your love be wrote, 
Here maie ye ſene of women ſuch a truu r 
This woful Cleopatre' had made ſuche routn 90 
That there n'is tongè none that maie it tell, 
But ou the morowe ſhe wol no lengir d wel, 
But made her ſubtil werkmen make a ſhrine 
Of al the rubies and the ſtonis ſine 0 ov 104 
In al Egypt which that ſhe coulde eſpie, -- 9s 
And ſhe put ful the ſhrine of fpicerie, - | 
And lette the corſe enbaume, and forth ſhe fe 
ann 
Eq . 


— 
* 
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And next the ſhrine a pit than doth ſhe grave, | 


And al the ſerpentis that ſue might have 16 
She put hem in that grave, and thus ſhe ſeide,; 
Now love, to whom my ſorowful hert obeide 

So ferforthly, that fro that blisful hour 
That I you ſwore to ben al frely your, 2 
I mene you, Antonius, my knight, 105 
That nev:r waking in the daie or night 

Ye n ere out o mine hert is remembraunce, --- 
For wele ur wo, for carole or for daunce, 

And in my ſelfe this covenant made | tho, 0 
That right ſuche as ye feltin, wele or wo, 110 
As ferforth as it in my powir la ice, 14 
Unreprovable” unto my wifehode aie, 

The ſame would I felin in life or dethe, _ i 
And thilkZ covenaunt while me laſtith bretde 
1 wol fulfil, and that ſhal wel be ſene, fins 
Was ner unto her love a trewir quene; | 
And with that word nakid, with ful gode hert,. 
Among the ſerpentes in the pitte ſhe ſtert, 

And there ſhe cheſe to have her burying: 

Anone the nedirs gonne her for to ſting, 120 
And ſhe her deth tece vith with gode chere, 

For love of Antony that was her dere; 

And this is ftorial ſothe, it is no fable. 

Now er | finde a man thus trewe and ſtable, 

And wol for love his deth ſo frely take, 

] praic, God let our hedisnevirake! 126 

Here endeth the Legende of Cleopatra. 


HERE rotowerH 
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Ar Babylons whilom fil i it thus, | 
The whiche toun the Quene Simiramus 
Let dichin al about, and wallis male 
Full hie of harde tilis wel ibake: + + + 
There werin dwelling in this noble toun ”"_ 
Two lordis which that were of grete renoun, 
And wonidin ſo nigh upon a grene | 357 396 
That there n'as but a ſtone wal hem biwdueL ©. L 
As oftin in grete tounis is the wonne, '- 
And, ſothe to ſaine, that one man had a ſonne 
Of al that londe one of the luſtyiſt, 

That othir had a doughtir the fairiſftt 
That eſtward in the world was tho dwelling; + 
The name of everiche gan to othir ſpringg 
By women that were neighbouris aboute/, 15 
For in that countre yet withoutin doute 5 1 
Maidinis ben ikepte for jelouſie affy A 
Ful ſtraitely, leſt thei diddin ſome foli 
This yonge man was clepid Pyramus, 2 
And Thiſbe hight the maide (Naſo ſaith thus): 10 
And thus by reporte was ther name iſuove, 
That as thei woxe in age ſo woxe ther love 
And certaine, as by reſon of ther age, 
Ther might have ben denn. hem mariage, 10 
ä E ny | 
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But that ther fathirs n'olde it nat affent; 25 
And thei in love ylike ſore bothè brent | 

That none of al ther frendis might it lette, 

But privily ſomtimis yet thei mette 

By fleight, and ſpakin ſome of ther deſire, | 

As wrie the glede and hottir'is the fire; 30 
Forbid a love and it' is ten times ſo wode. 

This wal which that betwixt hem both yſtode 
Was cloven atworight fro the top adoun 4 
Of olde time of his foundacioun, e | 
But yet this clifte was ſo narow and lite 33 

It was nat ſenè, (dere inough a mite) | 
But what is that that love can not eſpie? 

Ye lovirs two, if that I ſhal nat lie, 
Ye foundin firſt this litle narowe clifte,  =— 
And with a ſounde as ſofte as any ſhrifte 40 
Thei let ther wordis through the cliftè pace, N 
And toldin, while that thei ſtoden in the place, 
Al ther complaint of love and al ther wo, 
At every time whan thei durſtin ſo. | 

Upon that one ſide of the wal ſtode he, 45 
And on that other fide ſtode Thiſbe, f 241% 
The ſwete ſoune of othir to receve, | | 
And thus ther wardeins wouldin thei diſceve, 

And every daie this wal thei wouldin threte, 
And wiſh to God that it were doun ibetez 30 
Thus would thei ſaine, Alas! thou wickid wal, 
Thorough thine envie thou us lettiſt al; 

ö \ 


* 
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Why n'ilt thou cleveor fallinalatwo?- 
Or at the leſt, but thou wouldiſt fo, - 1 2 
Yet wouldiſt thou but oniĩs let us mete, x55 
Or onis that we mightin kiſſin fwete, © © | 1 
Than were we cur id of bur caris colde; 
But nathèleſſe yet be we to the holde, 
In as muche as thou ſuffriſt for to gone 
Our wordis through thy lime and eke thy ſtone, Go 
Yet oughtin we with the ben wel apaide; 
And whan theſe idil wordis werin faide 

The colde wal thei woldin kiſſe of ſtone, 
And take ther leve, and forth thei woldin gone, 
And this was gladly in the evintide, - 65 
Or wondir erly, leſt men it eſpide : 4 5H 
And longè time thei wrought in wr 
Til on a daie, whan Phœbus gan to clere, 
Aurora with the ſtremis of her hete 
Had dryid up the dewe of herbis wete, 70 
Unto this clifte, as it was wonte to be, Nerds 
Come Pyramus, and aftir come Thiſbe, 
And plightin trouth right fully in ther fuie, 
That ilke ſame night to tele awaie, 
And to begile ther wardeins everichone; - 78 
And forth out of the cite for to gone; Fo 
And for the feldis ben ſo brode and wide 94 e 2s {7 
For to metin in o place at o tide Fett At | 
Thei ſettin ce nieringis Gould be 3 
There King Ninus was gra ven undir a tre, 80 


| 
| 
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For olde Painims, that.idollis heried, FEUY ET 
Uſidin tho in feldis to ben'beried; + 4 
And faſtè by bis grave was a wel, 
And ſhortily of this tale for to tel, eine of 
This covenaunt was aftirmid wondir 8 aged 
And longe hem thoughtin that the ſonne ys 
That it n'ere gone undir the fe adoun. 
This Thiſbe hath fo grete affeRioun, 

F ſo grete liking Pyramus to ſe, 0 34 
That whan ſhe ſa we her time might ybe 90 
At night ſhe ſtale awaie ful privily, | 

With her face iwimplid full ſubtilly, 

For al her frendis (for to ſave her trouthe) 

She hath forſake, alas! and that is routhe, | 
That eyir woman would ybe ſo trewe i GS 
To truſtin man but ſhe the bet him knewez 
And to the tre ſhe goeth a ful gode pace, 

For love made her ſo hardy in this caſe, 

And by the welle adoun ſhe gan her dreſſe. 

Alas! than comith 4 wilde lioneſſe 1c 
Out of the wode, withoutin more areſt, ; 
With blode mouthe of ſtrangling of a beſt, _ 

To drinkin of the wel there as ſhe ſat 

And whan that Thiſbe had eſpyid that 

She riſt her up with a ful drery herte, 105 
And in a cave with dredful ſote ſhe ſterte 
For by the mone ſhe ſawe it wel with al,. 
And as ſhy ran her wimple let ſhe fall, an a 
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And toke none kede, ſo ſors ſhe waguwhapet; , 
And eke ſo glad for that ſhe was eſcaped 1 x16 
And thus The fat and lurkith wondir ſtill. 
Whan that this honeſſe hath dronke her fil! 
Aboutin the well gan ſhe for to winde, 
And right anon the wimple gan ſhe findey 
And with her blody mouthe it al torente; 13 
Whan this was done no lengir ſhe ne ſtene; + © 
But to the wode her way than hath ſhe nume. 

And ax the laſt this Pyramus is come, 
But al to longe, alas! at home was he; . 
The mone ſhone, men mightin weliſez | | 120 
And in his waie, as that he come ful faſt. 
His eyin to the grounde adoun he caft; * 
And in the ſonde, as he behelde adoun,, n, 
He ſaw the ſteppis brode of a lioun, oo 
And in his hert he fodainly agroſe, 123 
And pale he wexte, ther with his hert aroſe, 
And nere he came, and founde the wimple torne; 
Alas (quod he) the daie that I was borne! © | 


This o night wol both us loviris le: bAR 
How ſhould I aſkin mercy of Thiſode 130 
Whan lam he that have you ſlaine ? alas? 
My biding hath you ſlainè io this caa:: Wo. 


Alas ! to bidde a woman gone by night 
In place there as perill fallin might, 0 

And | ſo flowe: alas! I ne had de 135 
Here in this place a furlonge'waic er ye. 
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Now what lioun that is in this foreſt ++ ++ fr) 

My body mote he rentin, or what beſt 

That wilde is, gnawin mote he now mine herte. 

And with that worde he to the wimple ſterte, 140 

And kiſte it ofte, and wepte on it fulſore, ' 

And ſaid, Wimple, alas! there n' is no more, 

But thou ſhalt ſele as wel the blode of me 

As thou haſt felte the bleding of Thiſbe: - 

And with that worde he ſmote him to the herte, 144 

The blode out of the wounde as brode aſterte 

As watir, whan the conduite brokin is. : Tal 
Now Thiſbe, which that ne wiſt not of this 

But ſitting oF deer bak 

Yf it fo fallin that my Pyramus 500 

Be comen hithir, and may me nat ifinde, © 14 

He maie me holdin-falſe and eke ae: 

And out ſhe cometh, and aftir him ct ul bn 

Both with her herte and eke with her eien, 

And thought I wol him tellin of my drede 155 

Both of the lioneſſe and of my dede; . 

And at the laſt her love than hath ſhe founde 

Ybeting with his helis on the grounde 

Al blody*, and therwithal abacke ſhe ſterte, 1 

And like the wawis quappe began her herte, 160 

And pale as boxe ſhe woxe, and in a throwe _ 

Aviſid her, and gan him wel to knoẽwe, 

That it was Pyramus, her hertè dere: 

O! who could writin whiche a dedly chere 


\ 
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Hath Thiſbe now and how plea m_ 
And how ſhe gan her ſelſin to turment, 
And how ſhe lieth and ſwounith on the 4 
And how ſhe wept of teris ful his wounde, 7 
How medlith ſhe his blode with her complaint, 
How with her blod her ſelvin gan ſhe oy” 170 
How clippith ſhe the red ded corſe, alas! +150 
How doth this woful Thiſbe iu this caas, + 
How kiſſith ſhe his froſty mouthe {6 colde}.+ -! *:.1 
Who hath don this? and who hath ben ſo bolde 
To fleen my life? o! ſpeke my Pyramus, 175 
Iam thy Thiſbe that the callith thus 
And therwithal the liftith up his he. 
This wofull man, that was nat fully ded. 
Whan that he herde the name of Thiſbe crien, 
On her he caſt his hevy dedly eyen, 1280 
And doun againe, and yeldith up the goſt. 
Thiſbe riſt up withoutin noiſe or boſty! +7 1 
And ſaw her wimple and his empty ſheth,-: +. 
And eke his ſwerde, that him hath don to det, 
Than ſpake ſhe thus; My woful hande (quod ſhe) i 
Is ſtronge inough in ſuche a werke to me, 186 
For love ſhal yeve me ſtrength and hardineſſe 
To make my wounde large inough r H 
I wol the falowen ded, and I wol be l ö 
Felawe and cauſe eke of thy deth, (quod ne) 
And though that nothing ſave the deth onyx bevy 
Might the fro me departin trewily, | 
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Thou ſhalt no more departin now ſro me 
Than fro the deth; for I wol go with thbe. 
rn 195 
We that ywerin whilom childrin uur, 
We prayin you withoutin more env ie 
That in o gravè e both motin lic 
Sens love hath brought ws to this pitous ende: 
And rightwiſe God to every lovir ſende, ans 
That lovith trewly, more proſperite 
Than evir had Pyramus and Thiſbe,'  - + (© 
And let no gentil woman her aſſure Rt of 
To puttin her in ſuche an avinturet 1 1 65! 
But God forbid but that a woman can 203 
Ben as true and as loving as a man, 7 


And for my part I ſhal anon it kith; L S1>og8 tt an 
And with that word his fwerd ſhe toke ſwith,”' 
That warme was of her lov' is blode and hot, 
And to the hertè ſhe her ſelvin ſmote. 1 
And thus are Thiſbe' — » ad. 
Of trewè men I findin but fewe mo > bf: # 
In al my bokis ſave this Pyranius, 


(And herfore have pokin of bm h. on 2] 
For it is deinte to us men to finde 215 
A man that can in love be trewe 7 ent oT 

Here maie ye ſene, what lovir ſo he bee 
A woman dare and can as wel as he. $62 bus s _ 


Here endeth the Legende of Thiſp bah, 
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nt br CARTHAGE. K me 3 | ” 
Gros and bonourNirgile Mancuan, | aged 
Be to thy name, and I ſhal as l can 8 6 bb : 4 
Folo we thy lanterne as thou goeſt fore, A 
How ZEneas to Dido was forſ-Worne 
In thine Eneide, and Naſp wol I take 8 
The tenour and the gret effectis make. 17 


Whan Troie ybrought was to dran rod « 

By Grekis fleight, and namely by Sinon 
Faining the horſe offrid unto Miner ve. 
Thrugh which that many a Trojan muſt fre, 10 


And Hector had aſtir his deth apered, 
. 
In al the noble toure of Iliooua n. 285 


That of the cite Was the chefe dong enn, 
And al the countre was ſo lone ibronghe, * 9010"; PRE 
And Priamus the king fordone and nought, 
And Eneas was chargid by Venus 
To flien awaie, he roke Aſ canis 
That was his ſon, in his right hande and fledde, 
And on his backe he bare and with him ledde 20 
His olde fathir clepid Anchiſ es, 6 ownd A 
And by the waie his e e eee, IQ 151 I 
And mokil forow had he in his minde od al 
Er that he could his ED 1c uvs 11 t} 
Felune x. 5 0 
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But at the laſt, whan he had hem yfounde, 
He made hem redy in a certaine ſtounde, 
And to the ſe ful faſt he gan him hie, 

And ſailith forth with Are 
Aer cee 

But of his aventuris in the fe 

Nis nat e eee 
For it accordith nat to my matere: 
But as | ſaid, of him and of Dido 

Shal be my tals til that I have do. 

So longe he ſailid in the ſaltè ſe 

Til in Libye unneth arrivid he 

With ſhippis ſevin, and no more navie, 
And glad he was to londe for to hie, 

So was he with the tempeſt al to ſhake; - 


And whan that he the havin had itake — 


He had a knight was callid Achates, ' - 

And him of all his felowſhip he cheſe 

To gone with him the countre for t' eſpie, 

He ne toke with him no more companie, 

But forthe thei gon, and leſt his ſhippis ride, 

His fere and he, withoutin any guide. 
So long he walkith, in this wildirneſſe 

Till at the laſt he met an huntirefſe; | 

A bowe in honde and arowis had ſhe, 

Her clothis cuttid were unto the kne, - 

But ſhe was yet the fairiſt ereãture 

That evir was iformid by Nature, 
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And Æneas and Achates ſhegrette, 00 ch 
And thus ſhe to hem ſpake han ſhe hem met: 
Sawe ye, . 34 
Any of my ſuſtrin walke you beſide, a sit 
With any wilde bore or othir beſt, diaet Ul 
That thei have aide ow 2} 2540 
Ituckid up, with arowes in ther cas 
Naie, ſothly, ladie, (quod this Eneas: 60 
But by thy beaute, as it thinkith mc, 
Thou mightiſt ne vir yerthly woman bez + 
But Phoebus ſuſtir art thou as | geſſe, 1202 369 
And if ſo be that thou be a goddeſſe 


Have mercie on our labour and our wo. 65 
I n'am no goddeſſe ſothly, quod ſhe tho. 
For maidins walkin in this countre here T 


With NINO WES 
This is the relme of Libye there ye ben, 
Of whiche that Dido ladie is and quene 70 
And ſhortly tolde all the occaſion + * TE a 
Why Dido came into that region,, 
Of whiche as now me liſtith nat to rhime;z © 
It nedith nat; it n'ere but loſſe of time,; 
For this is all and ſome, it was Venus, 777 
His owne mothir, that ſpake with him thus: 
And to CE Ine Þ 


And vaniſhid anon out of his ſight. t. 
I could folowin worde for worde ee £24 9% USL | 
Does it would laſtin all to longè while. an 1568 | 
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- This noble Quene, that clepid was Dido, 
That whilom was the wife of Sichzo, 
That fairir was by ferr than the bright ſonne, 
This noble toune of Catthage hath begonne, FA 
In whiche ſhe reignith in ſo grete honour 8& 
That ſhe was holdin of all quenis flour + 
Of gentilleſſe, of fredome, and beaute, 
That well was him that might her onis ſe, 
Ofkingis and of lordis ſo deſired, - * 
That all the worlde her beaute had iſired, 90 
She ſtode ſo well in every wight'is grace. 
Whan ZEneas was come unto the place, 
Unto the maiſtirtemple of all the toun, 
There Dido was in her devocioun, _ | 
Full privily his waie than hath he nome: 935 
Wan he was into the large temple come 
I can not ſaine if that it be poſlible, 
But Venus had him makid inviſible, 
Thus faith the boke, withoutin any leſe. 
And whan this Ancas and Achates X09 
Haddin in this temple ben ovir all, 
Than foundin thei depaintid on a wall 
How Troie and all the lande diſtroyid was; 
Alas that, I was borne! (quod neas) 
Thorough the world our ſhame is kid ſo wide, neg 
Now it is paintid upon every ſide: 
All we that werin in proſperite 
Ben now diſclaundrid, and in ſoche degre, 
| 7 ö 
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No lengir for to livin i ne ke; 1 


And with that word he braſt out de 31 110 


So tendirly that routh it was to ſene. N 
This freſhè ladie, of the cite Quene,- | 41 by 'B 

Stode in the temple? in her eſtate roiall, K 

So richily and eke ſo faire wit hall 


So yong, ſo luſtie, with her eyin glade, 113 
That if that God that hevin and yerth made 
Would have a love, for beaute and godeneſſe, 
And womanhede, and trouth and ſemelineſſc̃, 
Whom ſhould he lovin but this ladie fwete ? | 1 + 


There n' is no woman to him half ſo mete. 120 


Fortune, that hath the world in govirnaunfe/, 
Hath ſodainly brought in ſo newe a chaunce --: 
That nevir was there yet ſo frened a caas, 


For all the companie of Aneas, rt xl 


Which that we wenid have lorne in the ſe, 125 

Arivid is nought ferre fro that cite, | 

For whiche the gretiſt of his lordis fome - . 

By avinture ben to the cite come, + 633-97 tore 

Unto that ſame temple for to ſekeeee 

The Quene, and of her ſocour her beſeke, 130 

ne renome was ther ſprong of her godenes. 
And whan that thei had tolde all ther diſtreſs, 

And all ther tempeſt and all ther hard caſe,” 


Unto the Quene-apperid Rneas, Ani ore 1 
And opialy beknewe that it was hes: $35 
Who haddin joiè than but his meine, oo 
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That haddin found ther lorde, ther govirnour ? 


— ks, | 
And had herd oft of Æneas er tho, aur af 
And in her herte ſhe had routhe and wo 140 
That evir ſoche a noble man as he 
Shall ben diſheritid in foche degre, 


And ſaw¾e the man that he was like a knight, 
And ſuffifaunt of perſone and of might, | 
And like to ben a very gentilman, I45 
And well his wordis he beſettin can, 
And had a noble viſage for the nones, 
And formid well of brawne and eke of bones, 
And aftir Venus had ſoche fairèneſſe 
That no man might be halfe ſo faire | geſſe, 150 
And well a lorde him ſemid for to be; — | 
And for he was a ſtraungir, ſomwhat ſhe 
Ylikid him the bet, as God doe bote, 
To ſome folk oftin news thing is ſute; | 
Anon her herte hath pite of his wo, 155 
And with that pite love ycame alſo; $ 
And thus for pite and for gentilnefle 
Refreſhid-muſt he ben af his diſtrefle. 
That he hath had ſoche perill and ſoche caas, 160 
She to him ſpake, and ſaied as ye maie here: 

Be ye nat Venus ſonne and Anchiſes ? 
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That L maie godely doen you ye ſhall hareg wag! 


Your ſhippis and your meinè ſhall I ſave: - 


And many a gentill worde ſhe ſpake him to, 


And commaundid her meſſangirs to go 

The ſame daie withoutin any faile 

His ſhippis for to ſeke and hem vitaile: 

Full many a beſt ſhe to the ſhippis ſent, 

And with the wine ſhe gan hem to preſent, 

And to her roiall paleis ſhe her ſpedde, 

And Eneas alwaie with her ſhe ledde. 
What nedith you the feſtis to diſcrive? 

He nevir bet at eſe was in his live; 

Full was the feſt of deinties and richeſſe, 

Of inſtrumentes, of ſong, and of gladneſſe, 

And many' an amo rous loking and n 
This Aneas is come to paradiſe 

Out of the ſwolowe' of hell, and thus in joĩe 

Remembrith him of his eſtate in Troie. 

To daunſing chambris full of paramentes, 

Of riche beddis and of ornamentes, 

This Æneas is ledde aftir the mete; 


And with the Quene whan that he had yſete, 


And ſpicis partid, and the wine agon, 
Unto his chambir was he lad anon 
To take his eſe and for to have his reſt, 


wich all his folke to doen what ſo hem leſt. 


There ne was courſir well ibridlid none, 
Ne ſteds for the juſting well to gone, 


1 
« 
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Ne large paulfrey eſie for the nones, 
Ne jewill yfret full of richè tones, 8 
Ne ſackis full of gold, of large wight, 195 
Ne rubie none that ſhinith bright by night, 
Ne gentill hautin faukon aeronere, 
Ne hounde for harte, or wilde bore, or . 
Ne cuppe of gold, with floreins newe ibette, 
That in the londe of Libye maie ben gette ⁊co 
That Dido ne* hath ÆEneas it iſent, 2 
And all is payid what that he hath ſpent. 
Thus can this worthy Quene her geſtis call, 
As ſhe that can in fredome paſſin all. 

Fneas ſothely eke, withoutin leſe, % 203 
Hath ſent to his ſhippis by Achates <1 
Aſtir his ſonne; and aſtir riche thinges, = 
Both ſceptre, clothis, brochis, and eke ringes, 
Some for to were, and ſome for to preſent _ 
To her that all theſe noble thinges him ſent, 210 
And bad his ſonne how that he ſhould ymake 
The preſenting, and to the Quene it take. 

Repairid is this Achates again, x 
And #neas full blisfull is and fain 
To ſein his yonge fonne Aſcanius, | / 215 
For unto him it was reportid thus, 
That Cupido, that is the god of Love, 
At prayir of his mothir hie above, 
Yhad the likeneſſe of the childe itake, 
This noble Quene enamoured for to make 220 
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On Æneas; but as to that ſcripture, 
Be as be maie,I make of it no cure; 


3 


Por foth is this, the-Quane e 


Uato this childe that wondir was to here, 

And of the preſent that his fathir ſent 

She thankid him full oft in gode entent. 

Thus is this Quene in pleſaunce and in joie 

With all theſe news luſtie falke of Troie, 

And of the dedis hath ſhe more enquered 

Of Eneas, and all the ſtorie lered 

Of Troie, and all the longe daie thei twaie 

Entendidin for to ſpeke and to plaie, 

Of whiche there gan to bredin ſoche a fire, 

That ſelie Dido hath now foche defire 

With Eneas her newt geſt to dele 

That ſhe hath loſt her hewe and eke her hele. 
Now to the' effect, now to the fruite, of all 

Why have told this ſtorie and tellin: ſhall. 
Thus I beginne. It fell upon a night, 

Whan that the mone upreiſid had her light, 

This noble Quene unto her reſt ywent, 

She ſighid ſore, and gon her ſelf tourment, 

She walkith, waloweth, and made many braied, 

As doen theſe lovirs, as I have herd ſaied, 

And at the laſte unto her ſuſtir Anne 


230 


235 


240 


i 


| She made her mone, and right thus ſpake ſhe 4. wy 


Now, dere ſuſtir mine! what maie it be 


That me agaſtith in my dreme? (quod ſhe) 


| | 


| 
{ 
{ 
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This ilke newe Trojan is ſo in my thought, 
For that me thinketh he is ſo well iwrought, 250 
And eke ſo likely for to ben a man, | 
And therwithall ſo mikill gode he can, 
That all my love and life lieth in his cure; 
Have ye nat herd him tell his avinture ? 

Now certis, Anne, if that ye rede me, 255 
1 woldin fain to him iweddid be: \ 
This is the effect; what ſhould I more ſeine ? 
In him lieth all to doe me live or deine. ; 

Her ſuſtir Anne, as ſhe that coud her gode, 
Said as her thought, and ſomdele it py 260 
But hereof was fo long a ſermoning 
It were to long to makin reherſingg © - 
But finally, it maie not be withſtonde, = 
Love woll ylove, for no wight woll it wonde, 
The dawning upriſt out of the ſalte ſe, 265 
This amorous Quene chargith her meine 
The nettis dreſſe, and ſperis brode and kene, 
An hunting woll this luſtie freſhe Quene, 
So prickith her this newè jolie Wo; b 
To horſe is all her luſtie folke igo,  * 270 
Unto the court the houndis ben ibrought, e 
And upon courſir ſwift as any thought 
Her yonge knightis hevin all about, 
And of her women eke an huge rout : TEE 
Upon a thicke palfraie, papirwhite, . 
With ſadill redde, enbroudid with delite, +4 


q 
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Of golde the barris, up enboſſid high, 
Sate Dido, all in golde and perreywrigh, ' - A 
And ſhe is faire as is the brightè morowe  — * 
That helith fick folkis of night'is ſorowe, 280 
Upon a courſir ſtartling as the fire, 5.42 1 
Men mightin tourne him with a little wire. 
But Eneas, like Phœbus to deviſe, 
So was he freſh arayid in his wiſe, £247 "564% 
The fomie bridill, with the bitte of gold, 23835 
Govirnith he right as himſclf hath would: 
And forthe this noble Quene, this ladie, ride © 
On hunting, with this Trojan by her ſide . ; 
The herde of hartis foundin is anon, | N 
With Hey go bet, pricke thou, let gon, let gon! 2;6 | 
Why n'il the lion comin or the bere,' | 
That I might him ones metin with this beer F watt 2 . 
i 
' 
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Thus ſain this yongè folke, and up thei kill x 
The wilde hartis, and have hem at ther vill. 5 S; 
Emong all this to romblin eee, eue | 5 
The thondir rorid with a griſly ſtev enn, 
Boune come the rain, with haile and ſlet ſo faſt, 
With hevin's fire, that made ſo ſore'agait i 
This noble Quene and alſo her mein, 
That eche of hem was glad awaie to fle: +306 
And, ſhortly, fro the tempeſtherto ſave 4 
She fled her ſelf into a little cave, F 
And with her went this Eneas alſ e. 
I n'ot with hem if ther went any mo, 4 
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The auctour makith of it no mencion 305 
And here began the depe aſſection 1 f 
Bitwixt hem two; this was the firſte morowe 
Of her gladneſſe and ginning of her ſorowe, 
For there hath ZEneas iknelid ſo, 2 5 monty 
And tolde her all his hert and all his wo, 310 
And ſworne ſo depè to her to be true 
For well or wo, and chaungin for no newe, 
And as a falſe lovir ſo well can plain, | 
That ſelie Dido rewid on his pain, 4h 
Toke him for huſbond, and became his wife _ 315 
For evirmore, while that hem laſt ſhulde life; 
And aftir this, whan that the tempeſt ſtente, 
With mirth out as thei came homeward en 1 
The wickid fame uproſe, and that anon, | 
How ZEneas hath with the Quene igon 3a0 
Into the cave, and demid as hem liſt; a U 
And whan the King (that Varbas hight) ie wit, 
As he that had her loved evir his _— | a 
And wowid her to havin to his wife, | wot 
Soche ſorow as he hath makid and bebe chere 325 
It is a routhe and pite for to here: g 
But as in love all daie it happith ſ 
That one ſhall laughin ar an woo Belly 135 25 
Now laughith Zneas, and is in joĩe : 
And more richeſle than evir was in Troje. 330 

O ſelie woman, full of innocence, — 
Full of pite, of truthe, and continence ! 

8. \ | 
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What makid you to men to truſſin ſo bo bo A 
Have ye ſoche routhe upon ther fainid 
And have ſoche old enſamplis you beforne? 335 
Se ye nat all how that thei ben forſworne? + De 
Where ſe ye one that he ne” hath lafte his lefe/, 
Or ben unkinde, or doen her Pains <a pr! bunk 
Or pillid her, or boſtid of his dedde?? 


Ye maie as e ee een "346 ; 


Takith hede now of this grete nia * 


This Trojan, that ſo well her — < Gand : de 


That fainith him ſo true and obeiſin gg 
So geiitill and ſo privieꝰ ef his doing. 
And can ſo well doen all his obeiſauncfe, 345 
And whan ſhe gocth to templeꝰ and home again, 
And faſlin till he hath his ladie ſein, | 


And berivin his deviſis for her ſake 


Ne'ot U nat what, and fongis would he make, 330 


]uſlin, and doen of armis many thin ges 


Sende her lettirs, tokins, brochis, and ringes. 5 
Now herkenith how he ſhal his lady ſerve: 
There as he was in perill for to ſter de 
For hungir and for miſchefe in the ſe/, 335 
And deſolate; and fledde fro his coun tre 
Abd all his folke with tempeſt all to driven, 
She hath her body and eke her relme yevenn | 
Into his honde, there as ſhe might have ben 
Of othir lande than of Carthage a quene, 360 
Volume X. G 


3 


78 | £264 or DIDO'Y, OF CARTHAGE 


And lived in joy inough; what would ye more? 
l werie of his craft within a throwe, 
And the hote erneſt is all ovieblowe, 
And privily he doeth his ſhippisdight, 36 
And ſhapith him to ſtele awaie by night. | 
This Dido hath ſuſpe ion of this, 
And thoughtin well that it was all amis, | 
For in his bedde he lieth anight and ſiket ; 
She aſkith him anon, What the miſliketh, 370 
My ders herte ! whicke that I lovin moſte? 
Certis (quod he) this night my fathir's ghoſte 
Hath in my ſlepe me ſo ſorely tourmented, 
And eke Mercurie his meſſage hath preſented, | 
That nedis to the conqueſt of Itaile e 
My deſtinie is ſons for to ſaile, 
For which me thinkith broſtin is mine hertz 
Therwith his falfe teris out thei ſtert, 
And takith her within his armis two. | 
Is that in erneſt? (qupd ſhe) woll ye fo? 38s 
Have ye not ſworne to wife me for to take? 
Alas! what woman woll ye of me make? 
Fam a gentill woman and a quene, 
Ye woll not fro your wife thus foul yflene ? 
That I was borne alas! what ſhall Ido? 338 
Io telle in ſhort, this noble Quene Dido | 
She ſckith halowes and doeth ſacrifice, 
She koclith, crieth, that routh is to deviſe, 


LEG. or DIDOQ. OF CAR TRACE, 
Conjurith him, and profe'rith him to oba ed 
His thrall, his ſervaunt, in the beſt degre, 390 
She fallith him to ſate, and ſownith there, Pp 
Diſche vilid with her bright gildid ere: 

And ſaieth, Have mercy! let me with you ride, 
Theſe lordis whichethat wonnin me beſide 
Woll me deſtroyin onely for yaur ſake; NN 395 | 
And if ye wolle me now torwife-ytake; © | 
As ye have ſworne, than woll i yeve youleve 
To ſlaen me with your ſwerde now ere ou 
For than yet ſhall | dyin as your wife; {* 
1 am with childe, and yeve my childs hislife 2 400 
O mercie, Lorde! have pite in your thought. | 
But all this thing availith n 
For on a night he ſleping let her lis, 2 
And ſtole awaye into his cumpany, e. 
And as a traitour forthe he gan to ſaile 406 
Towardis the large countre of ltailej “ns: 
And thus hath he laft Dido' in wo and pine, . 
And weddid there a ladie hight Lawine. 
A clothe he laſt, and eke his ſworde ſtanding. 
W han he fro Dido ſtale in her ſleping, 40 
Whan that he ſtale awaĩe to his navie. 7A 


N 14.4% * 
Which cloth whan ſelie Dido gan amake | 3 
She hath it kiſte ful oftin for his ſake; 4 L 
And ſaid, — — — . „ 
Thos POOR unbinde me ee «x | 
: © Gy. 
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I ä Weine 
And thus, alas! wirhoutin his ſocourſe i 
Twentie timis ãſwounid bath ſhe than. 
And whan that ſhe unto E 543420 
Complainid had of which I maie not write, 
So grete routh I have it ſor to end ite 
And bad her notice and her ſuſtrin gen 
To fetchin ſire: aud othir thinges anon, 
And ſayid that ſhe woulde ſacrifiez 438325 
And whan ſhe might her timè well aſpie - 
Upon the fire of ſacrifice ſhe ſterte . 
And with his ſworde ſhe rofe her to the herte: 
But as mine auctour ſaith yet this ſhe ſeide, 
Or ſhe was hurtin, beforne or ſhe deide. 430 
She wrote at lettre anon, and thus began: 

Right ſo (quod ſhe) as the milkwhite ſwan 
- Ayenſt his dethibeginnith for to ſinng. 
Right ſo to you I make my complaining, 
Not that E trowe to gettin you again, 435 
gens that the goddes ben contrarĩous to me, 
But ſin my name is loſt through you (quod ſhe) | 
I maie well leſe a worde on you or letter, _ 
All be it | ſhall be ne vir the better , 0 
For thilke wind that ble we your ſhip awaie 
The ſame winde hath blowe awaie your faĩie: 
But who ſa wol al this lettre? have in minde 
Rede Ovide, and in him he ſhall it finde. | 444 
bus endeth the Legende of Dido © uene of Carthage. 
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Genius iH: nd 

Taso rote of falſe loviris, Duke n e 
Thou ſleer, devourir, and confuſion, | 
Of gentill women, gentil.creitures, - | UT 
Thou adi —— by bhnes', 
To ladies of thy ſcathliche aparaunce, N 
And of thy wordis farſid with pleſaun ce, 
And of thy fainid trouth and thy ma nere, 
With thine abciſaunce and humble chere. 
And with thine counterfeitid pain and wo ; | 
There othir falſin one thou falſid tw]ꝗW . 10 . 
O! Nee GRIT eee ep 1 105 
For love whan thou ne feltiſt maladie Tec 
Save foule delite, whiche that thoucallif love 3; 
If that I live thy name ſhall be yſhove- 9717 
In Engle, ha th deepe tall be knows. "ns 
Have at the, Jaſon; now thin horn is blow. 
But certis it is both routh and oo 
That Love with ſalſe lovirs werkith ſo, Sor AN 
For thei ſhal have well bettir love and chere 
Than he that hath aboughtin love full dere, 0 
Or had in armis many a bloodie bones, 
For ay as tendre a capon eteth the fon. 
Though he be fals, and hath the foule betraied, 
e e eee hath paied; 
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Although he havs to the capon ſlcill and right 25 

The falſè foxe woll have his part as night: . 

On Jaſon this enfample* i is well ifene 
Buy Hypſipyle' and — the — 1 


in Theſſalie, as Ovide tellith uss, 3 | 
There was a knight that hightin — Hans 0 
That had a brothir whiche that hight 1 | 
TE ee eee 


He yave to Peleus the govirning * 
olala km lee and ng 
Of whiche ſon this Jaſon gettin was, 35 


That in his time in all that land there wy Fr 
Nat ſoche a famous knight of gentilleſſe, 

Of fredome, of ſtrengthe, and of luſtineſſe. 
Aftir his fathir's deth he bare him fo = 
That there n'as none that liſt to ben his foe, 
But did him all honour and companie, ; 
Of whiche this Peleus hath grete envie, 
Imagining'that Jaſon might ybe 
Enhaunſid fo, Oye or inks Gigs,” W 1 
With love of lordis of his regioun, 18445 
That from his reigne he maie be put 40 . 
And in his wit anight compaſſid he 

How this Jaſon might beſt diſtroyid be, 

Withoutin ſclaundir of his compaſment; a e 
And at the laſt he toke aviſement | 30 


6 ; " 


That to ſende him into ſome ferre countre, 


Theras this Jaſon maie diſtroyid be: 
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This was his wit, all made he to Jaſon; - its ben 
Grete chere of loke and o affection n 
Tor drede leſt that his lordis it eſpideeQ. <7 +5 
And ſo bifell it, as fame ronnith wide, 1 F 
There was ſoche tiding or all, and — bak 
That in an iſle that callid was Colchos, 1h 
That ſtonte beyonde Troie eſtward in the ſe, 


There was a Ram which that men mightin ſe 60 
That had a Flees of Golde that ſhone ſo bright 


That no where was there ſoche an othir ſigt; 
But it was kept alwaie with a drageun, 4 — 
And many othir marvailes up and doun, 
And with two bullis makid all of brass 4 wow 
That ſpittin fire, and mochil thing cher want 6320 
But this was eke the tale natheles,” s,, 
That who ſo would ywinnin thilke Flees ce hi H a 
He muſt bothe, or that he it eee 27 
With the bullis and with the dragon ſight. as 15 
And King Oëtus lorde was of that ile. 
This Peleus bethought upon this While 
That he his nevewe Jaſon” attendant; F 1 ** T. 
To ſailin to that londe him to diſport, Artig 


And ſayid, Nevewe, if it might ybe — 35 


That ſoche a worſhip might beſallin tre 
That thou this famous treſure mightiſt win, 


And bringin it my region within 


It were to me grete pleſaunce and honour, * . 
Than were 1 holdin to quite thy labour, d 


ba. 1 


o r. or rr rtr aA. 
Aud all thy coſtis I woll my ſelf make, | 
And cheſith what folke'thou ole with the take : 
. | | 
Jaſon was young, and luſtie of corage, | 
And undirtoke to doen thivilke empriſe; — 85 
Anon Argus his ſhippis gan deviſe. F 
And aaay' wn cthirtharke with him ches 


| eee erung wc Sgt] 
b a eee, ARA 646190 
a Philocrtesanon te fil up drough, | 


Out of kinrovnire callid Ä— aint itt 

So long thei ſailid in the ſaltè ſe 95 
be bee dee used hs N 

All be this nat reberfid of Guido. 

Yet ſaieth Ovide in his Epiſtlis ſo; 

And of this ileland ladie was and quene 

The faire and yonge Hypſipylethe mene, 10 
Aud roming on the elevis by the fe; | | 

Undir a banke anone eſpyid ſhe ' | 

Where laie the ſhippe that-Jaſon gon arive; 105 
Of her godeneſſe adoune ſhe ſendith blive — 
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To doen hem ſocour, as was her uſaunce 2 


To furth' rin every wight,: and dou een 

Of very bounte and of curtiſie. 15 N 28 T 
This meſſangir adbune him eden. 01 ban 

And founde Jaſon and Hereules alſo 

That in a cogge to londe werin go a A 

em to refreſhin and to take the aire, 11 


The morowning attempre was and faire, 


And in ther waie this meſſangir hem mette: 
Full conningly theſe lordis two he E MAM 


And did his meſſage, aſxing hem anon | hit 


If thei wer brokin or ought wo bigon, ++: A 120 
Or had nede of lodeſmen or of vitaile? bib bal 
For of ſuccour they ſnouldin nothing end 5 * 
For it was uttirly the Quen'i is will. | WY 7511 104 
Jaſon anſwerid mekily and ſ till, 
My ladie (quod he) thanke l hertiliß taz 
Of her godeneſſe: us nedith trujly 1 op 2 hen 
Nothing as now, but that we werie bern 
And comin for to plaie out of theſe + + 6b 
Till that the winde be bettir in our waie. 
This ladie romith by the cliffe to plaie, 130 
With her meinè, endlong upon the ſtronde, 
And findith Jaſon and this othir ſtondlnle 
In ſpeking of this thing, as I you toll. 
This Hercules and Jaſon gan behold | +44 5 
How that the Quene it was, and faire her grets was | 
Anon ram: as thei with this hae mebes! a och . 


1 "Y = 1 * aT wad Layer rig 2 * „ * * * „ 
* ge = — _ * 7 = _—_— * „ a <> Fx © * . , 
. g 2 2 5 1 ed ad, ' 1 = « , d 
2 = Pa * . > 
. { — . tt Int wet = — 
— grate — * BOLT ——— — — — 
4, 
„ * 


= 


| 
- Pats @# o - 

: —— N : 

* = 


$5 LES; OF YCPSISYLE AND MEDEA. 
And ſhe toke hede, and knewe by ther manere, - 


Dyttheraraie, by wordis, and by chere, put © 
eee oe apron corn: e pad ö 
And to the caſtle with her ledith frre oY 


Theſe ftraungt folke, and doith den gret honor, 


And aſkith hem of travaile and of labor 
That thei have ſuffrĩd in the ſaltè ſe; | 
So that within a daie, or two or thre, 


ghe knewe byrhe folks tht in his f be 145 


That it was Jaſon, full of renomè, 

And Hercules, that had the gretè loos, 
That ſoughtin the aventures of Colchos, 
And did *hem honour more than before, 
And with Hint loSeriy ling divine, > 
For thei ben worthy folke withoutin leſe, 
And namely moſte ſhe ſpake with Hercules, 


To him her herte ſhe bare, an he ſhould be 


Sadde, wiſe, and true, of wordis aviſe, 
Withoutin any othir affection 
Of love, or othir imaginacion. 


This Hercules hath this Jaſon ſo preiſed, 


That to the ſunnè he hath him up reiſed, 
That halfe ſo true a man there n'as of love 
Undir the cope of heven that is above, 


And he was wiſe, hardie, ſecrete, and riche, 
Of theſe iii pointis there n'as non bim liche, 


Of fredome paſſid he and luſtiehedde 
All tho that livin and all tho ben dedde, 
: \ 


150 


160 
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Thereto ſo grete a gentillman was he, #4587 165 
And of Theſſalie likely king to beg 
There n'as no lacke but that he was g] ?ỹft 
To love, and for to fpekin ſham#faſt; ;: 
Him had levir himſelf mardir and die 
Than that men ſhould a lovir him eſpie, 0 
As woldè God above that I had gi te 
My blode and fleſhe, fo that I might lie 
With the bones, that he had aught where n 
For his eſtate, for ſoche a luſtie liſe $3 ln 
She ſhouldin ledin with this luſtic knight: 274 
And all this was compaſſid on the night _ n 
Betwixin Jaſon and this Hercules 
Of both theſe two here was a ſhreudè leſe, | 
To come to houſe upon an innocent. 
For to bedote this Quene was ther entent. 186 
And Jaſon is as coic as is a maidemm 
He lokith pitouſly, but naught he faied;. 
But frely yave he to her counfailers ant 
Yeftis full grete and to her officer 
As would God that 1 lefir had and tim 1382 
By proceſſe all his wocing for to rime; 3240 
But in this houfe if a falfe lovir bgm 
Right as himſelf now doeth right fo did he 
With faining and with every ſubtill dede: #7 
Ye get no more of me but ye woll rede 196 
Th' originall, that tellith all the caas. * 62 10 
Tus ſothe is this, that Jaſon weddid was | 
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6 | . awbidiora, 


| dio this Queue, and take of her ſubſaunce 


What ſo him liſt unto G e " 


And upon herbegate he childrin two, 
And drough his ſaile, and ſawe ber bei mo. 
A lettir ſent ſhe unto him certain, nm,, 


Which were to long to writin and eofin, 


And him reprovith of his grete untrouth, 


And prayith him on her to have ne 
And on his childrin two: ſhe faied him this, 
That thei be like of allè thing iwis | 
To Jaſon, fave that thei couth nat begile ; 


And prayid God or it were longe while 


That ſhe that had his herte ireſt ber fro 


Miote findig him untrue and falſe alſo, 


And that ſhe muſte both her childrin ſpill,- 

And alle tho that ſuffrith him his will. 

And true to Jaſon was ſhe all her life, 

And evir kept her chaſte as for his wife, 

Ne nevir had ſhe joie at her herte, 

But dyid ſq; his love ſof ſorowes ſmerte. 
To Colchis comin 4s this Dake * ; 

That is of love devourir and dragon, 

As matire appetitith ſor me alwaie, 

And from forme into forme it _ 55 5 

Or as a wellè that were botomles; 1 

Right ſo can falſe Jafon ha ve no pees 


For to deſirin through his appetite 


To doen with gentillwoman his Ante: 
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This is his luſte and his felicite. i; j 0200 ME: 
Jaſon is romid forthe to the cite ru roT 
That whilom clepid was Jaſonicos,' - Fr Unt 
rere de maiirone of ll Coles, 1147 288 
And hath. itolde the cauſe 6 11rd 427 
Unto Acta, of that countre king, #'5y wad 
Prajing him thas he nf doen his an 
To getts. 'the ee PAD IT ARA 1005 i 
Of whiche the a e e th £1 yat7 
And doth him honour as it is to done, 230 
So ferforth ee eee o: #12159 7 
Medea, whiche-that. was ſo wiſe and fais, oy 
Th A ee eee 5 rot 


- 


He made her doe to Jaſon companie 

At mete, and ſittin by him ia the hall. is 
NA ee yas. 74410 

Ann ̃ĩ⅛ Ä Am =7% 

And of his loke roiall as a lioun, no . 

And godelie of his ſpeche and a 51 ns 


And cond of love dhe coolant ited : ; Fer 
Were t bein 16, ee 15 
e pe e e c * 
She woxe enamorid upon this man 1 
Jabun, (nd eee Wen 
As of this thing the whiche ye hen about, 443 
Ye and your ſelf ye put in mochil doubt. 
For who ſo nene A +864 ch 
He maie nat wele aſtertin as Lleye ul hu} 7 
Volume . K 


86 tor urre iP YLE AND DEA. 
Withoutin deth, but I his help be: 
But natheles it is my will (quod e) 230 
To forthrin you ſo that ye ſhall nat die, 167 4 
But turnin founde home to your anke 0 E 
My right fair lady! (quod this Jaſon tho) 
That ye have of my deth or of my WCW 
Any regarde; and doen me this honour, 2235 
| Reduce pants re Z14 
May nat deſervin it my liv'is daie; 1 
eee eee eee aß bal 
Your man am I, and lowely you beſeche 92 
To ben my helpe withoutin mor ſpeche; © 260 
But certis for my deth ſhal ſ not ſpare. 4 
Tho gan this Medea to him declare 
The peril of this caſe fro point to point, — -- 
Of his batayle, and eke in what disjoynt a 
He mote ſtondin, of whiche no creture 265 
Save onely ſne ne might his lyfe aſſure: ele Ha 
And ſhortly, right to the poynt for to go, 
They ben accordid full betwyxe hem two 
That Jaſon ſhal her wedde as her true knight, 
And terme yſet to comin ſone at nigt 270 
Unto her chambre, and make there his othe 12 
Upon the goddes, that he for lefe or lothe 
Neſhulde her nevir falſin nyght ne dye 
To ben her huſbonde whyle he lyvin maye, 
As the that from his deth him favid here; 275 
And hercupom at night they mette yfere, 


LEG, % BYPLPY AE AND/MEDEA. 9 


And doth his othe, and goch wich N W 


And on the morowe upwarde he him ſpedde, 
For ſhe hath taught him how de hal natfogle FN, 
The Flees to wynne and ſtintin his bataile, = 
And ſa vid hym his life and his honour, '-! | - F | We 
And gate him a name as a coquĩErour, T 
Right through the ſleight of her eee 
Now hath Jaſon the Fleſe, and home is went 8 


With Medea, and treſours full grete wonne: 235 
But unwyſte of her fathir ſhe is gonne 


To Theſſalye with Duke Jaſon her lefe 

That aftirwarde hath brought her to miſc TIER 

For as n traytour he is from her dee ee e =” 

And with her leſtè yongè childrin bee 290 
And falſely hath betrayid her, alas! +; 1) +97 © 

And er in love à cheſe traytout he was, 110 

And weddid yet the thirdè wyfe anon, > do bs L 2A 


That was the doughtir of the Kyng Cre. 
This is the mede of lovyng and guerdon 3 01 cog 


That Medea rece ved of Duke Jaſon: * A Nn 4 | 


Right for Her truth and for her kyndineſſe, 1c 
That loved him bettit than ber ſelf 1 2 15 
And leſte her fathir and her 8 2:11 zu 
And of Jaſon ibi is the vaſſalage. 79 5 
That in his dayes n'as ne vir non — an "i 

80 falſe a lovir goyng on the ground; 1 | 


n The ſhe of his lſneſſe Wan 


— of - 3 
* 21 (28 2 £13 [37 ITTO $31 31 > Bac? N 


5 | 
. 
And therefore in her le ttit thus ſhe ſayd, -i-|: 110] 070 


f 


$2 A e er bvenzet asu 


Why hkid'me thy yelowetereto 6"! 
More than the boundis of mys honeſte? 


Why lykid me thy youth and thy fayriefſe, = 


* 
A of thy-tonge the infynite gracyoufneſſe? * 
ol haddeſt thou in thy conqueſt ded be 


Ful mikil untrouth had there d yed with the. d 
Wel can Ovide her lettre in verſe endyte, Te 


n to longè for to write. we 
Here edeth m mA Feel and Medea. 


* HERE roLowe in 


THE LEG. OF LUCRECE OF ROME. 
Now: mote Hain th ' exilyng of _— 


Of Rome for ther horible-doyngis, 
Of the laſte kynge Sextus an pens 


"*Þ» — 
* - 


As faith Ovid and Titus Lyvius; SUES. REP. 
But for that cauſe to Tat Gf, 255 [7 


The very wyfe. the very truc Lucreſſe, "IF 


But for to prayſe and drawein memorye 


That for, her wifehode and'her ſtedfaſtneſſe 
Nat onely that theſe Panymes her commende, | 


| But that yclepid is in our Legende athront 2?) Linh 


The gret Auſtyn, that hath compaſſion - As 1 


- Of this Lucrece that ſtarfe in Romè taun, 


And in what wiſe l woll hut ſhortly trete, 


And of this thimg I touch not but the grete. | tA, | 
_ Whan Ardea befiegid was aboute 13 
With Romayni that ful ſterne werin and ſtoyt, 


KG: OP LVERRCDE OP ROME, 89 


Ful longè lay the fiege; avd litil wroughten;-" : ©: 5. 
So that they wer'halfe ydibas*hem thoughten, 
And in his play Farquinius the yonge 
Gan for to jape, for he was lyght of tonge, 20 
And ſayid that it was an ydle lyfe,-'--!) 5 4 107 
No man We eee 1 
And let us ſpeke of wivis, that is beſt t... 
Praiſe everie man his on as him leſt t, 
And with ov pchiet wa fe or hart. 47 +195 
 Aknight(yclepid Colatin) up ſtette, 

And ſayid thus, Nay, Sir, it is no nede e 4 
To trowin on the worde but on the dede :?: 
I have a wife (quod he) that as l tre 
Is holdin gode of al that er her knowe, 30 
Go we to Rome to nyght and we ſhul ſaqQQ.. 
Tarquinius anſwerde, That lykith m.. 
To Rome they be comin, and faſt dem Ag, | 
To Colatyn'is houſe, and downe they ligt, 
Tarquinius and eke this Colatin m 35 
The huſbonde knewe the eftirs wel and be, 
And ful prively into the houſe thei gone: 

Nor at the gate ne portir was there none, ris" 
And at the chambre dorè they abyde. A nN 
This noble wife ſate by her bedd' is ſyde 40 


Diſeheveled, for no malyce ſhe ne thought., 4 
And ſoft wol, ſaith Livy, that the ere g r | 


1 bbSanlldg 5's 7 
Hl 


90 e or LVCKECE dF Kon. 
| And afkith*kem; What tidingesherin ye? gy 
| How ſaith men of the n 5 Aol 
| God wolde the wallis were fallin adowne! | 
| 


| Myn huſhond'is to long out of this towne, ö 
For whiche drede doth aden ro mer, MPA 


Right as A fworde it ſtyngith to wine hert Je 
| Whan | thinkin on this of of that place; on _ : 
God fave my lorde, 1 prayhim for ogra! 

| And therwithal ſo tendirly gan wepe, * 
| And of her werke the wle ee mord kepe, | | 

| But mekily ſhe let her eyin ful, 8 8 
And thilke ſemblant ſate her . L 
| Andekeherteris, ful ef boss, “N 
j Embeliffid her wifely chaſte; e 
1 Her countinaunce is to her 3 Mr a 
4 For thei accordidin in dede and fipnie. © | 60 


And with that worde her huſbonde Colatin, 
Or ſhe of him was ware, came ſtertling in, 
And fayid, Drede the nat for | am here: 

And ſhe anone up roſe with blicful chere 
And kyſſed him; as of wivis is the wonne. 65 
Tarquinius, this prouds king is forme, 
Concevid hath her beautie and het chere, 
Her yelowe here, ber bountie*, and her manere, | 
Her hewe, her wordis, that the hath 3 
And by no craft her beautie was nat fained, 

And caught unto this lady ſoche defire || 125 * 
That in hit hert he brent as any fire,” 


þ 1 
f . 
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© $0 wodely, that his witte was all forgotten, 
For wel thought he ſue ſuuldè nat be goten 
And aye the more that he was in diſpaire 75 
The more he covetith and thought e e 2 
His blind luſte was al his coveting. | 
On morowe, han the birde began to — 4 46 
Unto the ſiege he cometh ful privily,” -  —- 
And by himſelfe he walkith ſobirly, + 80 
The ymage of her recording alway new, ; 
Thus lay her here, and thus freſk was her hew, 
Thus ſate ſhe, thus ſhe ſpake; this was her chere, 
Thus faire ſhe was, and this was her manere: 
Al this conceite his herte hathinewe ytake, 35 
„And as the ſe with tempeſſ alto ſhake,” 
That aftir whan the ſtorme is al ago © 
Yet woll the watir quappe a daie or two, 
Right ſo, though that her forme were abſent 


The pleſaunee of her forms was preſent; - 90 
Or an unrigheful talent with difpite, . 
For maugre her ſhe ſhal my lemman be, 


Hap belpith bardy'men al ay, (quod he;) © 
What ende that I make it nal be ſo,  — 93 


And gyrte him with his ſworde and gan to go: 
And he forth ritt til he to Rome is come, 
And al alone his way that he hath nome 

Vnto the houſe of Colatin ful right 
Down was the ſure, and eyhath Tot kistyths;'1 100 


„% enen besser enn 


And in he came untd a privie halke; g v One 
And in the night ful thefely'gan he falke, 
| Whan cverywright wasto hin neh yhecnght,-- s bie E 
Ne no wight had of treſon ſoche a thought, 
 Whethir by windowe or by othir gin les 
With ſwerde ydrawe ſhortly he comith in rt 80 
There as ſhe lay, this noble wife Lucrece. 
And as ſhe woke her bedde ſhe feltin preſſe: d Ha ' 
What beſt, is that (quod ſhe) that wayith t thus? T 
I am the king is ſonne Larquinius pe AO ; 
(Quod he) but and thou erie or noiſe ymake, 
Or if thou any creature awake, 
By thilkè God that formid man of lyve_ 16. 
This ſer hrough thyne bende, 6 bi 
And therwithal unto her throte he ſterte, - +  - 115 
And ſet the ſwerde al ſharpe W 0 6 
. eee eee 
What ſhal ſhe ſaine? ber witte is al ago, iT 
As when a wolfe findith a lambe alone; J 
e FR rd IE] 10 
e = 
Wel wotte men that a woman hath no might; 
What ſhal ſhe erie, or how ſhal ſhe aſterte, a5 24 
That hath her by the throte with ſwerde at herte ? 
She aſkith grace, and ſaid al that ſhe can: 125 
No, wolt thou nat tho? (quod this exuil man) 
As wiſely Jupiter my ſoulè ſave Nene em 
As I ſhal in thy ſtable fle thy knave F111 eg. * 


1 er wenne e lohn 
And lay him in thy beade, nd engt . nog 252 
That I the yar in loehe woiitriey? fn! 136 
And thus thou ſhalt be ded, Al dike» | ie 
Thy name, for that thou ſhalt — HHH 8 
This Romaifis i ves lovidin ſo ther name 
At thilke tyme, and dredidin ſo the ame, 
That what. for fere of ſlaundre ae "On 13s 
She loſt at ois both her wit and breth, 
And in a ſwough ſhe lay, and woxe ſo ded bie ene 
Men mightin fmitin e {xr HON 4 


She felith nothing neithir foule ne » ab Le 5 
Tarquinius, that art a Cap once 140 

And ſhuldiſt as by linage and by rigbe 14 tP 

Done as a lorde and as a very knight, Ry 5 8 12 


Why haſt thou dene diſpite to chivalry e? 
Why haſt me e eee 
Alas! of the this was à vila nous dede. | 45 
But nowe to the* purpoſe. In the tory? odds” 
Whan he was gonne, and — Is TY 
This lady ſent aftir ber freudis al, d b 
————— tg + ++ 0. 
And diſcheili& with her hers cletee. 0 
In habyt ſoche as women uſid these 
Unto the buryeng of ther frendis go 
She ſate in hal with a ſorowful ſy gt: 
| Her frendis akin what her aylin myght. 
And whe was ded? and ſhe ſate aye wepyng, 135. 
A worde 122 14 U 


| 


, en ee ee a. ts 


And as ſhe fel adowne ſhe caſt her loke, - 55 11130 i 


8 5 1 1 ; - * = g we - * "4 


Ne upon chem ſhe durſte nat behold; -; i ba 
But at the laſte of Tatquin he hem tolde 


eee ah 1 
The wo to tellin were impoſſible nen — 


That ſhe e ee eee ee Mett T 


Al baddin folkjs bertis ben of lone 
It.might have makid hem upon her rewe. 
Her hert ywas ſo wifely and fo tre we. 
She ſaid that for her gilte ne for her blame 165 


Hier huſbonde ſhulde nat ae al 


That wolde ſhe nat ſuffrin by no waye. 


SI}: 


And they anſwerid al unto her ſaye 
eee bien br A 
It was no gylte, it lay nat in her-myght, | 170 


And ſaydin her enſamplis many one: ite ied 1 


teren dae ſt⸗ 

Be as be may (quod ſhe) of forgivyng, able. 
1 will nat have no ſorgiſte for nothing 
But privily-ſhe coughtin forth a kniſe, 175 


And therwithal ſte rafte her ſelfc her life, be i 


And of her clothis yet gode hede ſhe toke, 


For in her fallyng yet ſhe had a care ln ! 
Leſte that her fete or ſoche thingis lay bare, 150 
So wel ſhe lo vid clenneſſe and eke trouthe. 


Of her had all the towne of Rome route, 
And Brutus hath by ber chaſte blode yſwore 


That Terqain ſhulde ybaniſhed be therfore 
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And al his kinne, and ler the 
And opinly the tale he to 


31.45 


And opinly let cary her on à bere 
Through al the towne, that men may ſe and here, 
The' horible Jede' of her oppreffioun; :; 
Ne ne vir was there kyng in Romè toun 
Sens thylle day: and ſhe was Heldin there 
A ſaynt, and evre* her day yhalowed dere 
As in ther lawe. And thus endith Lücreſſe 
The noble wyfe,Pitus berith witnelſe. Me II": 


tel it for ſhe was of love fo trewe,” © 
Ne in her wil ſhe chaungid for no newe, 
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271 
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And in her ſtable herte ſadde ind atide,'! at 


That in theſe women men may al day finde 


There as they caſt ther hert there et . 
For wel 1 wote that Chriſt himſclfe tech” 
That in Iſracl, as wide as is the londe, © 

He fo grete faith in al the londe ne fonde ory | 
As in's woman, and this is no Be: nas arts, 5 
And as for meu, loke ye ſoche tyrannie 


Thei done al diie aſſay hem who'fo me. "20 
The trewiſt is ful brotil for to triſte. 
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"THE : LEGENDE OF ARIADNE . 


ys. 


X * 
CF? "Is 


or aturns. "og 


Mines, lnfernd Stan”; To 
rr 
ee eee ee 
But for to clepe ayen unto memorie 3243 
Of Theſcus the gret untrouthe of love, 124 
For whiche the goddis of hevin above dan a7 
Ben wroth, and wrath have takin for thy ſynne: 

ze red for ſhame, nowe 1 thy lyſe beginne 
Minos, that was the mighty King of Crete, 
That had an hundrid cities ſtrong and grete, 10 
To ſchole hath ſent bis ſonne Androgens 
To Athenes, of the whiche it — I 0 
That be was flayue, lerning philaſophis | M. af ve 
Right in that cyte, nat but for envie 

The grete Mines ofthe whihe that i. 15 
His ſonnis deth js comin for to wreke, 
Alcathoe' eee e 
But nathèles the wallis be ſo ſtronge, 
| And Nifus that was kyng of that ite = XX, 
So chivalrous, that litil dreditk hey 20 
Of Minos or his hoſte toke he no cure 
Tyl on a daie befil an avinture 
That Niſus doughtir ſlode upon the wal, 

And of the fiege behelde the manir al; 


% 


. 


So happid it that at a ſcarmiſhing M dad 4 "8g 
She caſte her hert upon Niaas dhe h. me 
For his beautie and ſor his chivalrye, ie hn 


LEG: or ARIADNE OF ATERNS: 9 


80 ſorely that ſue wenid for to die * N OY 1 | 


%%% opurbit Te ee to er, 
She made Minos de winain.thilks pie 4 7 
So that the cite was al at his wyl. tri, 4511 26440 li 
To ſavin whom him lite or ellis ſpill; | - 2781 5561 


But wickidly he quit het kyndèeneſſq 
And let rr 84 6T; 


N'ere that the goddis had of ber pite: £43 3 Nene 


But that tale were i longe as nowe ee 11 
Athenis was this King Minos alſo, I Da 
As Alcathoe and othir townis mo 121+ 4 


And this th effect, eee ee 

Them of Athenis that thei mote him yerven _ 
Fro yere to yete ther qwne childrin dere 
For to be ſlaine; as ye ſhal aftir here. Sf NGA © L 
This Minos hath a monſtre* Ss a wickid beſt, na Bus 


That was ſo cruil, that without areſtt 


Whan that a man was brought into his preſence. 45 
He wolde him ete; there helpith no defences + + 
And every thirde yere withoutiri doute 


* 


Thei caſtidin lotte as ĩt eame aboute — 13 31 <awelt | 
On riche and pore, he muſt his ſonne take e. 


And of his childe he muſt a preſente make Are 
To Minos, for to ſave him ot ae b YO 


Or let his beſt devour him at his will: avid; alien 
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98 LEGLOF/ARTADER OF A Turns. 
Ae hath Mings don right in dpi: 
ö rn nie 
1 tho yere tore wh tins yi Pines 
Ul And hom hefailithwhanthistoun is won | 


1 This wickid cuſtome is ſo long yron * | 
| Till that the King of Athenes, Rgæus © 
| Mote ſendin his owne ſonnè Theſeusn, 60 


| 
| Sens that the lotte is fallin him vpang + 
| > hg To ben devonrid, for grace is there non : a4 15 ans 
| | 86369 2 /; 
| Unto the countre nen el Mineeful of might, - 
| And in a priſon fettrid faſt is he 1 % 165 
| Tylthat.ithe time hothubdoyivelia ae 
Wel maiſt thou wepe, o woful Theſeus! — © 
1 That art a king is ſonne and Gamnid'thes; 
| Me thinkith this, that thou art depe a a 1 
| To whom that ſavid the fro cariscolde,”' "90 
| : And nowe yf any woman helps tge WK 
| r «+ +8:iT 
i And ben her trewe lovir yere by yere. © 
| But nowe to come aien to my matere. 4 | 
| The tours there this Theſeus is throwe 15 
| | 


| Dove in the bottom derke and wondir lowe, 
; Was joyning to the wal of a ſoreine t) 
| That longing was unto the doughtrin rweine © 


Of Minos, whiche . 
DF {4 ins 


T4 
* 
* fo = 


110% r AAN OD Arne of 
Of thilke towne in joy and in ſolas : g D 
N'ot I nat howe, it happinid per caad, d $1507 
As Theſeus complainid him by night, fi niidgi 
Th- kinge's doaghtir that Ariadne hight, 1} #0T 
And eke her ſuſtir Phœdra, herdin al 22247 By 
His complainte as thei ſtodin on the wall! 
And lokid vp upon the brighte mone, nes oT 
Hem liſtin nat to go to bedde {6 ſone,'' + 27: 154 22 
And of his wo thei had compaſtony +». 7 +; 1249 tf 
A king'is ſonne to be in ſoche priſon ,, 90 
And ben devourid, thought hem greto piees 217 0 
Than Ariadne ſpake to' her ſuſtir fre. 
And ſayd, Phœdra, my lefe ſuſtir deren! 
This woful lord'is ſonne maie ye nat here 
Howe pitouſly he complainith his kinn, 93 
And eke his pore eſtate that he is inne 
And giltileſſe ? certis nowe it is route. 
And if ye wol aſſentin, by my troutnne (7 
He ſhal ben holpin, howe ſo that we do: 
Phedra anſwerde, Vwis eee ot £611 OB 
For him as er I was for any mann, 
And to his helpe the beſt rede than 1 ent 
Is, that we done the gailir privililjl fg 
To come and ſpekin with us bali, / DN di en N 


And done this woful man with him to come, 10 | 


For if he maie this monſtir ovircome + + 4714s » 
Than were he quite, there is none othinhote * 7 ws 
Let us wel taſte him at his hert'is rote. 
15 
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meld ü anravitorarnens. 

That if fo be that hen wepon have, 
Where that he dare, his life to kepe and ſave, 110 
Figbtin with this fende, and himſelf deſende, 
For in the ptifan there he ſhal diſcende: 

N wore wel that the beſt is im a place 

To welde an axe; or ſwerde;a ſtaffe, or knife, 115 
So that me thinkith he ſhulde ſave hislifez 
Tf that he be a man he ſhal do ſo o 
And we ſhal make him ballis eke alfo 

Of wexe and towe, that whan he gapith faſt 

Into the beſtꝰ is throte he ſhal hem caſte 120 
To fleke his hbngir and encombre his tethe, A 
And right anon whan that Theſens ſethe = 


The beſt achekid he ſhal on him lee 
To ſleen him or they comin more to hepe; 


This wepon ſhal the gailir or that tyle nag 
Ful privily within the priſon hyde: A 
And for the houſe is erenelid to and fro, 1 
And hath ſo queintd wayis for to go, 

For it is ſhapin as the maſe is wrought, | 
Therto have Is remedy in my thought, 130 
That by a cle we of twyne as he hath gbn 
The ſam way he may returne anon, 

Folo'wing alway the threde as he hath eome: 

And whan that he this beſt hath ovircome | 
Than may he flien away out of this ſtede, 133 


And him avaunce at home in his enuntre. 
Sens that ſo gret a lord is ſonne is h. 
This is my rede, if that ye dare it take. m vt N 
What ſhulde Llengir ſermon. of it make? |- 240 
The gailir cometh; and with him I ſion; In bas 
And whan theſe thingis ben accordid thus / 
Adowne ſate Theſeus upon his knee: 
O the right lady of my life! (quod he) T DNN 
I forowfull man. ydamnid to Among 1:4 1 
Fro you whilis chat me ylaſtith beer biudt aT 
I wol nat twinne aftir this avinture, bun 
But in your ſervice thus wol 48-4 * a do 
That as a wretche unknow I wol dauer. * 1 oh 
For evirmore tyl that-min -herte ſterve; 130 
Forſake | wal at home min heritage 
And as I ſaid hen of your courte a page, 1 BH 
If that ye vouchſaſin that in this place 
Ye grauntin me to ha vin ſoche a gracde 
That I may have nat but my mete and drinke; 155 
And for my ſuſtinaunce yet wol I winke 
Right as you liſt, that Minos ne no Wight u BAH 
Sens that he ſaw me nevir with eyenſig lt, 
Ne no man ellis, ſhal me nat r i» rn biaoy:d leg 
So ſlily and ſo well ſual me gye, 160 
And me fo Fel disfigure and 8 x e RK 
That in this world there ſhal no man me knowe; : 5. 
To have my lyſe and to have the preſen ee 
Of you that done to me this excellen 2 nbd 
Tij 
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And if I durſieè ſayne, my lady bright? 


He would have wept for routh of his penaunce, | 
PLES 


4 \ 
OARIADNE ; 


And to my fathir hal I ſendin here 165 
This worthy man, which that is your gaylere, | 


. 
As wolde God if that it might ybe 
Ye werin in my countre alle thre, 
CC 

Than ſhuld you ſene if that I therof lye, 2 
And if I profir you in lowe manere 173 


But [ you ſerve as lowly in that place 


I pray to Mars to yeve me ſochꝭ grace 

That ſham is deth on me there motè fall, * 
And deth and poverte to my frendis all, 180 
And that my ſprite by night motꝭ go 44 
Aſtir my dethand walkin to and fro, 21 
That | mote of foule traitour have a name, | 
For whiche my * eee 

And if I clayme evir othir degre, | — 


But eee ee e 


Ale faid, of dende Lach, 6 WR 
Ard mercy, lady! I can naught els ſey. An all 


A ſemely knight was this Theſeustoſe, — 


And yonge, but of twenty yere and thre, 
But who ſo had yſene his countinaunce 


For which this Ariadne in this man ere 

Anſwerde to his profre and to his chere: Alan 
A kyng'is ſonne and eke a knight (sa.) 195 

To ben my ſervaunt in ſo low degree 

God ſhild it! forthe ſhame of women al, 2 

And lene me ne vir ſoche a cafe befal, PI 


And ſende you grace and fleight of hert alſo © - 


You to defende and knightly ſleen your foe, 200 


And lene here aftir that l may you finde 
To me and to my ſuſtir here ſo kynde 
That I ne repent nat to yeve you ly fe: 
Yet were it bettir that l were your e, s PRA 
Sithe that ye ben as gentil borne as I, 205 


And have a relme nat ferre but faſtꝭ * 

Than l ſuffrid your gentilleſſe to ſler ve, N 
Or that I let you as a page toſerve; 7 
It is no profite unto your kinrede, '> vil 
Bat what is that that men will do for dro? 210 
And to my ſuſtir, ſyth that ĩt is ſo % Pe 
That the mote gone with me iter I go, ©; bags 
Or ellis foffre/deth as wel as I, Vodzel ber 


That ye unto your ſonne Ser . 
Done ber be weddid at your home comming; 215 
This is the fynal ende of al this thing.. 
Le ſwere it here on all that may be — * 
- Ye, lady myn, dne) er 10 * 
Mote l be with the Minotaure to moro w. 


nnen, 10 - 


10 % tar ANR OF ATHENS. 


If that ye wol, if l had knife or ſpere . 615 _—_ wal”? 


I (Wolde it lettin out and thereon ſwere, 


For thas a rit {wor ye would me leve, 

By IEICE x: | 
So that I mightin lyvin and nat faile ial 225 
To morowe for to takin my bataile h 
Ine wolde nevir fro this place fly e 

Tyl that ye ſhulde the very profe yſ e: 
For now, Fee eee 128 1e 
I have lovid you ſul many a daie, 2430 


—— mate iHapcounies, 


And aldirmoſtedeſyrid you to ſe 
Of any erthly living creature; _ - 8 
pon my trouthe l ſwete and you aſſure, veil bs. 
This ſevin yere l have your ſervaunt be; 235 
Nowe have I you, and alſo have ye me, 
My dere hert! of Athenis Ducheſſe. r 
This lady ſmilich at his ſtedfaſtneſſcc, 
And at his hertely wordes, and at his chere, 
And to her ſuſtir ſayd in this manere 240 
And ſothely, le ve all ſuſtir myn, ( duod iu) 
Nowe be we ducheſſis both I and ye 
And ſikerde to the regals of Athenes, eff 156 dne 1 
And bothe W eee Ss 44 ail T 
And ſaviqͥ ſro his deth a king is ſonne, 245 
As er of gentilwomen is the wonne =: "yo 
To ſave a gentilman enforth ther might... * 
ja esel ebend namely in hure, 1 2 A. 


\ | | 


Me thinkich no'wight mow us hereof Males, 
Ne berin us therfore an evil name | „ 
And ſhortly of this matir for to Sad; T 
This Theſeus of her hath ſeve ytake,, 
And every point was performid in dee 57 * 
As ye have in this covenaunt herde we rede: 
His wepen, his clewe, his thing, that Thave bids 
Was by the gailir in the houſe ylaid, 7 507 7 
There as the Mynotaure hath his — 
Right faſtè by the dore at his entring, Gil 
And Theſeus is lad unto his dete th pry IT 


And forth unto this Minotaure he dea Aan 260 
And by the teching of this Adriane e. E 
He ovircame this beſt and was his banez/ © 7 
And out he cbmith by the clewe againe 
Fl grit I WO Oe. Tos Ba 
And by the gailir gottin hath a barge, 263 
And of his wiv'is treſure gan it charge, 


And toke his wife and eke her ſuſtir ihe}! © pi a 0 
And eke the gailir, and with hem TY as 

Is ſtole away out of the londe by night. 
And to the countre* of Enupie him dight, 296 ' 


Thereas he had a frende of his knowing 4 
There feſtin thei, there daunſin thei and " — 

And in his armis hath this Adriane 

That of the beſt hath kept him fro his bane, 53 | 
And get him there a noble barge anone, '' 27 


And of his countre folke a ful gret wone, 


And W en +0099 ee 
And in an yle amiddis the wilde l 
Thereas there r | 
Save wild beſtis, and that ful — 0 
He made his ſhippe alondè for bau. hr. 


And in that ylè halfe a daie he lette, 


And ſayd, that on the londe he muſt him ads 
His mariners have done right as him leſte: 


And for to tellin ſhortly in this caſe, 2285 
Whan Ariadne his wife aflepe was, yd $343 104i 
For that her ſuſtir fayrir was thanſhe, 


He taketh her in his honde, and forth _"_m_ be 
To ſhyppe, and as a traitour ſtale away 


While that this Ariadne aſlepe lay 10 290 


And to his countre warde he ſailith blivTe . 

A twenty dyvil way the winde him drive. 

And found his fathir drenchid in the ſe. 

owe pt rh. peta, we UP to, das 

Theſe falſe lovirs poiſon be ther bane! - 295 
But I wolturne againe to Adriane, + 

That is with flept for werineſſe ytake, 

Ful forowfully her hert may awake. 

Alas! for the myne herte hath grete pite. | 

Right inthe dawining awakith ne, 3co 

And gropith in the bed, and fond right nought. 

Alas, (quod ſhe) that evir | was wrought! 


Lam betrayid, and her here to rente 
And to tht ſtronde all barefote faſt ſhe wente, 


LEO. or ARTADNE "or Au 2 


And cyid;Theſeps,myw derte tester! 15: 305 
Where be ye, that I may nat with'you'mete, © +: // 
And might thus with the beſtis ben yYllaine?” rf af 
The halowe rockis anſwerde her againe; th 4] 


No man ſhe ſawe, and yet rer TI N 


And hye upon à rocke ſhe-wentin ſone, 30 

And ſawt his barge yſailing in the ſ;; 

Colde woxe her hert, and right thus 60 a N 
Mekir than ye finde I the beſtis Wyl dee. = 

Hath he nat ſynne that he her thus begylde? 

She cried, O turne againefor ee \ 3 1 

Thy barge ne hath nat al his meinè inne. 

Her couverchefe on a pole ſtyckid ſnie 

Aſcauncè that he ſhulde it wele yle, Jt 12 47 

And him remembre that ſhe was Re” - : 

And turne againe, and on the ſtronde her finde. "= 
But all for naught; his way he'is ygone;"1 1 © 

And downe ſhe fel a ſwowne upon à ſtoöne, A 


And up ſne riſte, and kyſſed in all her care 


The ſteppis of his fete there he hath fare, 


And to her bed right thus ſhe ſpekith tho: 3 15 | 


Thou bed; (quod ſhe) that haſt recevid rw, ! ? 3 
Thou ſhalt anſwere of two and not of _ 
Where is the gretir parte? away gone? - 


Alas wher ſhal l wretchid ee Hel 


For though ſo be that botè none here come 2 30 
Home to my countre date I nat for drede; 
I can my ſelſin in this caſe nat rede. 
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What ſhould.ktellia more here gon a 
11 is ſo long t were an hevy ys” 4 
Ia her epiſila Na ſo tellith all. , e 7 935 


But ſhortly to the ende tellin 1 bal, 


The goddis have her holpin.for pyte, 


And in the ee, ee e Ku bun 

The ſtonis of her cotow ne ſhynè elere. Tas 1.4. 

I will no more ſpekin of this matere; - 5100 

But thus this falls lovir can begile 12 N 

His tre love; betreten h 
e eee 


An 1611 
is 


34 ans FOLOWETH - 113014 PI 


THE LEGENDE OF PHILOMELA: 


T nov yevir of the formis that n 

The fayrè world, and bare it in thy ns 104 
Eternally er thou thy werke began, % 
Why madiſt thou to the ſlaundit of m? | 
Or allbe that it was not thy dong, 4 
As for that ende to mükin ſoche a 3 a | 
Why ſuffredeſt thou that ereus was bore, 
That is in love fo falſe and ſo forſwore;-. | 
That fro this world up to the firſt hevin sn 
Corrumpith whan that folke his name ts; 10 
And as to me, ſo griſly was his dede, 5 15 0 
e n 


1 
o * 
# vY . 
0 3 - 8 1 * — 3 + oy . * 1 # z 
4 \ 4 * . % 
o 5 , 
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. * ub r rr A 


MIyne eyin bin fbi Bud We AB, 5 2 t 
Yerlaſteth the venymè of ſo long „ Is h 
That it enfeQith hin iat Wolde beheölde eic riß 


The ſtorie of Tereus of Which Utolde - 638 A 


Of Thrace was he the lorde, and x yn to Marte, o N 
The cruil godithat ſtante witch Blody darteylovor 07 


And weddid had he with full blisfull chere 
King Pandiott is fairs doughtir dere *5n201% N, 


That hight Progne, tlie floure of her-countre, | bes. 
Though. Juno liſte nat at the feſbtd be: © 12) yi. 


Ne Hymen, that che god of Weddyngis, an mne 


But at the feſts redy hen ĩW is 205 r 
The Furis three, with alt ther mot thll bronde®! 27 
The oule: alt night above the balkis words 21-5 / ft i 
That propheteis of wo and of miſchaunee ic: !!c 1/3 


This revill, full ot ng and ene 4 15 mk 


Laſtid a fourtè night or little laſſe $67 


But ſhortlie of this ſtorie for to 0 tr £2 495 to 80 


(For I am werie of Hym for to tell!) 4 
Five yere his wife ani he togithir dwell,» my 17 5 
Till on a daje ſhe gat ſo ſore to lon ße worndt bot 


To ſene her ſuſtir, that ſhe ſawe nit Nag pads zac 
That for deſire the ne iſt what to ſale p14 452 | Þo hog | 


Nut to her huſbonde gan ſhe for to pra, 
For Godd'is love, that ſus mote ois gone 


To ſene her fuſtreꝰ, and come ayen anon, wr 2 15 HY y 


Or ellis but ſh& mote to her wende „ 


She praied him that he would altir her . 8 pre 
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15 TE LEG. or PRILOMRLA: | 
And this was daie by dale all her praicre, 'i 1+ > v1 
CE eee 
This Tereus let make his &ippis yare,-1 1 1 12! 
And into Grece-hymſelf is forche fare: 
Vnto his fathir im la we gan he pre 3 
To voucheſaſin that for a moneth or d, 173 5 
That Philomela his wive's fuſtir might ba. 
On Progne his wiſe but onis have a ght, 
And ſhe ſhall come to you Again anon, ff 
o eos bed ab 
 And'ns enn, 5s life Lwillher kepe,''' 057 1 ” 
This olde Pandion, „ e e 
For tendieweſſe/of here for üs len, mw d 
De aria gem eee A l, 
Of all this worlde he lovid aothybg ſo - ⁵ r 
eehte et Rr 
For Philomela with ſalt teris ele 
_ Gan of ber farhir his grace'to.beſcke/ mans rfl 
"To ne her ae e en, tn. 
And hym enbracith with her armis tw.: . 
— yeoge and faire was the, 10 Hi 
That when that Tereus fawe her heaute, | 3 
e ee eee iT 
(And yet of heanee was nabe ticks, \\ 46 
He caft his fieric herte upon her ſo N 40565 
e ee eee 880 
And with his wilis knelid and fo praied 
Tull at the laſt Pandion thus yſaied ?- 
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| Now ſonne,(quodhe)-that-art'to Wee 


I the betake nip yougedoughtirherey? ß ; 55 : 


| eee Hh 9s 5 
| And yeve herdevd ſoninyeas forto EHE. 

That ſhe mnie ſe mo onĩs vr deset. DA 
And ſothly he bach made hym richd fem; "og 
And to his folke themoſtennd:eke the lem 


That with him came) ——— = = 


And him conveyith through the cmaſticſtrets | 
Of Achenia and to che ſu hym brought, d 42 * 7 4K 
And tournith home, nu malice he 
The oris pullith borthr che veſfil falt, * ia Nene th 1 
And into Thraceartivith at the laſt, * H 85 5 4 
And up into a foreſt he her led, Kain St 2 N 1d: 2 
And to a cavefull privily hym che, : v0 

And in this dark? cad if that her let 2285 
Or ne kit noughty he had her for torefdy? 5: 16 


Of whiche her herceagroſe,andfayid thus: 


Where is my ſuſtitʒ bruthir Tereus 215127 ei] 
And there withall ſhe wept full rendiclieg +: tt 21 


And quoke ſor fere-all pale and pituduſilie / "_ 


Right as the lanibe that of the Wolfe is bitten, 
Or as the culver that of the* egle ib ſitten if 10 1 
And is out of his cla wis forthe eſcapedʒ 


Loet it is till aferde aid ſore awhapledz>? z; 


Leſt it be henv4ſeſonis;/ſodare h to gd 
But uttirlie it maĩe none othir be, 
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By ſoree hath thistraitourydoeba.gede 1 wo)? 


| That he bath reſt her of her maidinh ede 


Nrangre her bed; by firength and by his might. 

Lo, hate a dede of men, un e 10 
She cryith Spſlit with ſull loud ſtev enn 
And Fathir dere! o helpe me Godin even! A 2644 
Al helpith not? and yet this falſe hefe 


Hath doen his Iadie yet a more miſtheſe, Bid 9 ha 


For ſens leſi that the ſhould his ſhams crie, 5 1265 


And doen him opinlie a vilanie; :[* yaygey mitt Þ af 
And with his fwerd her tong ol kerfith he, N 10 
And in a eaſtill made het for to be (366X844 o HA 


Full privily in prifone evir mene, me e140 2d T 


And kept her to his uſage andibistors,76/) 1710 
So that ſhe ne might ne vir mort aſterte.. ©: 


O ſely Philomgls! wo'-is thine hert e,, 
Huge ben thy forowis, and wondir ſmerte; 
God wreke the; and ſends the thy bone!!! 
Now it is time I make an ende ſone. 115 
f This Tereus is to his wife i come, Nei on 
And! in his armis hath his wife ome, * 63 bo A, 
And pitouſiy he wept, and boke his hedde, BGA 
And ſwore her that he found her ſuſtir dedde/, 
For whiche his ſelie Progne hath ſoche wo 120 
That nigh her ſorow full herte brake at wo:: 
And thus in teris let I Progne d well.. 


* of her ſuſlir forthe eee 2d 11 fs. £ 
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So that ſhe workin and-cabraudin couth, ala; 1286 

And we vin in her ſtole the radevore; // 9010 +6AF> 

Axit of women hath ben wovid ee; | 
And, ſothly for to ſaine, ſue hath her fl! hs 8 5 
Of mete and drinke; of clothing at her will, & 
eren 130 | 4 
But with a penn ſhe ne could not write ; 


But ten Ry: 073 #100 0311 Þ : 
So that by that the yere was all age -: n we 0 
She had ywovin in a ſtamen large I” 1 0 51 4 
How ſhe was brought de ihessban bange, 146 k 
And in a cave how that ſhewasybroughty/ 1) 4 p 
And all the thyng that Tereus ywÿrauugmt yl 
She wave it wel and wrote the ſtorie above | | 
How ſhe was ſervid for her ſuſtir s love: : Ne 
And to a knaxe a ring the yaye anon. 1140 I 
And prayid him by fignis for to gon © | N 
Unto the Quene, and berin her that clothe, | N 
And by ſignis ſwore him many an me A 
She ſhould him gegn a,what ſhe gettin might. 1 

This kna de anon unto the Quene him dight, of 7 
And toke it her, andiallthe-manir.tolde+:. »- >: + 4, | 
And when that, Progne PRIN 1 7 1 
No worde ſhe ſpake neee \ 
But fainid her to gon on pilgrimage +/+ //f3 19 1 | | 
To Bacchus temple'; and in e ail 150 by | ; 
Ger damp fas porn Ie ENT. 5 
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Weping in the caſt ill ber ſelf alone: 
Alas the wa, the conſtraint, and the mone, 
That Progne upon her dumbe ſuſtir make tl! 


In armis everiche of hem othir tak eth: 255 


eee eb a GAO W ba 
The remòhaunt is no charge for to tell, 120 
For this is all and ſome, thus hee obus. 
That ne vir ought agiltid ne deſerve; © 
Unto this cruill man that ſhe of wiſte 3 
Ye maic beware af men if that you liſte, 12 05 a 
For all be that he HEAD res + ny b&w ft 
Doin as Tereus to leſe his name, * 1 
Ne ſerve you as a murtherer eee 

Full little while ſhullin ye dee 
. 
C rl 105 


H cnet ons py ee, 1 
Ake 1 18 nt EY n 5 . an 
Ma FOLOWEBTE/ n 
THE LC ENDE ovens. : 


Br prove a» well as by aucthorite be 5 
That wickid fruicte commeth of a wickid tre 8 
IJ hat maje ye find if that it likith youg 
But for this ende Iſpeke this as now, * 
"Forcllin n 0 N A of” 
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But it werin his Tathir Thefeus; iT we ole bas ode 07 

God for his grace ſro ſuche one Lkepin us 1 4 Ic) 

Thus theſe women yprfayin chat ĩt herr ꝰ wʃ—.¹ 12. 

Now to the effecte tourne [ ol my materes 5):iv 10 
Deſtroyid is of Treiè the Se b >qi>d ut se 0 wh 

This Demophon came ſailyng in the fe wn nia oft 

Toward Athenis, to his puleis large: 5 

With him came many a ſhip and many'a barge DIA 

All full of folke, of whiche full many oue of] n 120 

Is wbundidfore, and fike, and wo begbne, aida, 

And thei have at the ſiege long lain; 

Behinde him came a winde and cke a raine 

That ſhofe ſo ſore his ſalle ne might not ſtonde , 

Hym were levir then all the dere engage 1524 _ 

So huntith hym the tempeſt to and fro, 2, 5 

80 darke it was he could no where ygꝛßꝛ 5h. * 

And with a wave to bruſtin ua bi Gena iT 

His ſhip was rent ſo lowe in ſoche manere "2 

That carpenter ne could it not amende; - A i by 

The ſe by night as any torche brender-/ |; 5 bo 

For wods, and poſſith him up and 8 id 

Till Neptune hath of hym compaſſioun. 

And I hetis, Chorus, Triton, and thei all, 2060 V7: 

And madin him upon a londe to fal 30 

Whereof that Phyllis lady was and qu ness, 

Lycurgus doughtir, fairir unto ſenrne | 

Then is the floure again the brighte . el $77 MPS 

Untteth — londe iwonne, 91. 
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Weke and eke werie, and his felkr Lorpined 35 


Of werineſſe, and alſo enfamined,' ry xl m0) — p 
And to the deth he was almoſte idrivens - 


is wiſe falke connſaile have himyeven' (|: -: wn 


To ſekin helpe and luccour'of the Q, 1 | 
And lokin what his grace mightin bene; "4 
And makin in that lande ſome che yeſannce, | :: 


And kepid him fro wo and fro miſchaunce,':. | oP 


For fike he was andalmofte at the dein 


Unnethis might he ſpeke or drain bret, 
And lieth in Rhodopeia hym to reſte 4s 
When he may walkin him thought Rs” 
Unto . the courte to ſekin for ſuccour; MET * 
Men aewe km el, ud da ym honor, 
At oq ee eee bY MAT etc dt od 
As Theſeus his fathir hath ibej A a 
That in hiarymd waaof grete renoun, re Hu 
No man ſo grete in all his regioun, 1 al 
And like hs fahre'of ace aod of fatare, | 


As doeth the fore Renarde, the fx oo, 

Of kinde he could his oldꝭ fathir wonne 7 
Withoutin lore, as can a drake ſwimme «1 HE 
When it is canght and caried to the brimme. 
This honerable Phyllis doth him chere; N 
e vt; 426 


But I am all agrotid here beforne F 01 - - 
To write of bean that i love ben forſworne, 


And che to hafligabeir bey Belp“ Ae lala 


Whichb te perſurm Godime grace yfchdey 5: 1n4T 


Therefbreꝭłᷣ paſſim ſhoꝝtly im this Ni. 
Ve have well hen f 'Theſcusithegife 2. 29% 
n the betraying of faire Adriane omen blvow oi 
That of her pite kept him ſru his babes je ! 2A 
At ſhort yecirdis} right. ſd Memaphoom © 106 221! 2.7 
The ſame waic and the ſame pathe hathg 7e 
That did his falſe fathir Theſeus a ν 19% 
For unto Phyllis hach he ſworns thus ive e 
To weddin her and her his troui q plicht 1: 1 
And pikid of her alb th gode he might 
Whan hl was hole and ſounde and had bis reffe, 
And doeth with Phyllis what ſbahat him leſt, 76 
As well | coyldpif that me liſtè ogg 9 10 
Tellin of all his doyng to and fro. 5 G e 05 
For there he would her weddyng apparaile n 80 
As fill to her hon our and his ulſoe — 1 
And opinly he toke his levè tho 440m 512 1643 10 / 
And to her ſwore that he would mot ſojour ne, 
Eut in a moneth again he would reD¹ν,iurne,, &ën 242 
And in that land let make his ordiuaunce 88 
As very lorde, and tobe the obeiſam e = 
Well and humbly, and his ſhippis ydight, 197 
And home he guith the next vi he might, 
But unto Phyllis again came henought, 
And that hath ſhe,{6:harde and fort ĩbumght 96 


mt: | SEG-OV/PHYLETS: 

Alas! S e fad 90 % ba. 
| That ſhe vun her owne deth tight wich a corde, 
When that ſhe fa that Demophon her traied); 
But firſt wrote ſhe to him, and faſt him praied 4 
He would come and deli vir her of pain, 112d aH 
As 1 reherſin abe worde or tWñn z: 
Me liſte not to wouchlafe en him to (winke; $20 32. 
Diſpendin-op-hini a penne full of puke, , 
For falſe in love was he, right as his ſire, id bib will 
Tue de vill tet ther ſoulis bath om fu 990 
But of the lettre of Phyllis woll Lite ub DIW &r 
A worde or twim;althoagh it be hut lite. 04.8! i 1 wk 
 Thine hoſteſſe, (quod ſhe) oDemophoon!! 
Thy Phyllis, whiche:that is ſo wo'began, gb U. 
Of Rhodopeie upon you mote complain 8 
Ovir the terme yſet betwixt us twW ann 's lo nills T 
That ye ne koidin forwrarde as ye ſaiedl ; 
Four aacre whiche ye in our hatin lieg 
Hight us that ye n 0 10 4 
Or that the monè onig went about, 1 2 1190199 to 
But timis fower Lad hn bien. v1 bags 
Sens thilke daie e | fro this place ni 1404 
e err 1d! ni h 
But for all that yet hall I fothly ſain Wool "SEL 64A 
Yet hath the ſteeme of Scythow not yhrought 1 
From Athenis the ſhip, yet came it naught/g/ 
And if that ye the terme rekin would! - a4 din zun 
| eee Wed zac: bans 


And when thine old auncetirs paintid be, 


LEG: or rur kits. | 2. 
anne (God wat) before-may dai. 110% 
But all her lettir ritin i ne mai . 50 540 
By ordir: for'it were to me u churgq g +17 16 tl 
Her lettir was right long. ah thereto large; , 
But here and there in rhime I have it laieccc 


There as me thought that ſhe hach wel yfued. 1 K 
She faied, The failis, comith nat again, 03g 


Ne to the worde there nis n feytcertains!: © 


But | wot why'yo comin not- (ede) uch ti a 
For I was of-my love to you folffey oo 


And of the goddis that ye have yiwore © |: 5 t 


If that ther vengeaunce fall on ou therefore 130 


' Ye be not ſufhſaunt to bert the pain $114 en 0.97 7 5 
To mochil truſlid L, well mae 1 ain aiv 
Upon your linage and your faird tung, 45208 U 
And on your teris faſly out ywrong: MHM al 
How er WT eee 133 
Maie there ſoche teris evir fainid be? eg 
Now ä — wHRAS oH 
It oughtin be to you but little glorie 6 * 91 ine 
To have a ſelle maidin thus betraied 1 7 hy 


Te God (quod the) praie I, and oft he ve praied, 24> 


That it be now the gretiſt price of al! +6 
And moſte honour that er you ſhall befall; z 


In whiche men maie ther worthineſſe yſe, 
Then praie 1 God thou paintid be alſo, - 14 
That folke maie redin fortheby as thei go, 
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= 10 lthis 18 neee 200 ninicly ? 
Retrayid hath and dvenher villa: 
That was his tro#Joubin thought and dede?: :: 
But ſothhy of o poluct yet mae thei rede 150 
That ye ben like your ſathir as in this 
For he begllidadrivdde) TMM ett om en ond 
_ With ſoche anarteuntiifochenfoblite!”, is! »1 > 
As thou thyiſelvin haſt begilid me; v4 ot 4 
As in that phiddaaltHodgh it be not feire, 155 
Thou folowiſt certai, and art his heire: 0 F451 
Bot ſens thus HI e me begile 7 
My bodiemmntelyefenewithirs While 4944 5362 11 
Right in the haverrof-Athenis fleryng on ed 27 
Withoutin ſepulture and burying ß, are 
| e ye ben hardir then is any ſtone m7 
And when this gettir was forth ſent anone,” 
And kneye how bro till and how fals he Was, . 
She for diſpaĩre fordid her ſelſ, alas: Moti 
Soche ſorowe hath ſhe for ſhe beſet her ſo. 165 
Beware ye womeb of your ſubtill ſo indus» 5 
Sets yet this dae men maĩe enſumple ſe, = +57 7 
eg truſtith nov _ no man but ww) M368 
| door fired orcs 5d 3 dT 
| Bide nteibiths Liegende of Phyllis. Nom Dif A 
Sd bai ti; 
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Of whiche that on A callãd Dana, [dot od =» 
That many a ſotine-hath-of his bodie , 11-57 


a 


N As ſoche falſe loviris oſtĩmis cunne. ain el book 


Emongis his ſannis all thete wasene:d/ yo 1g 
That aldirmaſte lie loved of exerychone,-:;-! | N 
And when this child was born td is Dan 
Shope him a name, and callid tym Lino: 
That othir brathir:callid was Egile;” head owT 


| That was of loveas falſe as er him liſta ag +: 


And many a daughtit gate he in his lis, 
Of whiche he gate upon bistight# ws 10 | 
A doughtir dere, and did her ſor to cal 
Hypermneſtra, cha yungiſt of het a, h 
The whiche childe of her natives 1 
To alle gode thewis;yborne: w, Nee 
As likid to the goddes ar ſhe was honuns 
That of the ſhefe ſhe ſhould be the carne: 
The werdis that we alepin Deftine 14 of icy fd 
Hath ſhapio her Chat ſhe muſt nein be 120 
Pitoua, and ſad, and wiſe, and trut us ſtela z: 

And to this nan it accordith wel 


rm i 241 
With Jupiter compownid ſo wig ſhe: 11» 
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On LEG. OF EYPERMNESTRA. 


That conſcience and trouthe, and urede of ſhame, 25 


This thong) ther-was fell 


Cite as 22 
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So feble that his malicb is him-raftey 152 -doidg t0 
Repreſidthath Vemis higervilicrafte} « 1 2 0 
And what with Venugandothiropprefſion 1-0. - -, 
Of houſis Mars his venime is aden, 
—_ Hypermmneſttadare not handle? a knife 
In malice though ſhe ſhouldin leſe her life: 
But natheleſſe as hevin gan tho turns, 335 
Two bad aſpectis hat ſnhe of Saturnep?3 2:12 254! 
That made her for to dyin in priſou ; ala r ant TD 
eee eee ua bg 
Of Danao ant Egiſtivabſo,) 01 2159 off von ll 2 
And though ſobe that thei were brechrin two, 40 


: For thilke tym was par id no linagtr . CT $i 


16 likid hem to makin mariage lin Scdaidw d 
Betwixt Hyper ſtru and him Lino,ͤö & e i 
And caſtin ſoche d date it mull be ſo ß 
And full accordid was it uttirly, ed 43 lo 35 45 
The araic is wroaght, the tyme is ſaſtꝭ by; 
And thus Lind hath of his fathir brother 
The dougbiir wedded; and ech at hem hath other. 
The torchis brennin and the humpiorighty + ba 
The ſactificis ben full redy digt, zei dggods 0 
TH' enſence out of the ſire out rekith ſote,:;- | 
The floure the lefe, is rent up by the ros 
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Torakin gerlandizand bie e as zg ar 
Full is the placeof ſound of minſtraleie, oro. 1 A 
Of ſongis amourous of mariage 2:51:09 vm lo 53 

As thilke;tyme was the plain uſage ; don zu 


and this was in dhe paleis of Egiſte, - 47 03 i rr 


That in his hougweas lord right as bimbiftegy 
And thus thatgaiethei drivin-toanendes {5p nA 
The frendistakioleve, and home thei wend: 6 
The vight is come the bride ſhall eee DA 
Egiſlis 1 to his'chamber'faſthim ſped, u nA 
And privily he let his doughtiricall 05.97: 04 57 17 af 
When that thetiogs voidid was. of hem all; lii'n! 

He lokith ondus doughtir with gladę chere 5 
And to her ſpake as ye ſhall aftirherbenp id: 1117 
My right deughtir; the trefiiur df miar hatte! 4. 
Sens firſt that daie chat ſhapin = N Erta i Sr 
Or by the Fatall Suſtir had my dome yr 6! 201 
So nye myne heriè nr vin thing ne amen 97 
As thou my Hypermneſtra, duughtir dere? of! 
Take hede what thy fat lür faywh the hene, 07 1 
And werkenftir thy wiſir cvirmb yd Hpigl vd 14 
For aldirfirſt dongbhtir 1 love thr ſu ti i 
That all the unde to me niahalfe ſo leſe, 74 
Ne | n' olde red the to thy miſellefe: biꝛaus:g 22 | 
For all the gode undir the coldè mινjỹjũ ans hand 
And whatbmenet ſhal be ſaid right ſune = 
With proteſtacion} as ſaine theſe wiſez'> 01 cmidl 2 
That but thou 800 40 W ls off ! . 
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Thou ſhalt be dedjbychim rhavalharkcopoaghe: 
At ſhorte woriia/ thou ne ſcapiſtitivught; -:1; 2: |!) 


Out of my paleis or that thou be dede: 01s ci gg! !/ 


But thou conſent and wer kefaftir my rode; 
Take this to the ſom full concluſſoum . 84 
This Hypeimneſtra caſt her ein daun 0! 16 
And quoke ab doeth the left of aſpia g renn 
Ded web her heu-, and like aſhin tu ſen gn: + | 


And ſayidy Lorch und fathir, all your Wit 


Aftir my might. God wote 1 ſhall fulfill, (3 12190 
So it be to me no Hnfu⁰,ͤ . 
In'ill (quodhe)thovenon encepcion , 


3 knife acraſourkebey (il! »/ 


Hide this (quod he) hat it be nat iſene, 02 11.4 
And when thinethouſbogde: is to bed ygo, {0499 
While thut hö lepithentbicthroteatwo, (+ ‚ +1 2? 
For in my dremeitib ywarnidaic 2 A #: 
How that mpaevewerball my bane ybe, 
But rn 1A 


If thou ſaie ane r twoſhall have a biker, ce 


A l have ſaied, by him that i hase ſw]w n.. 


This Hypermneſtra'hiath nigh her- wit forlorb . 


And for to paſſe harmeleſſe out of that plate 

She grauntid him, tiere was non othit grace. 

And there withall a coſtrill takith he, 10 

And ſaied, Hertof a draught or: two; or thre} '. 

Yeve him to driuke when he goith ta reſte, O12 

And he ſhall Nepe as long as er the leſtey /l: 111] 111 1 
, 708 © 


ee ase tes, . 


The narcotikes We : 70 5 20 | 
And go thy, wie; leſt that hitn tina ta lang. 41 
Out cometh the bride, and with full ſubre chere, 4, 
As is of maidins oftin the manere Dh 5d 07 D 
To chambir brought with revikapdwwith ſongs ?; 
And ſhortlie, leſte this talè be to dong ic 2d «v7 
This Lino and ſue beth bin brought te bed, 114 
And every wight out at the dure him ſped. 

The night is waſtid, and he fell aſlepe: bn 
Full tendirly beginnith ſhe to wepf ee: aA 
She riſt her up: and dredefally ſhe quaket h, 
As doeth the hraunch that Zephyrus yſhakethʒ 220. 
And huſht were all in Aragon that cite: 
As colde as any froſte now wexith ſhhErůunin 
For pite by the herte ſtrainid her ſo. en Bri. 
And drede of deth doith her ſo moche wo 1147 
She riſte her up, and llakertth-hexo anderen: 25 
Aud on her handis faſtè lokith ſhe; YEw ! onoid 81A 
Alas! qued ſbe, hall myne handen blodie be bn vd 
I am a maidin, and by my nature, bank 
Aud by myſemblaunt, and by my veſture, af 
Myne handis bem not ſhapin for a kniſa, tele BA 
As for to revin no man fro his life? 11 
What de vill have-lwiththe knife o daf «cv h l 
And ſhall 1 have mpithrote years un 2: HT a 
Then ſhall. I blede, alas hand r r 135 
* nedis of this thing mote have an end ex 
rent hort tas tf mk 8 . m 
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„ Now certis (quod ie) ſens! am hie wife, ba. 


And hath-myaiths, ver is it bette for ius 0 
For to be dedde in wifely honeſte Weib iern 10 10 
Then he a truitour v ing in my ſhame: Udets en 
Be as be maie, or erneſt or for game; babes 
re br gta tra, rage 61.1 eine 
Out at this guttir er that it be dae: 
And wept full tepdirſie upon his face,» 144 
And in her armis gan him to einbraceee ibn: | 10 
And him nv reggitk and awakith ſoft: wal this S 
| Abd at the windowelepe he froithe loft » 1135 
Wis ts wir cs Bias Yu 1. 
This Lino ſwift ywas-and light offete; - -- >/- 0 
e eee 1 50 
This ſelie woman is js ſo weke nls)? 
And helpleſſe, fo dike erde een 4 Kar 
Her cruill fathir did her for to hent. gu rod 9412 246 
Alas, Lino! why art thou ſo unkinde ?:? 145 
Why ns haſt then remembrid in thy münde | 725 
And takin her and led her forthe wich. the? ft & Teh 
For when he fawethat: bene zwai was he, ve þ 6h 
And that "Wray tg bai viryt/ 
Ne folowin him, ſhe fate doune tight he. 93 101 A 
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At tho that lyſte of womeniillecoſpeks p57 0) Ls 
And ſayin of hem worle thin they'deſerve;! 2boy 
I pray to God that ther netkives hehe >: to 1, tf - 
Or on ſome flbdeche mote tho jangliooftervey: 1:1) !' - 
For every man were holdin hem t], 
And do hem worſhip, hohtour, and {erviſs, adSid Vf. 
| In every manir they beſt{coude deviſesc: 1s 21d oy 

For we ought Wies bbb be T 
Thei bring us forth and what pain; ee ep 101 
Firſt in our byrth and ſith fro yere to ere 

How buſily they dene ther hufy eure 1te +42 
To kepe us fro every yſuvinturs t 520“ 07 4 75 R | 
In our youthhed,-whan that we have nd HH ei 
Our ſelfs to Kepe neythir by day nor nige. 9 40144 5 | 
Alas! bhowethayweſay un hem burwele-! 1 if 

Of whom we were yfoſtred and ybore, Ty won ul = 
And ben all our ſoequre; and trewe az fle, ,, 
And for our lake ful oſte they ſuſre ſore : Lo 
Without women were al ur joye re, [5 1111 
Wherfore we ought al women o bey Sie 
In al goderieſſe;, Featvno more yſay. a 0f not bar 
This is wel knowinyand hath bel or thisg 10) 

That women ben the taulc of al lighthelſe;"-") 1 /. 
Knighthode, nor ture eſche wing u malle, bn A. | 
Encreſe of worſhipanid of worthineſſe, e onl 141 | 
Therto curteys, nieke,'grounds'of alle gedeneſſe, 127 | 
Glad and mery, and tre we in every wiſe Oy 975 id 1 
That avy gentle” bett can thinke or dene. 28 
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1 Hates 2 Dv. 

| ant the eruſf'ts your untruth, 
3 — 14 
In gode faith ane thurikith it wer greteruth-;, D 
That othre· wonnen ſhould for ther gilt be ſhent 
T That ner-knew tne wilt nought of ther entent, 40 10 
Ne liſt not ta here the faire Mordes ye write, 
Whiche ze yen paine fro daie to daĩe t endite. 565 
* But who maic heware of your tales untrue-. 9 al 
That ye ſo buſilie painte and endite? os 
For ye ill ſ tin that ye nevir khew re 
Ne ſawe the wN man gcithir mocke ne lite. 
Save only her ta whom ye had de lite 6 
As for to ſerve of all that er ye ſey , * 5891 © 
And ſet᷑ er lovꝭ muſt ye nedis dex. wa 


Then wil yefwere that ye knew ver beſore 


What Lone ns, ne bis dredfull obſervaunce, 'A 
But now ye felin that he can wunde ſore, mog 1 
Wherefore ye put you into her govirnaunce 
Whom Love-hath-ordeined you to ſerve and do ple- 
With al your micht our lityl liv'is ſpace,.. ¶ ſaunce 
Whiche endith ſooaſbut if ſhe doe you grace; 40 

And then to bydde will ye you ſane-ydrawe, | - -! 
And ſong-yourdelvis f chr y WII aben fin, 
And ſwerin ſaſt cu ladie hath hu ſla we. 
And brought on ſodain ly, ia ſo high pin 
That ſro your deth muaie ao yu reſtran, 
With daungegeus Jobe of ber ein two, oH L 
That to your eh mul ye nedis go. 36 
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yerſighuün / fbr 
eee eee, | 
And ſwevinfaſt thavgomaicliveashibe 0; bi 4. 
Myne owns ladieptha6iinightifiye4e@!: |! 2: 3! 1.) 1 


Bryngin myne chortꝭ fomdele due ,n dieb 2671 7 
As if vou lig mereix om to aD a rag 14 of 


Theſe innocenteeeturecdotorbegibs/5:977 ai Nn 
And ſwere to 'hett'ſowwoeundiis your dents! 20 
For love of them chaten, While, 
Scarſlie ſo long aFondmightgs a nulla; yn yo. of 
So hyith Deth robryog you toad cinder 4110s 347 
But if your dra list you? whcndeyn>! 246 
And ifiſhervomforryourin dwyowife ©.) Duo | 
For routhe for pt of your falſesttioſersy 1 0l2i'7, 
So that ſhe weneth ir'be as you devife}' 128 24,0791 7 
And wentith your herte bo us ſhe ade heren 
Thus to comſdx and ſomwhm¹t do yow ehereyo> | 1 ( | 
Then woll theſ&Janglirs demie of her full l... 
And ſaine ye hawe het fully ut your iI j 
I. o, ligwridiether tonguis ber rr 


To ſpekin harm of women cxafitefel] C [1s 11.7 
Alas! why mipghbye not at well fag the bet 
As for to dun ern thus giltile Uf U mad But 
In your herte iwisthere"is no geutilmaſſ: * 
That of your own gilt liſte thus women ſdme: bag | 
Now by my trouth ine thinkr ye be to blume, — 


ae. 2 
Ferst Wen 150 1 
: Bere en e ee ee *A 


And though it,naiſhap one weought ta hele, 
| For i it is all thorough our falſe lore, Ni h 9 N 
That daie ang tight uo pain us cvirdoers 1s 
Wich many an athe theſe women to bezile UA 
With falſe tals and many ba wickid wile, - * 9K 
Ae ſhould be rechenef and told. 
| K* n'ere in women i wis full trouth were >220a8i1 519d4T 
Not as inves is by a thoukandedold, /* © 919wl hah 
Fro all vighiwis chei ſlandim cler 
In any thyng thier L could af bare, Anal dl 27 
But if entiſyngoftheſe men itmsk 420) 41! 07 
That hem am flatteren connin nevir Hk.. | 98 
I would fain wete whert.evin ye cooud here ba! 
Wichout menstiſmg w amen did amis 341 531% 227 
"There ye get hem ye lie fro ye to ere, 
And many a gabbyng ye make to hem iwie, + 
A For l copld nevir here ne kuomen er chi: Dy avi 
Where exir yoxpud finde in ang place low n 
That evir vNHπα] en heſought you-of grade, 10g 
There qe qu painin with al eee, FE 
whh all your r 1801 o'D 
To pleſin hemiaye both by dag and night. 
Praying hem of ther grace ang gentilaeſſe 94 76] »6 
To have pite upon your gretediftreſle, od uon n 
And that thei woldin on your pain have routh, wy LF 
And e 1 412 
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Thus maie ſein hat thai benſaugede,:; 1; | E 
And innocenttpiall your werkis Meg gef £20) >: 
And all uus craſtis that touchin falſneſſe d is OY 
Thei knowe hem not, ne maie hem nut kfpieg n 
So ſwerin yeahat e muſt nedis die o 2bnow. of 
But if thei windig bf er tmnanHgdde e Lg dai // 
Upon your troutnewe:;trithas yeohe deddev C10 119 
Aid thengaurdadyiandyourbertiaquent ,o.l 
Ye callin hem, and tberewith ye ſighddareuos 247 It 
r thefend ud wot. 
In what plite that l have ind full yar IU ni 2d tt. 
But now I hqpEthfitiyewollinnomadrer Siow}+ bo & 


In theſe painit ſuſſye ana or to dell; n pada nt 


For of a} godeneſfei wie pe he che hchred a 14 
Lq, hiche a cnfα nf, 4. 
Theſe harmleſſe ere tutis for:ro'begjle luca itz" 
And when chei ſlepe qe pain you te wake. 
And to bethinke yo many a wickidbmile 33.1: al 
But ye ſhal che flaie ahat c mall curſo the While 
That ye ſq buſily dichypur entent BANS IT ni 2 
Hem to begilt that ſalſhed nie vit ment. rihgao $33 
For this ye know welsthough | win bs, 7 
In women is all trouth-end-fediaſtneſes; 214 1 
For in gode ſanhe Lnevirof hem ſia ogy no od 
But moche worſbipy bounte; and: gentilneſſe, 225 = 
Right commyng, faite; and full of mekèneſſe, 
Gode and glad; abd lowlie I you enſure, N 123 
lu this n age HO | 
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A abe! be dE n 2nd 7 
She doeth her buſideſſe and hen full pain: 
With al heytnight Mt to cemfortiand pleſe, 
If fro his fifeſſhemniighrbymrefiraint t:. 
In worde ne dedeiwistbe vviiootfainey iy! 2 
With al her tight ſhe doth betbulldefic |. 11 |: 24 
Dur bryogiki benen of bis hevineſſe/v2: duo y «jy 

Lo, here gentilleſſe theſehvomen have! 

If we coul&knowe it for our rudeneſſe ere 7 
How buſtethei be us tb Mepe uud , , > bn. 
Dothe i in hele and alſo in fickenaſſo., Wilg dw 6! 
And alwaie right ſorie forourgittreſfie;q tt ) wo 1 
In every manir thus ſhe we ther routhe Warts ml 
That in hem is all godeneſſe and all rbuthe. * 

And ui w ind in*hem;gentilnefle,wourh, = 
Worſhip, boumte und kindreſſeg swine, 
Let hevir wle gentillele'throngh;your / Daf. 
In ther kinde trouth be vir at 5d 63 bn. 
That in worden is and batt benffulbyorey/s:!! ++ 1 / 
For in reverence of heven i qν 0], of 57 1 | 
We ought to-worſhip-all vnn cht hene; 161 
For o all ereturts thar were get and born 
This wote ye well a woman wn dhe het; 
By her was recovered the his w had lerne, 
And through that woman ſhall we come to reſt 
And den iſavid, if that our ſelf leſ wv" * 1 
Wherefore me thinkith if that e had grace 


| — Kath arid are 
Fro this time forth vhile that we havin ſpace, 
That we have treſpaced purſue tosenden 
8 3 xeon n BN 
. To brypgin us unto that bliafull place WE radar EF 
There as he nnd all yode women babbetin ferey: 1 
In hevin above, emongithe angilsclere.! 1; 135 
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M. Aleys Sect ary'to the Xing of France Jeamed thin | 
Jule gue þ cen a gentleman and @ g gratlewomgn, 


ee ety ot br band yh fr foro ow, | K | | 
rh d : «Hi 
are in a dredfic, not fully well awaked, 2 | 
The goldin Slepe me wrapped undir his ng. 
Yet not forthy I-roſe, and welboigh naked. | 
Al ſodainly my ſelf rememberyu g 5 
Of a mattir, levyng all othir thyng,-. EF 1 0 
Which I muſt das withoutin more delaie 
For them whiche I ne durſt not diſobhaie. Ji 7 
My eee A, 
(All thyng forgive) as parte of my pendunce, 570% 
A boke callid. La bel Dame fans Mere, i 
Whiche n A 
Chief Secretarie with the Kyng of Fraunce; 
MY rt ner eee e 9 1 | 
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What Ae hola performs/the aid proce 
Conſidirybg bygode $dviſement/12 427 2ids on T 
My uncattdynE and my grete ſirmpleneſſe; 5 1-7 
And aycnwattthe firaire commatndenent:”'- > * 
Whiche that E had; und thee in wee enten oT 
I was veaidund tournid up and dene 

And yer at leſt; av4nxonchufioun,;? . Trods bd 4 

I caſt my clothis on} and went my waie, 

This forefaid char IN having in remembraunce, 


Till Veamets Se EIT AL 
Full e of fpuris, t Ea grete pleſaunce, - wed, 


And ſo boldly, with ther benigne 5 ce. 
"Which redin thi Poe, touching this waters. * 2 


| Thus | began, if ir pleſe you to 1 28 
| EEC tiit fon oi ai rH 
= Notbexege Hlyng ay elle pass) 4e ib; a] 
| 1 fell in chobghcef joyful deſpetare} ! n 


With grete diſeſe and pain, ſo tel tus bol fi 
Of all lovirs the. moſt unfortunate ß: 
Sith by hisdarte moſte cruill fall of hace 
The Deth kathitake my ladie and maiſtreſſe, 
And left ins fole; thub diſcomfite and mate 
Sore languiſhyng and in wale of diftyeſſe: ' 36 
Then ſaid | zþus, It fallith me to coſſſe 
Eithir to ruin or ditees for to make: 
And ſurebyto makin a full promeſſe 140 
To laugh no mote, but wepe in clothis blake 
+My joyfull tyme falas!) now 1 


For in my ſelf ! fele no manir cſe, LA 


a ανπνν DAMESANS MANCE — .. 
Let it be written, ſoche fortune lat Rtsked- , 5b 137 
Which peithir me nor non othis doth pleſe. 4 
- If it were ſo wyll or my ne entnt »:} ap 
| Conſtrainid rea joyfoll ching torte e 2 
My penge cond nevir know in Et ãt menten 1 
To ſpeke thereof ongue hath no döglH 3c i 
Tho-with my mouthe Llaugh mechil orte 
Mine eyin ſhoyld makes counteffanceuntrues - 10] 4 
My herte alſo would have thexvf deſpite! 1 
The wepyng teris haye ſo large iſſug . 2250 517 
Theſe ſicke lovirs i leve chat to hemdong es,, 
Which lede ther life, in hope of alegeaunse, & 
That is to ſaie, to make balades and ſunge s 1/7 
Bvery of hem as thei fele ther gre daunee, 189.6 af 
For ſhe that was my joye and my pleſaunce;; 4:77 | 
Whoſe ſoule i praie God of his mercie-lavet; :'-) +: 1 
She hath my will, yne herti is ordinaun c. 
Which lyith here within this tomb igtave: = 
Fro this tyme E 
It werieth me this mattir for. test vo 26m ohgy 
I.et othir lovirs put hem ſelfe in pre T“ Ac 
Their ſeſon is, m tyme is nuw-lorgetegs [ibs nf 
Fortune by ſtrength the forcit hath une tes 14. 
Wherein was ſperde all my-worldly, richeſſe, !.-iT 
And all the godis which chat Lhave.gete-; $borm 920 
In my beſt tyme of youth and luſtineſſe., 68 
Love hath me kept undir his gayiggaunces 5: 
If miſdid God graunt me ſorgixeneſſe »*.- » {+137 
| M1. 


236! nee te ans nnr. 
Tf L did welle fele] a0 plefhntnee g:: 
14 cauſid peithir joys notthevinede; > % 
For when ſhe dic chat was my maiſtre s? N 
My welfare then'yniade the fame purchaſe: ß; 
The Deth Rach ſhettemy bondis af wityefſey'' 1) 7 
Which for nothing um ue bert ſhal acer pufe- 56 
rr 
Alone thus rode t all the morrow tidd; Mt nivs nit 
Till at the laſt it hdppi@ me to nde 
Pe place wherein I caſt me to abide ff 
When char f had uo farthir for to ride 
And as I went myJodgyny'to purva e 
Right ſoneÞherd u little me bed 
Ina a gardin, where minſtrels gute ph: 1 U 
With that anene I went me backir mare, 
Myſelf and I, me thought we were itibrwy e - 
But twaine that wer my frendis here before dient bid, 
Had me eſpied, and yet | wote not ho Y di 
Thei came for me; a aie wurde i me drowe. 
Somwhat by force} ſom hat by ther requeſt,” - 
That in no wiſe T'd@ud my ſelf reſcowe; * zo 0,1 
But nedis I muſt ebm in and ſe the feſt. 92 
At my commiyng the ladies everichene 
eee, eee e ee 557 
And made me ehere every one by one * e 
A grete dele bettir than I was worth: 
And of cher grace ſhewed me grete curtiſise 
With gode e . 
| in 
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. anne 0b 0. 
| Whiche was to me a gracious fojourne.;.. ud „ | 


The bordis were ſprediin right lity] pace, 


| The ladies ſat eche as ſhe ſemid beſt; oi Sn HA” 


There were no dedly. ſervauntes inthe pre. N 
But choſin men, right of the godelycſt. 
And ſome there er, peraventurs mol} freſheſt, 

That ſawin ther judgis right full demure, 2 


Without ſemblaunt eithir ta moſte or Jeſt, .. rive tot. 


Notwithſtandyng thei had hem eren. 108 
Emong all othir one I gan eſpie: Ii 
Which in grete thought — — wr 
As one that had ben caviſhed uttiriy, $15 105 $5242 
In his language not gretly diligent ; 1 ; 
His coungimaugce he kept with grete ewe, . 
But his deſire farre paſſid his reſon, ablodsd of wot 
For er his eye wens aſtir his entent vi Sac ni 15 3:47 
Full many. a tyme when it was no-ſeſon.. - _ a 


To makin chere ſorely hymſelf he baingd , 


And bern ende ee re ee Did | 


To fing alſo by force he was conn Wy 63 Had T 
For no pleſaunce hut verieſnamefaſtueſſe, ano 541268 
For the complaints of his maſte bevineſſe : > | 
Came to his voice a alwaic without requeſt, _ Ae oT 
Like as the ſoupe of birdis doeth exprefl 


$70 vo ied hy 
When thei ſing loude in frithe 1. othe Ti ” 334 1 


Othir therg were that ſervid in the hall 2 4 


But m es tibet unt As ne) boy 


Maj 


, 1 
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| Soche one was I or that l ſawe thele je 


For his ſorowes arid wofull remembrance, 


1755 | L 


Kt var ane ther. 


For he was pale; and fornwhat lene withall WED 38: 8 | 


His ſpeche alſo tremblid in ferfull wile, % Ed, 


And er alte but when ke aid fer wire; 


All blacks be e 0 en bert * 
Me thought by Him, as ty witte cod follife; -- © | 

Ei hers ws Bhs whe dt) . 1720 
To feſt hem alf ne did his diligence, ef n 


And well be Süd, right as it fend me 


But evirmore when he was in preen ern 3 5 
His chere was doen, it n n 
His ſcholewaiſtir had ſoche aucthorite 
That al the while he bode fil in' e 1 
Speke cou d he not. but upon deren "ics 6 A. 
He lokid Kill with a right pitons fäce.. og ons) x46 
With that Kis Bede he tourt id at the lm 
For to beholde the ladies everichone, e 
But er in ons be et bi eye Rü nn 
on her whiche that his thought en, 


| For of his eyen/the Wer Tknewe/arione, © LEI a 


Which ferfull was with right bumble roqueſtes; 
Then to my Tel Tfaies, By God alone PUR gun OA 
tes.” © 9 10 
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Out of the preſe he went full efity *- 
To make table His hevie countinaunce, dl 02 56 Fav 
And wote ye wall be Hebie dir, 


Then in hyinſelf he made his ordinabee, | 
And forthwithal came to brying i je me 
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tl dust es- W 


But for to zucge Ki mſte wofull pete 
God wote it was pitois entremelſſe,” 6D rr 301 
. Aftir dinir anohe thei hem avaunced” ' it 10 Hu 1 


To daunce above ie folk everychione;” ec e. 1 | 


And forthwithal this hevie man he daunced:* 


| Somtime with twaineatid'ſomtithis whit eve}: 1705 3 


Unto hem all his chere was uſtir one, al ie 
Now here, now there, as fell by bre, f o 
But er emong he drewe'to her Alwe 
Whiche that he möſte arede of livyng ereture. 15 
To mime adviſe gode was his pur vriaunce 18 
When he her choſe to hits maiftreſſe alen. 
If that her herte were ſet to hisplefaunce | 2s vs ef 
woche as was Ber beauteotis perſon; © © = | 
For who ſo evi ſetteth' kiseruſt üpbn of $03 Bion 


The report of the eyen Withoutin mere eie 


He might be edge 50g ein net bene Wi aff 
Or er he ſhould his hert'is fe reſtore; 09 201 oof 


tn ber Kiga erbse nn Tout ite db 


One wiſe nor othir, privie bor üperteãe;; 


A gariſvnihe b er Edele, i on 10 


To make frontier ff 4 lohn Rerte; 4d a gc 
Right yong and freſhe; a woman full coverte, wh 


Aſſurid wole of porte und cke of chere, 1 5100 c 


Wel at her eſe, without wo of Tmerte;| | C1 [ts fel 
All underneth the Randerde of Daogere. 12 4 


To ſe the feſt ĩt weried ie full fore; od 


For hevie oye doeth fore'the here trat $070 m 


. 


13 
Out of the preſe-Lme withdrawe. therfore,} $430] 417 


LOSELAL RAMESANAMERCT« 


Aufl ſet r nee »3.3 


85 we Full of levis, to ſea.grete meryaile,... 15 


Wich grene r eee, Wand r 


: | The levis,were ſo thicke withautin faile 14a} 14 
_ That thorgughout no man might me eſpie. 138 


To this ladie he came full curtidy A Hs Wi aral 


When be thought time to daunce e 
8 set in an herbit made full pleſantiy, nome 153 114 


Thei reſlid hem frathens but lnylſpace, | 


Vieh hem eee. 
But onely thei, as farre;as I cd ez; 
Save the traile there i had ychoſe. my place 


Ther was no more bitwene them. two. . 100 


| herd the loyir yog wondir fore, 


For zie the mare, ſorir it hym ung. d 
His inward, paine he coud not kepe in ſtore, de 


Nor for to ſpeke ſo hardie was he nougbt :; 8 


g His leche was nere, the gretir was his thought: 
- "He muſid ſore to conquere his deſire, rn 
_ For no man maie te mate penaunce.be brought 


Then in hi- hets to.bryng.bym do the fine. 51 


The hexts-bagan to ſwell withimhis cheſt, d 


30 fore ſtrainid for anguiſhe and for Pain, 


- *Thatallto pecis almoſle it to bret, Ae ed 22 [917 
M pen both ar onesdo fore. it did gonſl tai 


Deſire was bolde, but ſhame it gan refrain. iT 


| N 12 ene nas Jargerthe gil was fall cloſes 4 oh 


No little charge was laden * certain 


To kepe ſoche wand hn d dy fe volt 
pelt hiuaſeif hepuined, 


Full ofiaiti mes eo val oT 
But ſhame faſtneſis chu rede ivd ovic naler 
Yet at the laid ub e h Uααõm oni f 110i 
When he fulldeng duc put it ih Gene, zig 1:0 


To this ladie right cas chen tum He Iube p dt vic . 


With dredefull voice; wepyngy half rA -10:L 

Tor me was purxeiec h unhaeppicdades: io 7 od oT 

When l firſt had a ſightefFour viſage : 220 
| ſufre pain; God$ote, full bote brennitlgy-i'/ | 


To cauſe my«deth;-MforinytrucTorvife}'s ù 


ies 1orl$i'v7 + 5 


And l ſe well ys teeke thereof nathing 
Nor take no hede tui #4 kibdetulfsy) ni 0 
But when/Ifpeks Ati d bet ii 21 
Ve reke it nbuε¹EUbat mae 
And though 1 ſewe'ſs greteanientirpriſe's's! ice; 1001 

Fer peirith not'yodrworftilp ner fourfange;" 1 

Alas ! what ſhould it he te you rn 

that a m D., Den T 

To your weg efehe w yug every ve, 

So am I youre and HED verify wor dim 20% 
I chalenge nought of right, and redn W-j̊. ye 


2016 tA 


mnoqw4 


For | am wholefubmieta yout fervite e 


Right as you liſi it be right ſo will J, Sbum er, 


To binde my felf whore4 bes in uach 280 
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eaten ad How lh Anil a: 
Thought is he ſo that i can not. deſerve N 992d 4 
To havyour grate; butalwaie live-in drede, 
Yet ſufframe you for to-loveandderye) ics) 11 
Without mangnealtyourmeſte gedelihede?: 
Both faith and touch give, your womatibede od 
| And my ſeryicewmathout ap callyng 5:4 ol! £4 ot 
Love heath me bound yithoutin whge or mede dy, * 
ene thin thyng-— 244 244 
Ren La Dame. # bed fit nod 
Wechsels had herdal.thislapguage mAb) 
She gave anſwere full ſoſt and dmurely,, #1ne2 oT 
Without chaungyng of coloun or co¹iůg r, 
Nothyng in Haft. hut full N oo. 2044 
Me thinkith, Sit your thought ig grete fplyß :; 
Purpoſe yemought-your labour for. to ceſ. 
For thinkithpat whilis ye lavgand tete 
iu chis mantirito.let your herte in peſe.. 232 
ibu e blood! dn 
- Ther maie noche make dhe pese but onely ye, 11 
Which are tha ground and cauſe of all this war. oF 
For with your eyen th lettirs/writtin b 
By whiche am defied and put afarte; Ann tr do 1 
Your pleſaunt loke, my very Jodaltacre, 1 „ is 1 go 
Was made heraude of thilke fame defaunce * 34% 
Whiche unirly behight mo for to batte em nie gi 
My faithfull truſt and all myne ache. 260 
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n a 79 10 
And of his hert ulſe but ilippir bokley {15d ¹ννh,¼ 
That onely for beholdyng uf awepe vol 3noveot jill 
Can not abideinpecepasreſotiavoldeps v I NE 
Other or me if ye liſt ye mair beholde i od ba 
Our eyen are made to lot why ſhouldlrefpare 2. 
take no kepeineithir of yong ne ode gays of 
| Who felith fan bocthetnhhgarbemprac 4 

Leman. 

lt it be ſo ont hurte un uthir fore M) f 
in his defaute thavfolicvtheigtevraanot>q e e 
Of very right man mais da nο more ref ve 10 
Vet reſon would it waere in remembraũnde, 510 10 
And ſith Fomune puiſy by her chauner d 54202 
Hath cauſid mie to ſuffre all this pain do 51>} 26D 
By your beautie with alhthe-circumtdunce} ii ba. 
Why liſyetmveincindogrete diſdain P. d r 

| La ume | * 

To yoùr ꝑerſonm ne have In difdam pg ! ol 
Nor ne vir had ttuelie, ne nought wWillhmw- , | 
Nor right greta love nor hatred ĩm cu,, 0 10 
Nor your cnunſaile to:kiiowe; ſo God ne,, 
If that ſoche lat be in your minde ig rar, | 
That lityl thyng mai doe you difplefaunce, 7c 247 
You to begile or mas u for tu ra en ²9 bene 
will I 1 * 


* 
2 4 » " «ad py 4 


e eee 
Wenyng batch nut decevid m αονν tan,, i 0 bn A 
JO But fervent love ſo fore hath me icbaſed Vado wir Tr 
That l unwargdms caftini in f , 1 | 
Au fith ſo is 45 Fortune Gordiiney! - n 1 
Alwe inen ande fall.. 
ln eſchewyng al more miſche wan paine 
e e ee ener 
e eee 
-But fewe peple x cauſth for ta die, 
\But what thejqenedknowe at very ſune r 
t more comfartitodrawe themetmeiie: 
Soche —ů — #1 baA 
That fcle, God mate, not althin g; ret iſt pain: 
And if ſo be love hurte fargrevondlie:: oi 1 th 


ee, eee 30⁰ 
Alas! — vg youice 


/ 


La Dare. a 
Of love I ſeke neithir pleſaunce norofe, 75 wy 
Nor have I therein no grete aſſiaunce; 
Though ye be enim hothing aldda,.. fat? 
Alſo I take no hede of your pleſauncee : 
Cheſe aan on 


«4 
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Free am | now and fre will I endure; Harri, 14111 | 
To be rulid by mann is gavirnzunte ned 1. 
| For yerthly gode naic, that PF nj 4104 Ja6 
 L'amant.. | 
Love, mhilhcharſog eee. f 
Hath ſet the ladies out of all ſervage, ai ge 
And largily doeth graunt hem ſor AE 
Lordſhip and rule of every maner of age; 1108 55 
The pore ſervaunt nought hath of avantage -:: ':./ 
And he that ones to Love doeth his homage; ,;/ - | 
e Full oftin tymes dere bought is the richeſſe. 314 
La Dame. 8 
Ladies, be not ſo ſimple, thus l mene, | 
So dull of witte, ſo ſottid ĩn folie i 
That for wordis which i eo the len,” 
In faire language paintid full pleſauntlic 1 * 
Whiche ye and mo holde ſcholis of dailie, - - TT 0 "4 
To make hem all grete wondirs to ſuppoſe/, 
But ſone thei can awaie their heddis rie, 
5 — Aa” 5 0 D bg 
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re ©. Lit... "BC. | 

There is no man that janglith bufilie,”/ ' + -- 
And ſetteth his herte and al his minde G's 12 
That by veſon maĩe plain ſo pitoullie h 
As he that hath moche hevineſſe in ſtore 
Whoſe hedde is whole and faieth that itis fore 
His fainid chere is harde to kepe in mewe, | 4 
But thought, whiche is unfainid evirmore, | A d T 
The workis previth as the wordis ſnewe. 340 

ö L Dame. 

Love is ſubtill, and hath a grete a wait, 
Sharp in working, in gabbing grete pleſaunce, 1 
And can hym venge of ſoche as by diſceite 
Would fele and knowe his ſecrete govifnaunce, 

And makith hem to' obeie his ordinaunce © 

By chere full Wales, as in hem is ſuppoſed, 

But when thei fallin into repentaunce & | 

Then in a rage ther counſaile is diſcloſed. 905 
T'amant. 

Sich for as moclie a4 God and eke en 

Hath avauncid love to ſo hie degre, 
Moche ſharpe is the poin&, thus am right fore, 
Yet grevith more the faute, where ct it be; 
Who hath no.colde of bete hath 20 deinte; „ 
Theꝰ one for that othir aſkidis expreſſe; 
And of plefaunee knowith none certainte | 
Þ e yy an 336 
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; 
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As for pleſaunce; it is notalwaie ne, 
That you think ſwete I think it bittir pain; 


Ve maie not dere un benen er geen wore. 


Aftir your luſte to love; that is hut van; AY 

To chalenge love by right was nevir ſein,” © 1/1) / 
But herte aſſent; before bonde and promiſe, 7 

For ſtrength and force ne maie not er attain 

A will that ſtandeth enfeftid in franchiſe. 364 

Lamant. | 

Right faire ladie! God mote I nevir pleſe 

If that I ſeke othir right in this caſ ui 

But for. to ſhewe you plainly my diſeſe, 

And your mercie to'abide and eke ee, e 

If [ purpofe your honour to deface, 

Or evir did, God and Fortune me ſhende, 


And that I ner unrightfully purchace W 
One onelie joye unto my liv is endeGQe 397 


Lia Dame. 

Ye and othir that fwere ſoche othisfafte; -:!'// 
e Pas ent prone ans na n 
Full ſikirly ye wene your othis laſte 120 
No lengir then the wordis ben ago, 120 18. 
And God and eke his ſainctis laugh alſo : 
In ſoche ſweryng there is no ſtedfaſtneſte,: 5: 
And theſe wretchis that have ful truſt nei DE 


Aftr thei wepe and wailin in are.. 86 | 
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Nought repentid, nor in — 
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| | Z' amant. 

He hath no courage of a man truelie 
That ſechith pleſaunce worſhip to diſpiſe, - ' 
Nor to be callid, for he is not worthie 
The yerth to touch, the aire in no kind wiſe, - 


A truſtie herte, a mouthe without feintiſe, 


Thus by the ſlrength of every manir name, 
And who that laieth his faithe for little g 


He lefith both his worſhip and his fame. 388 


La Dame. 
'A curſid herte, a mouthe that Wenserile 0 
Full well ye wote thei be not accordyng, 
Yet fainid chere right fone maie hem apeiſe, 
Where of malice is ſet all ther workyng, 


Full falſe ſemblant thei bere and true ſemyng. 


Ther name, ther fame, ther tonguis, ben but fained, 
Worſhip in hem is put in ſorgettyng, | 
396 


„ Latirant, 

Who thinkich ill no gode maie him befall, 
God of his grace graunt eche man his deſert! 
But for his love emong your thoughtis all 
As thinke upon my woſull ſorbwes ſmert, 
For of my paine whethir your tendir hert 
Of ſwete pitic be not there with agreved, 
And of your grace to me were diſcovert, 


That by your mene ſone ſhould I be releved. 404 


L'A/BELLE DAME SANS MERCY + 29 


A lightſome herte, a folie of pleſaun ce, 
Are moche bettir the lefle while theĩ abĩde/, | 
'Thei make you think and bring you in a traunce, 
But that ſikeneſſe will fone be remedide; N ö 
Reſpite your thought, and put all aste: its 
Full gode diſporte-ywerieth-me all daie; 

To helpe nor hurte my will is not aplide; 
Who troweth me not l let hym wb.) 2 are 
 L'amant. 9 

Who hath a birde, a faucon, or a hounde,. 
That foloweth hym for love in every place: 
He cheriſheth him and kepith him ful ſound. 
Out of his ſight he will not hym enchaceez 
And l, that ſet my wittis in this care 
On you alone, withoutin any chaungge 
Am put undir, moche ſarthir out of grace, 
And leſſe ſet by, then othir hat be fraunges 

La Dame, 

Though I make chere to every man about — 
For my worſhip and for myne owne ne TP} , 8 
To you I n'ill doe ſo withoutin r 61 = 
In eſchewyng all manir prejudiſe, Ae 15 
For wote ———— 0 N 
And in bileve ſo lightly will be dub, | 
That he takith all at his one deviſe a Fx 
Of thing God wote that fervith beten an Cl 
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L' amant.. 
| — — 1 
Leſe e 
Whereof ſhall ferve my trouthe in any wiſe 
Leſſe then to him that cometh and goeth al daie, 
Whiche holdeth of you nothyng, that is no naie? 
Alſo in you is loſt, as to' my ſemyng, © 
All curtifie, whiche of refon will faie + £1 
That Love for love were lawfull deſiryng. 436 
La Dame. | 


Curtiſie is alyid wondir nere 
D eee 
And he will not be bounde for no praiere, 
Nor for no giſtes, I ſaie you verily, | 
But his gode chere depart full largily 
Where hym lykith, as his conceipt will fall; 


— 


Guerdon conſtrained, a gift doen thankfully, 


Theſe twain can ner accord, nor ne vir ſnal. 444 
Tant. 
As for guerdon, | ſeke none in this cace, 
For that deſerte to me it is to hie, 
'Wherfore I aſke your pardon and your grace, . 
ith me behovith deth or your mertie; | 
o give the gode where it wantith truly 


That were reſon and a curtiſe manere, 


And to your own moche bettir were worthy 
3 hem lovely chere. 452 


LA BELLE DAME SANS Mer. 1 


Le Dame. 

What cal ye gode? fain would I that TREO 
That pleſith one an othir ſmertith ſore, + 
But af his owne to large is he that liſt | 
Give moche and lelin his gode name therfore; | - 
One ſhould not make a graunt, little ne more, 
But the requeſt were right well accordyng 3: - 
If worſhip be not kept and ſet beſore 
All that is lefte is but a little thyng. 4860 

L'amant, 

Into this worlde was foundin nevir none, 
Nor undir he vin creiture ibore, 
Nor nevir ſhall, ſave onely your perſone, - 
To whom your worſhip touchith halfe ſo ſore 
But me, whiche haye no ſeſon leſſe ne more 
Of youth ne age hut ſtill in your ſervice; 
I have no eyen, no wit, nor mouthe, in ſtore, 
But all be givin to the ſame office. 468 

La Dame. | 

A ſul grete charge hath he withoutin faile 
That his worſhip kepith in ſikirneſſe, 
But in daungir he ſettith his travaile 
That feffith it with othirs buſinefſe; 
To hym that longith honour and nobleſſe 
Upon none othir ſhould not be awaite, NN 
For of his owne ſo moche hath he the leſſe . 
That of othir moche foloweth the conceits. - | 476 | 
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| L'amant. - 

Your eyen hath ſet the print which that 1 ſele 
Within my herte, that where ſo er i go | 
If I doe thyng that ſounith unto wele 
Nedes muſt it cum from you and fro no mo; 
Fortune will this, that | for wele or wo 
And verie right wilt that | thinke alſo lr» A 
Of your worſhip above all othir thyng. 4384 

To your worſhip ſe well, for that is nede, - 
That ye ſpende not your ſeſon all in vainz _ 
As touchyng myne I rede you take no hede, 
By your follie to put your ſelſe in pain 


To ovircome is gode and to reſtrin . 

An herte whiche is decevid follilic, 2 

For Worſe it is to breke then bowe certain; 

Bettir to bowe then to fall ſodainly. 492 
1,' amant. 


Now, faire ladie !\thinke ſich it firſt began 
That Love hath ſet mine herte undir his cure 
It nevir might, ne truelie I ne can, 

None othir ſerve: while I ſhall here 1 i 
In moſt fre wiſe thereof I make you ſore, ; 
Which maie not be withdraw, this is no naie; 


I muſt abide all manir advinture,  . "OO 
For | ne male put to nor take awaie. 300 


| LA BELLE DAME vans ufer. 133 
A 1 
| Tholde it for 8s gift in ſothfaſlaeſſe- 1 oid” 
That one offirith where it is ſorſake, hat niaed of 
For ſoche a giſte is abandonyng expreſſe;/ ! 
That with worſhip ayen maie-not be _ N 
He hath an herte full fell that liſt to make 
A gift lightlie that put is to reſuſ ec 
But he is wiſe that ſoche conceipt gs 6 
So that hym nede neithir ſtudie ne muſe. 10 
L'amant. © | 
He ſhould nat maſe hat bath ks rice be. 
On her whiche is a ladie honourable,” ; 
And if I ſpende my time to that entent 
Yet os 65 ak ante att * H! 
Of fainid harte, to thinke 1 am unable, 
Or | miſtoke when I made this requeſt. 
By . e kn nes mite lis bn A 
So many hertis gottin by conqueſt. © 3516 
La Dame. | 
If that ye liſte doe aftir my counſaile 
Seche a fairir and of more highir fame, +. | + 1 
Whiche in ſervice of love will you prevaile, , 
Aftir your thought, accordyng to the ſam ae; 
He hurtith bothe his worſhip and his nad 


5 4 


That follily for twain binielf will trouble, W 
And he alſo leſith his aftir gam 1  _F 
That furcly can not ſet his points double. _—_ 

Fea 


% Nine baut SANS MERCY. 
52 8 4 
This your counſaile, by ought that l e . 
Is bettir ſaĩed than doen, to myne adviſe, 
Though l heleve it not forgive it me: 
Mine herte is ſoche, ſo whole without teintile, | 
That | ne maiqgive credence in no wiſe 
To thyng whiche iz not ſounyng unto _ 
Othir connfaile I'fe* is but fantaſiſe pit | 
Save of your grace to ſhe we pitie and rut. 332 
And when hym liſt can leve and part N 
But in connyng he is to lerne truelie 
That would himſelf conduite and can not 8 
And he that will not aftir counſaile doe 
His ſute he puttith into diſperaunce, | 
And all the gude that ſhould yfall hym to 
Is ioft and dedde clene out of remembraunce. 340 
| L'amant. 
Vet woll I ſhewe this mattir faithfullie 
Whilis [ live, what evir be my Dine 
And if it hap that in my truthe I die 
Then deth ſtiall doe to me no — 
But when that I by your harde ſufferaunce 
Shall die ſo true, and with ſo grete a pain, | 
Yet ſhall it doe me moche the leſſe grevaunce 
Then for to live a falſe lovir certain. 548 


1 


—— 1 
Gt mee this is no fable; 
I will to you be neithir hard nut ſtrait e,, 
And right will not no man cuſtumable 
To e e eee 1 
Who ſecbith forowe bis le the receiti ::: £4 
Othir counſaile can I not fele nor ſ qq 
Nor for to lerne I caſt me not ti awaite/ 1 


Who will thereof let hym aſſaie ſor m. 336 2 
Eau | | 
Ones muſt i be aſſaied, that is no naie; bp 7 30) 
With ſoche as be of reputacion, ß,, 
And of true love the right honour: aer nen H 
Of fre hartis gottin by due reep FEA 
For frewil holdith this opinion, {1 off 1 
That it is grete dureſſe and — ww tif 
To kepe a herte in fo ſtraite a prifon + 16 7 - 
That hath but one bodie for ob 34364 
La Dame. | el 
I knowe ſo many cauſis mar veiloun 1! | 
That | wuſi ved af relon thinks te * 


Soche avinture is wondir perilous 

And yet well more the coming backe ara 

Gade or worſhip thereof is ſeldome fence, + 

Where | ne will make any foche ara, 
As for to finde a pleſaunce but baraine ++ +» | +7 
When it ſhall coſt fo dere the firſt aſſaio. _ 


wes 
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1 eee ee ane MERCY, 


10 weste es en of iy marker; 30 
Nor you to meve with no ſoche fantaſiſe,, 
To put me ſarre all out as a ſtraunger, e n bets 
For . 
That | have made apriſe in every wiſe, 
By whiche my truthe ſheweth opin evidence; 
My long abidyng and my true ſervice 2 
Maie well be knowen by plain experience. z de 
Lua Dame. 5 
— 2K ho nic be calls tnhe; 
And ſo muſt he be take in every place, 
That can diſcerne and let as he ne knewe, 
And kepe the gode if he it maie purchaſe; 
For who that praieth or ſwereth in any caſe 
Right well ye wote in that no trouth is preved; 
- -— Soch hath there ben and ar that gettin grace, 
| Add leſe it one when thei have it acheved, 388 
| 1 L'amant. 
eee eee 6 
To ſhewe gode love and alwaie find contrarie, 
= And cheriſhe the whiche fleeth me vith the ps | 
4 This is to me a lovely adverſarie, * | 
When tha Pre, which long on flepe doth tri, | 
| Hath ſet the fine of all my hevineſſe, 
| Yet her comſort, to me moſte neceſſarie, * | 
Shall ſet my will more ſure in ſtableneſſe. 396 
5 : 


38 BELLE DAME/SANS MERCY3 145 
The woſubwight what maie he think or ſay; / 
The contrarie of all joye and gladneſſee, 
A ſicke bydie, his thought is ſerre alwaie | 
From hem that felin no ſure nor fickeneſſe; | | 
Thus hurtis ben of divers bufineſſs, ©: i 
Whiche love hath putt unto grete Aae f 
And truthealfo put in forgetſulneſſe, | 
When thi full ſore begin to gh aikaunce; 604 
| L*amant.. 
Now God deſende but he be harmèleſſe 
© Of all worſhip or gode that maie-befall * | 
That to werſt-tournith by his leude neſſe 
A gift of grace or any chyng at all 
That his ladie vouchſaſe upon hym call, 
Or cheriſh hy m. in honburable wiſr; 


* 
— 


In that defaute what er he be that fall | Tama 53 
Detern more then deth to ſuffre twile. 612 
La Dame. | 


There is no judge iſet on ſoche treſpace, 
By whiche oi right love maie recovered be, 
One curſith faſt, an othir doth manace, 
Yet dyith none, as farce as can ſ , 14 
But kepe ther courſe alw aie in aue degre, ; 
And evirmore cher labour doeth encreſe 14 
To bryng ladies, by ther grete ſubtilte, 

For othirs gilte, in ſorowe and diſeſe. | 62d 8 
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£ amant.. | 
All be it ſo one doeth ſo grete offence 


And is not dedde nor put to no juſtice, 


Right well I wote hym gainith no defence, 
But he mult ende in full miſchevous wiſe, - 
And all evir ſaĩed God will hym . 

For faiſhed is all full of curſidneſſe, 


That his Gl AY A eee 


Where it reignith and hath the wilfulneſſe. 628 
La Dame. | 
Of that have thei no grete-fere now /duiſe; 
Soche as will ſaie and maintain it thereto, 
That ſtedfaſt truthe is nothyng for to praiſe 
In hem that kepe it long in wele or wo, 
Their buſie hertis paſſin to and fro, e a 
Thei be ſo well reclaimid to the lure, 6 Ig 
So well lernid *hem-to/withholde alſo NY © 


And al to chaunge when love ſhould beſt endure. 636 


L' amant.. 
When one hath ſet his herte in ſtable wiſe 
In ſoche a place as is hothe gode and true 
He ſhould not flit, but doe forthe his ſervice a3 
Alwaie withoutin chaunge of any newe: 
As ſone as love beginnith to remewe 


All pleſaunce goeth anone in lityl ſpace; 


As for my partic that ſhall I eſchue h 
While that the ſoule abidith in his place. 644 


1 
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ant DAME sans MERCY, 1390 
8 L amant. Eo, 
To love truely there as it ought of right 7 7 
Ye maiĩe not be miſtakin doutileſſm 
But ye be foule diſcevid in your ſight 
By your light underſtandyng as I geſſe, * 
Yet maie we well repele your buſineſſc, 
And unto reſon have ſome attendaunce, | 
Moche bettir than to abide by ſimplenes eh a} 13 
The ſeble ſoccouris of diſperaunce. 1 652 
FH of 
Reſon, counſaile, ail; and gode adviſe, 
Ben undir love arreſtid everichone, : 
To whiche I can accorde'in every wiſe; 
For thei ben not rebell but ſtill as ſtone; 
Ther will add myne be medlid all in one, E 
And erm uni with fon chai, * 
That as in hem departyng ſhall be none, OS 
6 | 640 
La Dame. © 
Ye love not your ſelf, what evir ye be; Nr 
That in love ſtande ſubject in every place, ö 
And of your wo if ye have no pite 
Othirs pite bile ve not to purchace, 
But be fullie aſſured, as in this ca ce. 
I am alwaie undir one ordinaun ee 
To havin bettir truſt not aftir grace, > 
nnn levith take to your peas. 668 
O ij 


Ibo LA BELLE Dan sant MERCY, 


| Zamankt. 

I have my hope ſo ſure and ſo ſtedfaſt 
That ſoche a ladie mould not et u ein 
But now, alas! it is ſhit up ſo faſt BEES 
That Daungir ſheweth on me ROY or 
And if ſhe ſe. the vertue faile awe? > $51 5 
Of true ſervice, though ſhe doe faile alſ 


No wondir were; but this is my ſuretec/«c 
I muſt ſuffre whiche waie that er ĩt go. 676 
La Dame. 

_ Levethispurpoſe, I rede you for the beſt, 
For the lengir ye kepe it is in van, 
The leſſe ye get as of your hert is reſt, 
And to rejoyce it ſhall you ner attain | 
When ye abide gode hope to make e, 
Ye ſhalt be founde aſottid in dotage, $ , 
And in the ende ye ben kon- der certain 18 
That hope ſhall paie the wretchis for ther wage. 684 
: L"amant, 
Ye ſaie ac fallith moſte for your pleſaunce, 
And your. powir is grete, all this Tſe, , 
But hope ſhall ner out of my rememmbraunce, | 
By whiche I fele ſo grete adverſite, ; 
For when Nature hath ſet in you plente 
Of all godeneſſe, by vertue and by grace, 
He ner aſſemblid hem, as ſemid me, 2. 
Fo put Pitie out of his dwellyng place. 692 
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LA'SELLE DAME SANS MERCY: 164 
La Dame. 

Pitie of right ought to be reſonable, _ 
And to no wight do grete-diſavauntage,  ' 
There as is nede it ſhould be profitable, 

And to the pitous ſhewyng no domage: 

If a ladie will doe ſo grete outrage 

To ſhewe pitie and cauſe her owne debate, 

Of ſoche pitie comith diſpitous rage, 

And of ſoche love alſo right dedly hate. 700 
Grams: : | 

To comfort hem that live all comfortleſſe 
That is no harme, but comfort to your name, 
But ye that have a herte of ſoche dureſſe, 
And a faire ladie', I muſt affirme the ſame, 

If I durſt ſaie, ye winne all this defame 

By cruiltie, whiche ſittith you full ill, 

But if pitie, whiche maie all this attain, | 

In your high herte maie reſt and tary ſtill. yc8 
1 5 La Dame. | 

What er he be that ſaieth he lovith me 
And paraventure i leve well it beſo, © | 
Ought he be wrothe, or ſhould I blamid be, 
Though [ did not as he eee 9 141 
If I medlid with ſoche or othir mee 
It might be callid pitie mercileſſe,' + ++ + 
And aftirward if | ſhould live in wo + 
Thea to . it were to late [ gefle. - | 
O ii ; 
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1562 LA'BELLY DAME SANS Mer. 
TL amant. 
O marble herte! and yer more harde perde, 


Whiche mercie maie not perce for no labour, 
More ſtrong to bowe then is a mighty tre, 


What availeth you to ſhewe ſo grete rigour! 


Pleſeth it you more to ſe me die this hour 
Before your eyen, for your diſport and plaie, 
Then for to ſhewe ſome comfort and ſoccour 
To reſpite deth, whiche chaſith me alwaie ? 
La Dame. 

Of your diſeaſe ye may have IR: 
And as for myne ( let it ovir flake, 
Alſo ye ſhall not die for my pleſaunce, 
Nor for your hele | can no ſuretie make; 
I will not hurte my ſelf for othirs ſake; 


— 


Wepe thei, laugh thei, or ſing thei, | waraunt 


For this mattir ſo will | undirtake- 


That none of hem ſhall make therof avaunt. 


TL'aman 

I can not {kill of love by God alone, 
have more cauſe to wepe in your preſence, 
And well ye wote avauntour am I none, 
For certainly I love bettir filence:! | 
One ſhould not love by his hert'is credence, - 
But he were ſure to kepe it ſecretlie, 
For a vauntour is of no revèrence * 
When that his tongue is his moſte enemie. 

\ - 
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— DAME SANS MERCY. 163 


. La Dans. 

Mal: bouch in court hath grete commanndement, 
Eche man ſtudieth to ſaie the worſt he maie, N 
Theſe falſe lovirs in this tyme now preſent 
Thei ſervin beſt to jangle as a jaiez 
The moſte ſecrete iwis yet ſome men ſaie 
How he miſtruſtid is in ſome partiſe, 
| Wherfore to ladies when men ſpeke or ſaie 


It ould not be bilevid in no wiſGeQQ. 748 
L'amant. _ 
Of gode and ill ſhall he and is alwaie, 
The world is ſoche ; The yerth is not al plain; wh, 


Thei that be gode the profe ſheweth every daie, 

And othir wiſe grete villonie certain; © ©, 

It* is not reſon though one his tongue diſtain 

With curſid ſpeche to doe hymſelf a ſhame © 

That ſoche refuce ſhould wrongfully remain 

Upon the gode renamid in ther fame. 36 

La Dame. | 

Soch as be nought, when ther here tidinges 0 new 

That eche treſpas ſhall lightly have pardon, 

Thei that purſuin to be gode and ttue 

Will not ſet by none ill diſpoſicion, 

To continue” in every gode condicion | DI. 

Thei are the firſt that fallin in domage,' © 

And full frely the hertis habandon | | 

To lityl faithe with ſoft and faire language. 764 


163 LA'BELLE DAME SANS MERCT« 
Tana. 

Now knowe I well of verie certainte 
If one doe truelie yet ſhall he be ſhente, 
- Sith all manir of juſtice and pite 
Is baniſhed out of a ladies entente,; 
I can not ſe but all is at one ſtente, GC . 
The gode, the ill, the vice, and eke the vertue; 
Soche as be gode ſoche have the puniſimente 
For the treſpace of hem that live untrue. 772 

Ta Dame. 
have no powir you to do grevaunce, 
Nor to puniſhe none othir creature, 
But to eſche win the more eucombraunge, 
To kepe us from you all T hold it fure, _ 
For Falſe Semblaunce bath a face full demure, 
Lighthe to catche theſe ladies in a waite, - 
Wherefore we muſt, if we will here endure, s 
Make 28 gode watch: lo! this is my conceite. 780 
1 1, amant 
Sith that of Ra , godely TY not one 

Maie now be had, but alwaie kept in ſtore, 
I' appele to God, for he maie here my mone, 
Of the dureſſe which grevith meſo ſore, 
And of pite I complaine furthirmore, 
Whiche he forgate in all his ordinaunce, 
Or els my life to have endid before, | 
Whiche fo ſone am put out of remembraunce. | 180 


LABELLE DAME SANS MERCY; 1 | 
21591 Mense 50197 e 408 
My — you no fotfeite 
By whiche ye ſhould complaine in any binds! 
Nothyng kurtith you but your own' wy cory . 2 
Be judge your felf, for ſo ye ſnall it finde? 
Thus alwaie let this ſinke into your: en 9 
That your deſire ſhall ner recovered be; 8 
Ye noye me ſore in waſtyng all Wee, b 
For l have ſaied inough, as ſemith me. . 
This wofull man roſe up in all his pain, 
And departid with wepyng countinaun ce; 
His wofull herte almoſte to braſte in twaine, 
Full like to die, walkyng forthe in e ow 0 30 
And ſayid, Deth, come forthe, EY A0 
Or that myne herte forget his propertie, 724 
And make ſhortir all this 1 
Of my pore life, full of adverſitle = 
{ Fro thens he went, but whithir teste, oY 
Nor to what part he drewe in ſothfaſtneſſe, - © * 
But he no more was in his ladie's thought, 
For to the daunce anone ſhe gan her aa. 1 
And aftirward one tolde me thus expreffe, = 
Fe rent his heer for anguiſhe and for pain, 4 
"Andin hymſelf toke ſo grete hevineſſm 
That he was dedde within a dale or twain. © $14 
' pL awvoy, 0D Conwy 57 
The trus lovin thus I beſeche you all = 11 
Soche advintures flie hem in every wiſe,” «© © 
And as peple defamid ye hem call, 


160 La BELLE DAME SANS MERCY 2 
For thei truclie do you grete prejudice | 
For thei have had long tyme by their office 


m | "999 . 
And ye ladies, or what eſtate ye be, 


Of whom wei hath choſe his delIyng place, 
For Godd'is love doe no ſoche cruiltie, 1 


Nor in no wiſe ne folowe nat the trace 

Of her that here is namid right wiſely, 

Maie be callid Za belle Dame ſans Mercy. 826 
Go, lityl Boke, God ſende the gode paſſage! 

Cheſe well thy waie, be ſimple of magere, 

Loke thy elothyng be like thy pilgrimage, 

And ſpecially let this be thy praiere 

Unto hem all that the will rede or here, 

Where thou art wrong after ther helpe to call 

The to correcte in any parte or all. | 833 
Praiec hem alſo with thine humble ſerviſe 

Thy boldeneſſe to pardon in this cace, , 

For els thou art not able in no wiſe 

To make thy ſelf appete in any place; 

And furthirmore beſeche mol fn res 


* By ther favour and ſupportacion + 

To take in gre this rude Tranſlacion, 840 
The which God wote ſtandith full deſtitute 

Of eloquence; of metre, and colours, 

Like as a be nakid without refute - - 


TURE Aron 


Upon a plain to abide all manir ſho wers: 2230 
I can no more, but aſke of hem ſocours Tout ; 


At whole requeſt thou wer made in this wile, 
Commaundyng me with body and ſerviſe. oh 
Right thus make an ende of this profes, 
Beſechyng hywithia: nbi eee! 
That no true man be vexid cauſelefſe 
As this man was, whiche is of ee 
eee eee x 
And in ther trouth purpoſe hem to endure, - | 
I praic God ſende hem bettir avinture. $54 


© Explicit, 


THE ASSEMBLE or LADIES. 


41 n of 
Ladies put uf their WR N 
Rn, : 


In Septembre', atthe fllngs of th eſe, awy n 
The freſhe ceſon was altogidir done, SETS: 

And of the core weegithloid abs hell; TR. 

In a gardine, aboute twayne aftir none, 

Ther were Ladies walking, as was ther wone, 
Foure in nombre, as to my minde dothe fall, 
And 1 the ſiſthe, the ſimpliſt of hem ll. 
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x Diſportiag hem everiche aftir her giſe, Noch oa ad! 
In croſſe aleis walking by two and two ð· V 
Thus occupied we were in diverſe wiſe, 1 
And yet in trouthe we were not al alone, bf 
There werin knightes and ſquiris many one. 14 
Wherol I ſerved? one of hem aſkid me: 


I ſaid ayen, as it fel in my thougiſt t, 

To walke aboute the maſe in certainte, vat 

As hedeleſs woman that nothing rought. 

He aſkid me ayen whom that I ſought, 

And of my colour why I was fo pale? 

Forſothe (quod I) and therby lithe a tale. 21 
That muſt me wete, (quod he) and that nong: 

Tel on, let ſe, and make no tarying. 

Abide, (quod I) ye ben a haſtie one; 

Het you wete it is no lityl thing, 

But for bicauſe ye have a grete longing - 

In your defire this proceſſe for to here 

I ſhal you tel the plaine of this matere. 28 
It happid thus, that in an aſtirnone | 

My felauſhiꝑ and | by one aſſent, 

Whan al othit beſineſſis were done, 

To paſſe our time into this maſe we went, 

And toke our waies eche aftir our entent, 

Some went inward and went they. had gon out, 

Some ſende in the mid and loked all about. 35 
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And, forh to ſay, fome were ful free behinde, | 
And right agon as ferforthe as the beſt; "We 
Othir there were ſo maſid in ther minde' 
Al wales were gode for hem both eſt aud n 
Thus went they forth and had but lityl reſt, 
And ſorhe ther courage dyd hem fore aſſaile, 
For very wrathe they dyd ſtep o er the raile; 42 

And as they ſought hem ſelvin to and o 
I gate my ſelf a litylavauntage, be 
Al for weried I might no furthir go, 
Though I had won right grete for my viage; 
So came l forthe into a ſtraite paſſage, | 
Which brought me to an herbir ſaire and mouny 
'Ymade wich beachis ful crafty and'clene; 49 

That as me thoughtiu there might no creture 
Deviſe a bette by dewe proporcioun, 
Safe it was cloſid wel I you enſure, 
With maſonrye of compace en viroun, | 
Ful ſecretly with {tairis goyng down 1 N 
In myddes the place with turning whele certain, 
And upon that a potte of margelaine, 56 

With margerettes growinge in ordinauncse 
To ſhewe hem felfe as folke went to and __ 
That to beholde it was a grete pleſaunce, : 
And how they were accompainid with mo, 

Ne mombliſac{ile and ſonèneſſe alſo, | 

The poure peaſis were not diſlogid there, | ; 

Ne, God wote ther place was every where. 63 
Polume X. 2 f 


170 THE ASSEMBLE OF LADIES, 


The flore and bench was pavid faire and [mathe | 

With ſtonis ſquare of many divers hewe, r 

So wel joynid, that for to ſay the ſoth * 

Al ſemid one, that no one othir knewe, 

And undirnith the ſtremis newe and newe, 

As ſilvir bright, ſpringing in ſoche a wiſe 

That whence it came ye coude it not deviſe. 70 
A lityl while ywas 1 al alone 

Beholding wel this deleRable place, 

My felawſhip were coming everichone, 

So muſte we nedis abyde for a ſpace, 

Remembiring of many divers cace _. 

Of tyme ypaſlid yore with ſighis depe, 

I fet me downe, and there I fel aſlepe. = 77 
And as I ſlept me thought there came to nie 

A gentylwoman metely of ſtature, 

Of grete worſhip ſhe ſemid for to be, 

Atyrid wel, not high, but by meſure, 

Her countinaunce full ſad was and demure, 

Her colours blewe al that ſhe had upon; 

'Ther ne came ng mo but her ſelfe alone, 84 
Her gowne wel was embraudrid certainly 

With ſtonis ſette aftir her owne deviſe i 

In her purfillis, her worde by and by 

Bien & Loyalement, as I coude deviſe; 

Than praide I her in any manir wiſe 

That of her name l might have remembreunce; 

She laid ſhe\was callid Perſeveraunce, 91 
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THE ASSEMBLE OF LADIES 1 
do furthirmbre to ſpekin was I bolde, 
Where ſhe dwellid I prayed her for to ſay? 
And ſhe againe ful curtifly me tolde, © + 
My dwelling is and hath be many” a day | 
With a lady. What lady ? I you pray. 
Of gret eſtate, thus warne I you (quod ſhe.) + 
What cal ye her? Her name is Loyalte. 98 
In what office ſtande ye or what degre ? 
(Quod [to her) that would I wete right faine. 
I am, (quod ſhe) unworthy though I be, 
Of her chambre her uſhir in certaine, 
This rodde I bere as for a tokin plaine, 
Lyke as ye knowe the rule in ſoche ſervice 
Apertaining is to the ſame office. „ of 
She chargid me by her commaundèment 
To warne you and your felawes everichone 
That ye ſhulde come there as ſhe is preſent 
For a counſaile whiche ſhall be nowe anone, 
Or ſevin dayis be comin and gone; 
And furthirmore, ſhe bad that I ſhulde ſay 2995 
Excuſis there might be none nor delay. 112 
Anothir thing was not forget behinde, , 
Whiche in no wiſe | wolde but that ye knewe; 
Remembre wel and bere it in your minde | 
Al your felawes and ye muſt come in blewe © | 
Everilyche, your matirs for to ſewe, | 
With more, whiche I pray you to thinke upon, 
Your wordis on your _ everychon. 
Py 
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And be not abaſhed in no manir wiſe; 
As many ben, in ſoche an high preſence; - 1 N 
Make your requeſt as ye can beſt deviſe, - . 
And ſhe gladly wol-yeve you audience; 
There is no greſe nor no manir offence - 7 

Wherin ye ſele that your herte is diſpleſed 1 29/48 
But with her help right ſone ye ſhal he eſed. 126 
J am right glad (quod |) ye tel me this 

But there is non of us that knoweth the waie. 

As of your way (quod ſhe) ye ſhal not vs oY 
Ye ſhal have one to gyde you day by Gay": 


Of my felawes, I can not bettir ſay, , 
Soche one as ſhal tel you the way ful 8 10 
And Diligence this gentilwoman hight, 133 


A woman of right famous eee 12 41 
And wel cheriſhed, I tel you in certain 
Her felauſhip ſhal do you grete pleſaun tem 

Her porte is ſoch, her manirs trewe and plaine, 
She with glad chere old do her beſy paine 
To bring you there. Now farewel ; I have done. 
Abyde, ſaid I, ye may not go ſo ſone. 140 
Why ſo? (Qud-Bo) end e ee 
To yeve warning in many divers place | 
To your felawes and ſo to othir mo, 
And well ye wore I have but lytil ſpace. _ 
Now vet, (quod I) ye muſt tel me this cace, 
If we ſaal any men unto us call. 
Not one (quod ſhe) may come amonges you all 147 
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Not one, than? ſaid I: eigh, Benedicite / ? 
What have I done? I pray you tel me that. 
Nowe by my lyfe I trowe but wel, (quod oy 
But er I ean byleve there is fomwhat, 
And for to ſaye you trouthe more can I nat; 
In queſtions I may nothing be to large; 
I meddle muſt no furthir then my charge. 154 
Than thus, (quod I) do me to undirſtande 
What place is there this lady is dwelling ? 
Forſothe (quod ſhe) and one ſought al this lande 
Fairir is none, though it were for a king, 
Deviſid wel, and that in every thing, 
The touris hie ful pleſaunt ſhal ye finde, r 
With phanis freſh turning with every wynde; 161 
The chambris and the parlirs of a ſorte, 
With bay windowes godely as may be thought, 
As for daunſing and othir wiſe diſporte 
The galeries be all right well ywrought, © 
That wel I wote if ye were thydir brought, 
And take gode hede therof in every wile, W 
Ye wol it thinke a very paradiſe. | 168 
What hight the place? (quod I) now ſay me that. 
Pleſaunt Regarde, (quod ſhe) to tell you plaine. 
Of very trouth, (quod I) and wote ye what? 
It may right wel be callid ſo certaine: * 
But furthirmore this wold I wit right inn, 
What I ſhulde do as ſone as I come there, / 
And aftir whom that may beſt enquere? 175 
P ij 
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A gentilwaman portir of the yate 
There ſhal ye finde, her name is Countinauce, 
Wye ſo hap ye come erly or late | 
Of her wer gode to have ſome aequaintaune, 


She can you tel howe ye ſhal you avaunce, 


And howe to come to her ladye's preſence; | 
To her wordis I rede ye-geve-credence, 182 
Nowe it is time that | ſhulde parte you fro, 


For in gode faithe I have grete buſineſſe. - 
1 wote right wel (quod I) that it is ſo, 
And l thanks you of your grete gentilneſſe, 


Your comforte hath ye vin me hardineſſe, 

That nowe | ſhal be holde withoutin faile 

Fo do' aſtir your advice and gode come. 40 ory 
Thus partid ſhe, and I lefte all alone 

With that I ſawe (as l behelde aſide). +» 

A woman come, a verie godely one, ; 

And forth withal as I had her aſpide 

Me thought anone it ſhoulde be the gide, 

And of her name anone I did enquere; 

Ful womanly ſhe yave me this anſwere: 196 

l am (quod ſhe) but a ſimple creture, | | 

Sent from the courte, my name is Diligence; 

As ſone as + myght come, I you enſure, 

I taried not aftir I had licence: | 

And nowe that I am-come to your ne 

],oke, what ſervice } can you do or may 

Commaundith me; I can no furthir ſay. 203 
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I thankid her, and prayed n a 
Bycauſe | woulde ſe how ſhe was araide; 
Her gown was blew, dreſſid in gode manere, 
With her deviſe, her worde alfo, that ſaide 
Tant que je puis, and [ was wel apaide; 
And than wiſt I, withoutin any more, t 
It was ful trewe that I had herde before. 20 
Though we toke nowe before a litil ſpace + 
It were ful gode (quod ſhe) as I coude geſle.. -/ 
Howe farre (quod I) have we unto the place? 
A daye's journey, (quod ſhe) but litil leſſe; 
Wherfore I rede that now we outwarde * 
For I ſuppoſe our felawſhip is paſt, 
And for nothinge I wolde not we were the lat 140 
Than departid we at ſpringing of the daye, 
And forthe we wente a ſofte and eſy pace, 
Til at the laſt we were on our journey 
So far outwarde that we might ſe the place; 
Nowe let us reſt (quod I) a litil ſpace, 
And ſay we as devoutly as we fan 
A Pater noſter for Saint Julian. 16 284 
With al my herte; I affent with gode wil; | 
Moch bettir ſhal we ſpede whan we have done. #1. 
Than taried we and faid it every dy; . ' - | | 
And whan the day was paſt farre aſtir none 
We ſawe a place, and thidir came we ſone, || 
Whiche rounde aboute was cloſid 6 bb a wal, | | | 
o e 
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176 \ TUE ASSEMBLE OF LADIES, 
There ſound I one had brouglit all min aray, . 


(A gentil woman of mine acquaintannce) 


I have mervaile (quod I) what manir way 
Ye had knowlege of al this ordinaunce. 
Yes, yes, (quod ſhe) I herde Perſeveraunce 
Howe ſhe warnid her felawes everichone, 


And what aray ye ſhouldin have upon. 238 


Nowe for my love (quod 1) this I you praye, - 
Sith ye have take upon yau all the paine, 
That ye wolde helpe me on with mine araye, 


For wit ye wel | wolde be gone right faine. 


Al this prayir us nedith not certaine, 

(Quod ſhe againe;) come of, and hye you ſone, 

And ye ſhal ſe anone it ſhal be done. 245 
But this I doute me gretly, wote ye what? 


That my felawes be paſſid by and gone. 


I warne you (quod ſhe) that are they nat, 

For here they ſhall aſſemble everichone, 

Notwithſtandinge I eounſaile you anone 

Make you redy, and tary you no more, 

It is no harme though ye be there before. 443 
So than l dreſſid me in mine araye, * 

And aſked her whethir it were wel or no? 

It is right well (quod ſhe) unto my pay, 

Ve nede not care to what place er ye go: 

Andmwhiles that ſhe and I debatid ſo 


Came Diligence and ſawe me al in blewe; 


Siſtir, (qubd ſhe) right wel broke ye your newe! 259 
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Ber Dꝛiſarecion Purvciour. n. * n r 

Than 3 we forth and met at avinture * 

A yonge woman, an officir ſeminge; t 1 | 
What is your name ? (quod I) tell, god retre. 
Diſcrecion, (quod ſhe) without leſinge. 1 
And where (quod I) is your moſt abidinge? 

I have (quod ſhe) this office of purthace, 5 ns 
_ |» Chefe Purveyour that longith to thisplice. > 2466 
ft, Acquayntaunce Herbyger. Hann 375.0 
Faire love! (quod I) in al your ordinaunce:. © 
What is her name that ãs the herbigere? + 1 + + | 
Forſothe (quod ſhe) her name is A | 
A woman of right gracious manere.// 1 7 
Then thus, (quod I) What ſtraungirs have een ö 
But ſewe (quod ſhe) of high degre ne lowe, 
Ve be the n as ferforth as I know. 255 
+ Countinqunce Porter. Naarn 
| Thus with talis we came ſtreight to the yte, 457 
This yonge woman. departid was and gone, cud Þ 
Came Diligence, and knockid faſt thereaet. 
Who is without? (quod Countinancce nana) ; HIT 
Truly, (quod I)] fayre ſiſtir, here is one. a9 573 
Which one? (quod ſhe) and therwithal-ſhe wack 
I Diligence; ye knowe me wel ynoughe. | | _ | 
Than opened ſhe the gate, and in we go; 
With wordis faire ſhe ſaide full e e 
Ve are welcome ywis; are ye no mo 


278 TAN ASSEMBLE OF LADIES: 

Nat one (quod ſhe) ſave this woman and [. 

Now than (quod ſhe) 1 

Takith my chaumbre for a while to reſt © 

Til your felawis come; I holde it beſt, 287 
I thanked her, and forth we go everichone 

Til her chambre wichoutin wordis mo, 

Came Diligence and toke her leve anone. 

Where er ye lyſt (quod I) nowe may ye go, 

And 1 thanke you right hertily alſo 

Of your labour, for whiche God do you mede; 

T can no more, but Jeſu be your ſpede! 294 
Than Countinaunce thus aſkid me anone, - 

Your felauſhip where be they all? (quod ſhe.) 

For ſothe (quod |) they are cominge everichone, 

But where they are I knowe nocertainte, 

Without | may hem at this windowe ſe; 

Here wil | ſtande a waiting here amonge, 8 

For wel Iwote they wil not hence be longe. 301 
Thus as l ſlode muſing ful buſily BY 

I thought to take gode hede of her aray; 

Her gowne was blewe; this wote | verily, 

Of gode facyon, and furrid wel with gray, 

Upon her ſleve her worde, this is go nay, 

Whiche ſaid thus, as my pennè can endite, | 

A moy, gui vey, writin with lettirs white. 308 
Then forth withal ſhe came ſtreight unto me, 

Your wordes (quod ſhe) fain wold | that I knewe. 

Forſothe (quod I) ye ſhal wel knowe and ſe, 


| Aid for my worde I have eee on cer om WT 


It Nee eee, At Nene rr 4058 


As here before I had commaundèment, | 
And ſo to do I am right well content.. 315 
| 4,  Largeſe Stewards, 0 / 

Baut tel me this I pray you hertilye/, 

The ſteward here, ſay me what is her name ? 

She hight Largeſſe, I ſay you furily, 

A faire lady, and of right noble fame, 

Whan ye her ſe ye wil reporte the ſame, © 

And undir her to byd you welcomeal - + 

There is Belchier, marſhal of the hall. 325 
Now al this while that ye here tary ſlill 0) 

Your own matirs ye may wel have in mind; 

But tel me this, have ye brought any bill? 

Ye, ye, (quod I) and els 1 were behind 

Where is there one, tel me, that may finde 

To whom that | may ſhewe my matirs plane? 

Surely (quod ſhe) unto the chambirlaine. 329 

Remembraunce Chamberlaine. | 

The chambirlaine, (quod I) and ſay ye trewe? 

Ye, verily, (ſaid ſhe;) by myne adviſe n 330 

Ben nat aferde; unto her lowlye fewe. 

It ſhal be done (quod 1) as ye devyſe, 

But I muſt knowe her name in any wiſe. 78 

Trewly (quod ſhe) to ſhewe you in ſubſtaunce, 


Withouten fainyng, her name is Remembraunce. 336 | 
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n 


For ſhe dothe right . 


Wherfore | rede hen ye have with en 
Your matere whole tel her khpoctaiiaiges i) 41 


Ve ſhal her fynde ful gode and ful lovinge. 


Tel me her name (quod I) of gentilnefſe. - 

By my gode ſothe (quod ſhe) Aviſenefſe. 343 
That name (quod I) for her is paſſing gode, 

For every byl and ſchedule ſhe muſt ſe. 
Nowe gode, (quod i) come ſtande there as I ee 


My felawes be cominge; yondir they be. 2 


l it in jape, or ſay ye ſothe? (quod ſhe 55 4 del 

In jape! nay, nay, I ſay you for certayne; | 

Se how thei come togithir twain and twaine. 330 
Ye ſay ful ſothe, (quod ſhe) that is no RE 

I fe coming a godely company. - 

They ben ſoch folke, eee bey, 

That lyſt to love, thinkith it verily; 1 


And for tay love I pray you faythfully 


At any tyme whan they upon you call LY 

That ye wol be gode frende unto hem all. © 357 
Of my ſrendſhip (quod ſhe) they ſhal not miſe, 

And for their eſe to put therto my paine. 

God yelde it you! (quod I) but take you this, 

Howe ſhal we know who is the chambirlayne ? 


| That ſhal ye wel know by her word certaine. 


What is her worde, ſyſtir ? I pray you ſay. _. 
Plus ne purreze, thus writith ſhe alwayc. 364 


5 


27 


— - 


ran I ee | 151 : 
— n:dw bas 


Even at the yate-rby/felawes Wort Uchte „ 7 


So met i hem (as mie thought waygodely) 1572 02 
And bade hem weloome abhy-ofleandone:” bg J 
Then came forth /Countinaunet to arurnone,bicttol0 
Ful hertily Faire ſiſt is al Hνανννοαe , 05 107 214 
Ye be right welcome ãnto this ch ( ee 371 
counſayle you to take u litil reſt 
In my chambre, i it bi yourf pleſaindt | --oilw br 7s 


| Whan ye be chere me thinke it for he belt | sc s 


That I go in and cal Ferſe veraunes 7!" bot t 
Bycauſe ſhe is one of your acquaihtaunce, 10 H 


And ſhe alſo wiltel youteverythinge 157 v5 10 Tt 
Howe ye ſhal be rulir of your cominge. 378 


My felawes al and [, by one adviſe; - '! tod 9 Fc 


Sas Were wel agreed to do lyke us ſhe ſayde; Ons ba 
Than we began to dreſſe us in dur gi r 
That folke ſhoulde ſay we were not unpurveſde, 


And gode wagirs among us there we lade 

Whiche of as-was atirid moſte gockeleſt? ! 0) La, 

And of us al whiche'ſhulde'be pratf@ Heſt. 395 
The portir came and brought Perſe verhunce, 


She welcomidl us in curteiſe maner / * 
' Thinke not long (quid ſhe) of your tendaunte at 


L wil go ſpeke unto the herbigere ο he 


5 That ſhe may purvey for your lodging Bere: fy a 


Than wil go. unto the chambirlaine 5155» 


Te ſpeke ſor von. 3 aguinez ano! 592 


" Polume X. 2 4 
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We ſawe folkis coming wichnüt che wl, 


And whan tha ſhe dæpartid wazabdigone - 7 


So gret Peper cha- e nana, u ct 
Ladies they were, aud gentil women al, 
Clothid.in;blewe, er home her worde with, T 
But for to knowe her worde other:deviſc}': 1 
They came ſo thicke I ne might in no wiſe; + . {ak 
With that anon cum in Perſevereunee ,; 

And where |] ſtode ſhe came ſtieight unto me; 
Ye ben (quod he) fin uten, 

You erer gere (oy 1.3563 
you pray el in ms in ſecret wiſe, = ous: "< bu 


we ben five ladies (quod{l) yi 
And gentil women four in company, 5d * 
When they begin to opiu ther matere 
Than ſhal ye knowe eee, 
But as for e I hade none verily, bog h 


| eee belbos 5: Sid 


Al min aray is dlewe, what nedich more? io 616 
. —— 
That ye may have know lege what ye e 
In ſoth ( duod I) if ye walde take the panne 
ers in en eden Gr RA Toy lin} 
The rathir {pela theſevir may , TELL 
Grete coſte alway; there as in tatyinge,. TY 
And lodgnocdywaidina metyainges 1 93 15600 
1 ©, NW 


9 05 


TUEASSEMBLE OF LADIES: _ : 
Then partid ſhe and'camie again nan e 
ve muſt (quot e) come to the chimbirlaipe., - 5 
We be nowe redy (quod l) everychone? - / DET S. 


| To folowe you What ur ye hill centaine; 1/101; >: 75 


We have none xloquiateʒ to tel you plaine, . 
Beſeching you vs may be foexpuſed: 1105 2619 0 
Qur trewe mbahing that/it:be bot tefuſed. M 4 Xi 
Then wentjwerfortiraftir Peoſevgramnce; 1000⁰0 
To fe the prees it was awondir cee, won 2111/1 
There for to paſſe it was'a tere chin, bayCk 
The peple ſtode ſathicke. in every place 1/7! 112 
Nowe ſtande ye ftib{quodhe)! zhnlſpdces.!: - 2woH 
And for yourzſe fomwhat 1 ſhalaſlay oi: | Swat 337 
II can make you any bettir way! -4 110144 434 
And forvtitſhe gothe among 'hem/overychon, 3 
Making a way thatweimight thoroaghpalſe:.::: | lat 
More at our eſe, and\@hats tie had fo Ane 
She beckend us to come were as ſhe was, nog! 
80 aftir her we folowed more and las; N 1 14, 
She brought us ſtrłight unto the chambialayae, Lat 
There lefte ſhe us, and than dhe went again. 4 
We ſulued her, as te ſon w oulde t ſo 11d (co 4 
Ful humble befeching ber gret godeneſle,, n 1 % 
In our'thaittirs/thar vue hadb fdr t ,R᷑ũ! ee 
That ſhe welde-beigode lady und inaiſlreſſe. 
Ye be welcome (uod en e et | 
And ſe, what I canto for to pleſe: : 


dun redy, thatumagibyto gear els,;: * iN out . 9 
Qi. 


+ 
* 


r 8 
1 8 * A & ; 2 4 ; 8 5 4 4 . 


we mess es LADIES; 


\ we n the chambir'dore;;; oy 


Siſtirs, (quad: he} tome ye in aſtir me: wp) 5 -Þ 4 


But wete ye wekthere-was u pavid fore 
The godipif, that an wighe might ſe : 


ut than lakid we 00 gend vyH 
On eche cornir apd mpon every null voy Au 


 Whiche was ymade oi burel and eryſtal.. 49 
Ag _ Wherginavangraven'of ſtories many une Noi 


Firſtie home Phyyi-of-womanly pite, : Sf no 


Dyed far net Demophone, 1 »; 24T 
Next aftir as th ſtory of Thiſb e... 


Howe that ſhe ſlexte her ſelſe ee wol! 
caas 103 aA 


Yet ſawe | morę, hot in ryght pitous 
For. Antony was ſlaine Oleopatrass : 462 

unn Hed bliticnd, Ln; ; 
Ful uutrewiy:cicexad in her baine; VEW & Neu A5 1 


There was alſo Aunelida the'Quene, |» 140 3 10 


Upon Arcite ho ſore ſhe did compla ine?! 


Al theſe tories urig N rawid there bertaine, : 
And many monhap I teherſe . riguond 2:13 


n. Gere len ee ou al in fere/ 469 
And bicauſaithat Ahe wallisſbope fo bright // | 


Wich fine uniple-they were alovitfprad, [cr : 1! 104 


To the entent folke ſhuld act hurte ther ſight, 


And thordugz it the ſioies might be adde: 


han furthirmore l Went as Was lad. 


- And there 1 ſawi lithoutin any falle 


Achaire yſet with ſubriche aparaile :; 496 


wp 


er 


Asen ee RG 1 


c IO 
Of caſſidogyſul curibuſty wroughty/- nad i 1 
With foure pomialles of golde, and very rounde, - 
Set with ſaphirs as gude as cauda he thoughty::o- 
That wot ye hat i if it wer ihatough ſuagbe 
As I ſuppoſe ſtathis countre to inne tf 
Anothir ſoche it vert right harde to ũnde: 483 

For wete ye well was tight nere tb that., 


so as 1 durſi, beholding by and by. Wria 169 A 


Above there was a riche clothe of eſtate NtWan il 

Y wrought wich the nedle ful firaungtly, . lat on 
Her worde thereon, and thus it aid icu fi eite 
En Dieu gi, tu til you in-wordis me, 545 


With grete lettirs, the bhettir j hem knewe. 49 


Thus as e ſtode a done hened a {= 
A gentil woman femoly of fare, 
Bering a mace, came out her ſelſe alone 
Sothely me thought her a godely cteture; 
She ſpake nothinge-te lo de, I you enſure, 
Nor haſſily, hut wich godely waru inge 
Make rome, (quod ſhe) my lady is cominge. 497 
With that anone ifawe Perſeverannce | - 
Howe ſhe helde up the tapet in her hande, 


I ſawe alſo in godely ordinaun ee oy 


This gret lady within the tapet ſtauda. N 497 | 

Comyng outwarde 1 wol ye undirſtande. b A 

And aftir her a noble company, en e K 
5 111 8 ; 


\ 


: 
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. xagpere;c? bo. 
- than ſoche dg walde-ſewe unto ß, 
Sa ve aladyp whithowartherchaumnellere, 01001 1 // 
A fothalyher nam w-] 71s 2-4 


For us hog wither have mockeagudon row od t” 


In our mattirs, andalwaymoreadtmorezc- 1 af | 
Al ſo ſor tlie dh wellin ou furthir mate 11 
of this kidy Hertbeavte to diſcrive 97 9599w 207 
Aly conninge is ta ſinple verilyyß , ub les 02 


For nevir yet ddyis o y RVð 5 - | > rod 


So inly ſaĩre x hau eue nne tre wN]¹e¹ 1cons 


In her eſtateaſſari@bttirdy; [is oha Now 12H 


There wantid nowghr; I dne you web affure, 1K vo, 

That Ion git, moll godely' cretures!>! +114 518 
And furthitmore; tofpeke oſ her at axe, FP 

I ſhal tel you the manirof hergowrney'' W102 % 

Of clothe of golde-ful riche, it is no nay, 5 W i al 

The colour Blews; of right god hy fac, 

In taberde wiſe. the! havging:adbwng/ ©! 5 

And what purfiltherg-was/and in what wife, 

Se as I cat hal it vw deviſe:: „ 32 
Aftir a ſorte the collir and cht weite 


Lyke as armin is made in purſilinge, 157 . 4 Q's Or! 


With grete perlis fubſine and orient, de f 
They were couthd all aſtir one Wer ching g 
With diamond es iin ede of pow diringg 
The flevis and the pur fill ot a fifeg 0 © 154 1ts 


| 1 werin made eee. 122 gn , 


1 


5 A „ At fo poco Wh 


„eee e „ 
In white flouris of right Gavenamatle; 11655521 5 
Upon her hed ſet in the fairiſtwiſe:® alli 1243 Hi 
A circle of greti halais of etitaile; - 3519154q 100 al 
That in erneſtꝶ to pech withoutin Hale g oi ow 156 7 
For yonge and oldeand&everymanifage-ibcl 5d 70 
It was a worlde to lokem un her viſaged aid 439 

Thus comming forth tot in Herbftate, r A 
In her preſence we khneled/downeverytlibne} 20004 
Preſenting vu# byllis And wet ye What d 0 35. 1 
Ful humblyMie tod hem by orice add nes lol yi 
Whan we hid done than cume they abanbng i 7 
And did the ſume echeſ aſtix her mancrey 27 112177 

Kneling at ones and rifinge alin fete: DOE: 221546 
Wuhan this was den und he ſetinlieriplaceþc: 4 
The chambirfainb ſhe did untd her cal, 16 yod T 
And ſhe godely coming to her pate, elixiog 1 1 
Of her entantknowinge nothing at al., iyi 
Voyde backe the preſe quod e) ug to the wall,. 
Make large rote, but loke that ye do not rin 
And take theſe byllis to the ſectetaryi 1 70 5.59 
The chambirlalne did her c mdundement, 7" 
And came againe as ſhe was byd to dene n 
The ſecretary there beyug preſent 30 
The byllis were delivered her alſou. 0g 
Not onely ours but many othir mo. 
Than the lady withigode adviſe gains 
Anone with al callid her chambirlain e. 66 

8 * f 
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We wol(qued e) che Grid thidgehar ye do 
The ſecretary yemake- come atone init ow 
Wich ther billis, and cue we witalfat by if oo 7 
In our preſence ſhe ue hem erf hn ß, 
That we may thin gode adviſe ron 
" Of the ladies chat bemoſ uur dannſaile: +5109 20% 
Boke this be done withoutin.anpfaile-!: 367 
Whan the chattbirkinewitte/of ber entent 
Anone ſherditbrhefecremeyertally ow oo og nf ot 
Let your billisi(quedifhe} be hert pr ſent wy 
My lady it Madame, (quod ſhe) iThak 
And in preſende e wil that ye hem call. 00 — 
With right gocerwil i ain rady (quod ie: 
A her pleſure, whale cn ndithne. 374 
And opbrmthip ee een ordinannte! e 
They that cam frſt ther byllielnlde de ced. 
Ful gentilly than ſai Pedforegannceyſoh cr L 
Reſon it wil that the wre ſoniſt ſpediis wo 10 
© Anotie withal, upotr d tapetſpreddey.!: Marci aby 
The creates deen, >; 14 
Our byllis firſt ſhereddethit one by nm.. 88 
eee wer eee ee am re mine ft _- 
e — —-„— _ 4 
Of promiſe made wat ful her ein, 5711 
And ſo brokin ayenſt al manir ſail, ru Yen 20 
Without deſerte alwaies on Der pürtie, ond 
Inthis matir deſiring temed . 386 
4 
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Un ſen: rhakger, 2 — 10 
Though ſhe ha&Vegierdonedforberiſervite 1, -4 
Yet nothing like:asſliethattoke theipaineys oi 107 
| Wherfore ſhe:conds in no 'wileher dera e 
But in this caſe ſfewe until her preſenerz r g, 

As reſon wolde, to havin recompencezs-! 3e 


So furthirmoreꝝ to ſpeke of othiftwaide jithrr. - 
One of hem wrote aſtir her fantafproontyroon od 3 
Onques puis lever, and far to telgianplainer ! 155 17 
Her complaint wasfubpitons verilyyts- ml to m0 
For, as ſhe ſaid, ther was grete reſon whipped bn 4 
As I can remembre in this matere d vod nid 
I ſhal you tell the ptoceſſe al_inffere-vitt 1i 15447 160, 

Her byl,was mage camplainingeiin her giſe : 
That of her joye har cuinfbtte, and gladndfle; 2:17.17 
Was no ſuretie;/ Tor inn manif wife ortho) m 07 
She ſaid therin no point of ſtableteifes 45/55 200 12. 
Nowe yl, now'iwelepout'of al fikitnefſey:: Hνν 
Ful humbly deſiring of herihigh/gracer0}mo? zig 
Sone to ſhe we her remelly in this caſe: 1i Liu ol t60y 

Her felawe made her bil, and thus ſhel ſgid i 
In plaining wile, , Theveas ſhe lovid beſt) 7 delt 1841 
Whethir that ſhe were wrothe or wele apnide, / 
She might not ſe hn chat ſhe wole faineſt, 
And fulle wrothe ſhe wasn very erneſt; vt 294 | 
To tel her wurde, aviferforth as] wateys | rd Mol ys 
Enticrement vgſtr, right thus ſhe wrote. 646 
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God 


eee eee N53 
As until her that uni vedveſſejthemj, r 
For in her mine ibere might lie find ĩt ne 
The remedy ufrharwwhiche wn her hο˙,e e 
Reherfing thai ſhe hadi ſasde bels, 
Neem 6323 
| 2 oe 
— — ts rar te we 
Put ther byali end ſot᷑ to tell y more, 
One of hem wrote: u die u rrixñ n, »if 
And her zaterewthobyzo; fpecyfyudt 11 ot 7 
Within her by] ſne putit in duritingt , BY 
And what it ſaid yr Ihall hM knowirige,  _ 0 
It ſaid. God Seen char, fl pate ay, H 
Lyle abe biſpoſid in der harte: : T 


No misfortune thatfherokeogreveullyy)on' -7 


Alone to her wakthejoy andtherſmerte;: ,, 
Sometime. nothanke tor al her gode deſerte, 1 5WOA 
Othir comforte he uantid dhe pomün g, 


Ani ſo uũd it grirvid her nothing; 637 


Deüring hes andilowlylbefeohidg;o e 
—— on nicl a 
As ſhe that had yben her duies hy ving n ic 
Stedfaſt and trewe, and wit beifolatwhy tr: Min 562 
Ot her felaweforrwhar ba v, 
Whoſe byl,wasxred the nene dürthewichal! 
Aid what it ent vehürſm you tithal.”._- CE 
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Ea Dieu ii ſhe:wrdte.inherdevitn;! duo} 2dT © 
And thus ſhe ſai&withoutin any failez :; 
Her trouthe. ne might be takin in nοW 0. , 
Like as ſbe thouglit, heran ſhe hd wmer valle, 
For trouthyſonityme-was wont tohkehwaile 
In every mattete but al that? ĩaagg se lut 
The more pyte: that ĩt ĩs quſſfrid fob itt ft 
Moche more there was, hero ſlixſhulde complain, 
But ſhe thought it to gtet an h u˙mbrauun te 
So moche to write, and thertone iu certain 
In God and her ſhe put all her aſſia ume, 
As in her worde is made a remembraus ce, 
Beſeching hr that ſhe wolde in this cac⸗ e 
She we unto her the favour o hen grace. «8. 
The:thirde ſhe wrote reherſiug her grevaunce, 
Ye, wote ye what a pitbus thing to here?? 
For as me thought ſhe felt-grert diſpleſaunce, 
One might ryght wel perceveit h her chere; 
And no wondir, it ſate her paſſyng nere, 
Yet lothe ſhe was to put ĩt in vrĩtinge 
But Nede wot bavia'courſe in etiery / tliagr. 6x 
Soyer aſſurs; this vus her wurd certain, 
And thus ſhe wrote wixhin a litilh pace: 
There ſhe eee eee Blei 18d V7 
For he was ſetaliinanothirplacey; #750 wy balk 
Ful humilly deſiringũtt that cac 55 r 24 950w Þþ i | 
Some gode conforte her ſoruwe to appeſe, nee | 
That ſhe might livin more at bert is ef... 69 
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As in her porte and in her behavinge, Nuit bon 
And Bien mange, as ferre as Fcoude fele, (340945 01 
c . in 4<-lve vis pad 10 1 
Ful hertily, ro ſay uu in ſubſtaunm ce, 
| ihe ro ———— —— 1 
Tie have reherſid me theſe byllis all, 
. 44 | ad 
It may ſo hap'paravinture ye ſhal; i 07 tn 6, 
Nowe I pray yon While I am here preſent 
Ve ſhal have knowlege parde what l ment, j 
But thus I ſay in trouth, and make no fable, | 
- The cace it ſelſe is inly lamentable;; 5 116 656 | 
And wel l wote that ye wolthynke — . 
Luke as I ſay han ye have herde my bl; 
' Now gute, tel on; I hate you by Saint . 2 504 
- Abyde a while, it ĩs not yet my wil, 5110 
Vet muſt ye bl. 
Sith Je have knowiege of hey dn before, 
— pays - _ 
Nothing i lefe as deth to cume to me, | 
For final ende of my forowes and paine ;... 
- What ſhuld n Nt 
And ye knewe al aforne it for certaine 
I wote ye wolde, and for to tel you phaine, 
Without hen. belpe that hath al thinge in cure 
tan nat thinke that ĩt may longe endure. co 
2 * 
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As for mytenuth it hath be provid ele 9 

To fay the ſothe, and 4carfaqnomory;/!! 4 8 10 
Of ful longe tyme; and ſuſfritl every dale i ñ 
In paciencs, and kepe it albin flore , & S 10 
Of her godeneſſe beſachingi lier then fore 
That I mighthaveniythankeinforhe ditt 
Army deſerte ſertith ot juſtiſe. . 70 
Whan theſe billis were rad ever ychat ie 1 
The ladie toke a gode ad vii m ent.. 
And hem to anſwtin by one and one L ate 14 
She thought it was ta moch in her entent | >, 
Wherfore ſhe yaue to hem commandment 1; 
In her preſenee to chmu bath oneandaÞ!i i ct 
To yeve hem her anfwere ici-generallÞ cl! © 73 

What dyd he than ſuppoſe ye verily? v wold-.. 
She ſpake her ſelfe, andfaid-in-thismanere: + : 
We have wel ſche your hyllis h and b, 
And ſome of 'hert:be-pitonsforto here, 
We wol — Mi et wp - 44 

Within ſhorte tyme our court of parliment 
Here ſhal be holde in our palays preſrnte, u 

And in al this ——————— 1 
There ſhall ye finde an opin re me 
In ſoche a wiſe as ye ſhal be releved» 0) 


Of al that ye rehierſin here throuthil xy 71 | 


As for the date, yeſhal knowe verily -:=: ; 208 , | 
That ye may have n ſpace/in-yout coniingy” / | | / 


For Qiligenee ſlral tel ä yin N 21408 
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19 _ eee aner, 


we thankid herim-our dof knmblewiſe:. BA. 
| S 5 vl 
Submittinge us lowly til het ſer vice 
For as we thought ve had out tra vaile ſpent 
| In ſoche wiſeas weheldioasconmtent; > 3b 1! 
| Than ech af ua toke othir hy the ſe rr, 
And forth withal as we ſhulde'take our love. 9745 
| Al ſodainly che watit᷑ ſprange ame at * 
In my viſage, and therwithal woke: =. 27 N 
Where am [ nom? thonght 1 zat this is gone, 
Al maſid; and upil began to oke: 
With that anon l went and made this Boke; 
| Thus ſimpili-ceberfing the fubſtauncegs» 7 5: 17 
EBa.ieaaſe it ſhuldenot be! out of remenibraune. 742 
Now verily your dreme is pafüag Fed., 
And wortii to be had in remembraunce, es ? 
| For though l fland here as longe as l feddle 


It ſhulde not to me be none tens ot ba. 
| I toke therin {6 iulyj grete-pleſaancey 012d! [os = 
| But tel me nomie hat ye the boke dy cal 
For I muſte-wete: Wyth right gode wyl ye ſhal. 749 
As ſur this boke, to ſay you very right, 
| And of the name to tel you in certainte, Hat af T 
| L'aſſemble de Dame thus it hightc7 2: - 4 = £110 
How thinkin ye! That hame is gode parde. 
Nowe go; fare wel for the cal aſtir W 
My felawesalß and I muſtaftir ſon e: 
Rede wel my dreine, for now e > 756 
„ Finie, 4 
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